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45%  Oppose  Anti-Gay  Initiative 

Poll  Shows  a  Major  Shift  On  Prop. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  There  is  a  dis¬ 
cernible  change  in  public  attitude  in 
California  toward  the  anti-gay  school 
workers  Proposition  6.  A  new  poll  by 
the  Mervin  D.  Field  Assoc.,  shows  that 
in  just  one  month’s  time  there  has  been 
a  shift  in  favor  of  rejecting  the  initia¬ 
tive  filed  by  State  Sen.  John  Briggs. 

The  Change 

The  change  in  the  voters’  opinion 
was  called  “a  major  shift”  by  pollster 
Field.  In  late  August,  the  public  favor¬ 
ed  the  measure  by  61%.  But,  in  late 
September  those  in  favor  of  Prop.  6 
numbered  only  45%,  with  43%  against 
the  anti-gay  initiative.  Twelve  percent 
were  undecided. 

According  to  Field,  the  public’s 
change  on  Proposition  6  “appears  to 
be  due  to  the  increasing  number  of  in¬ 
fluential  voices  now  being  raised 


against  the  measure.” 

As  reported  in  GCN  in  the  past  weeks 
prominent  state  office  holders,  includ¬ 
ing  California  Gov.  Jerry  Brown,  can¬ 
didates  and  editorialists  in  newspapers 
throughout  the  state  have  come  out  in 
opposition  to  the  initiative. 

Last  week  the  California  Legisla¬ 
ture’s  attorney  called  Prop.  6  “uncon¬ 
stitutional.”  Conservative  leader  Ron¬ 
ald  Reagan  has  also  called  on  voters  to 
vote  no  on  the  initiative.  [See  GCN 
Vol.6,  No.  12.] 

Outcome  in  Doubt 

After  this  second  “California  Poll,” 
pollster  Field  stated  that  reliable  pre¬ 
dictions  on  the  outcome  of  the  Novem¬ 
ber  vote  “are  impossible.” 

Field  .said  that  Republican  Senator 
Briggs  is  “getting  considerable  support 
from  conservative  Christian  religious 
groups.”  He  added  that  the  growing 
trend  against  the  anti-gay  initiative 


seem  to  indicate  that  “while  the  public 
may  not  be  willing  to  endorse  any  spe¬ 
cial  enhancement  of  homosexual 
rights,  neither  is  the  public  willing  to 
specifically  deny  homosexuals  any  of 
their  civil  rights  because  they  speak  out 
about  their  sexual  preferences.” 

The  Opposition 

The  Field  California  Poll  showed 
that  the  greatest  opposition  to  Prop.  6 
comes  from  two  major  metropolitan 
areas  —  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
and  Los  Angeles/Orange  County. 

The  poll  shows  that  in  heavily  gay 
San  Francisco,  the  initiative  is  opposed 
by  50%  to  36%  of  those  questioned.  In 
Los  Angeles  and  Orange  counties,  the 
proposition  is  opposed  by  46%  to  40% 
of  those  polled. 

The  Figures 

Further  figures  show  that  politically, 
liberals  are  against  the  Proposition  by 
59%  to  29%.  Conservatives  favor  the 


6 

initiative  49%  to  36%. 

Mep  and  women  are  almost  equally 
divided  on  the  question.  Forty-five  per¬ 
cent  of  the  men  would  vote  yes  on 
Prop.  6,  while  44%  would  vote  no.  Of 
the  women  asked,  45%  would  vote  yes, 
43%  would  vote  no. 

The  poll  also  shows  that  those  living 
with  children  in  their  household  would 
most  likely  vote  for  Proposition  6.  Of 
those  questioned  with  “children  in 
households,”  51%  were  in  favor  of  the 
Briggs  Initiative  and  38%  were  op¬ 
posed  to  it.  Forty  percent  of  those 
questioned  with  “no  children  in  house¬ 
hold”  said  they  were  in  favor  of  the 
question,  while  47%  were  opposed  to 
Proposition  6. 

The  Field  California  Poll  is  “based 
on  a  representative  cross-section  of 
1075  California  adults,”  and  was  taken 
late  last  month. 


Bruce  Voeller  Resigns  as  National  Gay  Task  Force  Director 


By  John  Graczak 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Bruce  Voel¬ 
ler,  former  president  6f  the  Gay  Acti¬ 
vists  Alliance  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  an¬ 
nounced  his  resignation  from  the  co¬ 
directorship  of  NGTF  effective  Jan.  1. 
Voeller,  who  was  an  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  biology  at  Rockefeller  Univer¬ 
sity  in  New  York  until  taking  on  full¬ 
time  work  in  gay  civil  rights  in  1971, 
plans  to  continue  his  activism  in  differ¬ 
ent  ways. 

“I  want  to  have  time  for  my  own 
life,”  Voeller  told  GCN.  “I  have  plans 
to  write  a  couple  of  books  —  both  fic¬ 
tion  and  non-fiction,  and  will  be  lectur¬ 
ing  as  part  of  a  debate  team  nation¬ 
wide.”  Voeller  will  be  the  only  pro-gay 
speaker  on  a  five-person  debate  t^am. 
The  opponents  of  gay  rights  will  iDe 
represented  by  Sen.  John  Briggs  of 
California,  Mike  Thompson  of  Protect 
America’s  Children,  the  anti-gay 
organization  headed  by  Anita  Bryant; 
Barry  Farber,  the  Conservative  Party 
candidate  for  mayor  of  New  York;  and 
Dr.  Voth,  the  senior  psychiatrist  of  the 
Menninger  Clinic  and  an  opponent  of 
the  gay  lifestyle.  “These  debates 
attract  mostly  a  conservative,  anti-gay 


clientele,”  said  Voeller.  “I  love  to 
speak  to  gay  people,  but  this  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  fabulous  educational  opportun¬ 
ity.” 

Voeller  admitted  that  an  indirect  rea¬ 
son  for  his  resignation  was  the  lack  of 
support  that  the  gay  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  has  received  from  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  at  large.  “The  general  state  of 
the  nation  is  kind  of  dismaying.  I  am 
proud  that  we  have  10,000  people  in 
NGTF,  but  that’s  out  of  20  million  gay 
people  in  the  United  States.  Ten  thou¬ 
sand  people  will  be  in  bars  in  a  place 
like  Boston  on  any  given  weekend, 
spending  $5  or  $5.50.  So  many  people 
are  leaving  the  work  up  to  the  Little 
Red  Hen.  They  are  not  appreciative, 
but  pleasuring  in  and  enjoying  the 
work  of  a  few  people,”  Voeller  ob¬ 
served. 

“It’s  the  future  more  than  the  past 
I’m  looking  to,”  said  Voeller.  “We’ve 
made  fundamental  changes  in  the 
attitude  of  the  American  public.  We’ve 
dealt  with  the  sickness  notion  through 
our  work  with  the  American  Psychiat¬ 
ric  Association,  and  have  worked  for  a 
better  sense  of  our  own  worth,  which  is 
the  heart  of  what  any  movement  is 
about.” 


Bruce  Voeller 

Voeller,  reflecting  on  the  strategies 
of  NGTF  under  his  codirectorship,  ra¬ 
diated  a  sense  of  confidence  and  pride. 
“The  legislative  movement  has  made 
all  the  difference  in  the  world.  In  a 
couple  of  weeks  we  will  be  publishing  a 
list  of  well  over  a  hundred  corporations 


from  Fortune  500  that  are  adopting 
fair-employment  decisions  regarding 
gay  people.” 

Voeller  considered  the  APA  decision 
to  strike  homosexuality  from  the  list  of 
psychiatric  disorders  as  having  a  high 
point  in  his  tenure  at  NGTF  along  with 
the  White  House  meetings  held  with 
former  Presidential  Assistant  Margaret 
Constanza.  “The  meetings  were  enor¬ 
mously  important  to  the  American 
people  symbolically,”  Voeller  com¬ 
mented.  “Crazy  people  don’t  get  into 
the  White  House.”  “We  have  in  addi¬ 
tion  made  enormous  progress  with  the 
IRS,  the  Immigration  Service,  and 
some  break-throughs  with  the  Defense 
Department  that  were  effected  by  the 
White  House  meetings.” 

Voeller  observed  great 

improvements  in  the  media  coverage  of 
gay  people.  “There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  amount  and  qual¬ 
ity  of  coverage  that  the  gay  movement 
has  received.  When  I  first  got  into  the 
movment.they  didn’t  even  talk  about 
us.  Now  they  talk  about  us  and  much 
of  it  is  decent,  even  though  it  may  not 
be  quite  the  things  that  a  gay  activist 
would  want  to  hear.  Much  of  this  has 
Continued  on  page  8 


ERA  Extension  Measure  Ratified  by  U.S.  Senate  in  Strong  Vote 

campaign  against  ERA  is  a  national 


cases,  are  extremely  costly.  Anything 
that  the  conservative  right  can  deflect 


By  Lisa  Nussbaum 

BOSTON  —  The  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  (ERA)  cleared  an 
important  hurdle  as  the  U.S.  Senate 
voted  to  extend  its  ratification  deadline 
by  39  months. 

Last  Friday’s  Senate  vote,  60-36,  fol¬ 
lowed  the  lead  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentative  two  weeks  earlier.  As  word  of 
passage  was  announced,  ERA  support¬ 
ers  broke  into  applause  and  hugged 
each  other  in  the  galleries.  The  bill  now 
goes  to  President  Carter,  who  after 
s.trong  lobbying  efforts  on  its  behalf, 
will  undoubtedly  sign  it. 

Should  three  more  state  legislatures 
ratify  the  amendment  on  or  before  the 
extended  deadline  of  June  30,  1982  (the 
previous  deadline  had  been  March  22, 
1979),  the  ERA  would  become  the  27th 
Amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Rosemary  Trowbridge,  president  of 
the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Or¬ 
ganization  for  Women  (NOW),  said 


originally  the  push  was  behind  a  seven- 
year  extension  period.  Whittled  down 
to  39  months  as  a  compromise,  the  ex¬ 
tension  gives  supporters  only  one  elec¬ 
tion  in  which  to  defeat  opponents  of 
the  ERA. 

In  direct  reference  to  unratified 
Southern  states,  Trowbridge  said,  “We 
have  the  task  within  three  years  to  turn 
around  legislatures  which  have  never 
been  responsive  to  their  electorates, 
and  some  of  which  don’t  even  meet 
yearly.” 

Of  the  Senate  vote  Trowbridge  re¬ 
marked,  “It  was  a  terrific  victory,  a 
tremendous  high.  Everyone  said  it 
couldn’t  be  done.  But  we  deserve  it, 
after  pouring  so  much  energy  into  it.” 

She  said,  however,  that  the  struggle 
is  “far  from  over.”  “When  states  first 
began  ratifying  the  ERA,  we  waited  as 
if  spectators  for  the  next  state  on 
down  the  line  to  do  the  same,”  she 
continued.  “Now  we  need  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  to  conduct  a  high-gear,  active 
campaign.  The  conservative  right’s 


one.  So  ours  must  be  too. 

One  particular  battle  turns  on  the 
question  of  rescinding,  or  taking  back, 
a  vote  for  ratification.  The  power  to 
rescind,  even  as  regards  past  constitu¬ 
tional  amendments,  has  historically 
been  unrecognized.  The  final  decision 
as  to  the  legality  of  recission,  however, 
may  rest  with  the  courts.  Of  the  35 
states  which  have  already  ratified  the 
ERA,  four  of  them  —  Idaho,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Nebraska  and  Tennessee  — 
have  rescinded. 

Also  ahead  will  be  court  challenges 
to  the  constitutionality  of  the  extension 
itself  —  which  Phyllis  Schlafly  and 
others  have  promised  to  bring  —  and 
referenda  campaigns.  Trowbridge  said 
both  Florida  and  Nevada  have  sched¬ 
uled  referenda  on  the  federal  ERA.  As 
they  are  non-binding,  these  referenda 
would  not  be  part  of  the  constitutional 
process.  “What’s  more,”  Trowbridge 
said,  “campaigns  leading  up  to  these 
referenda,  not  to  mention  the  court 


us  with,  they  will.” 

At  NOW’s  national  conference  held 
over  last  weekend  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  one  feeling  that  emerged  was, 
“We  are  all  living  in  an  unratified 
country  until  the  ERA  finally  passes, 
no  matter  what  individual  states  have 
done,”  she  said.  “We  must  therefore 
look  out  for  and  watch  carefully  in  our 
own  states.  We  must  also  pour  time, 
money  and  energy  into  unratified 
states.  We  have  this  reprieve  of  three 
years  to  work  as  hard  as  we  can.” 

“It’s  glamorous  in  the  end  when  you 
win,”  she  continued.  “But  it’s  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  telegrams  and  all 
of  the  other  grueling,  tedious,  seem¬ 
ingly  trifling  jobs  that  get  you  to  that 
end.” 

To  offer  any  help,  financial  or  other¬ 
wise,  in  the  continuing  ERA  struggle, 
or  to  get  more  information,  write  to: 
National  NOW,  425  13th  St.,  N.W., 
Suite  1048,  Washington,  D.C.  20004. 
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QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

"You  remember  Anita  Bryant.  I  was  crazy 
about  her  —  the  sweetest  little  singer  —  and 
thought  she  should  have  won  Miss  America  that 
year  she  didn't.  But  now  I  feel  absolute  disgust  for 
her.  I  was  in  New  York  at  Studio  54  —  that's  that 
disco  that's  all  the  rage,  and  I  met  so  many  of  the 
nicest  looking  men.  I  was  told  later  they  were  all 
gay."  —  Lillian  Carter,  mother  of  the  President,  in 
the  Washington  Post,  Sept.  29,  1978. 

UNCLAIMED  PRIZE 

BOSTON  —  First  prize  from  last  month's  carni¬ 
val  on  the  Fenway  —  an  all-expense  paid  trip  to 
Florida  —  is  still  unclaimed.  The  carnival 
committee  has  requested  that  the  holder  of  Ticket, 
No.  3522  immediately  contact  Paul  Bentley  at 
Sporters,  742-4084,  to  claim  your  prize. 

INTERESTING  SENTENCE 

LONDON,  England  —  A  judge  in  Reading  has 
issued  an  interesting  bit  of  advice  to  a  man  fined 
$202  for  an  act  of  "gross  indecency"  with  a  17  year 
old.  According  to  London's  Gay  News,  the  magis¬ 
trate  advised  the  man  to  join  a  gay  organization. 

The  convicted  man's  attorney  had  told  the 
court  that  it  was  no  longer  an  offense  for  males 
over  21  years  of  age  to  have  sex  in  private.  The 
attorney  said  that  he  could  see  no  reason  why  this 
should  not  be  the  case  for  males  over  16  years  of 
age.  The  incident  of  "gross  indecency”  had  taken 
place  at  the  youth's  home  with  his  apparent  con¬ 
sent. 

Magistrate  John  Wade  told  the  man,  "We  have 
listened  with  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  to  what  has 
been  advocated  by  your  solicitor  [attorney].  You 
are  advised  to  seek  out  the  company  of  like- 
minded  people  in_  such  clubs  and  organizations 
which  already  exist  in  the  town." 

NEW  YORK  VANITY  PLATES 

ALBANY,  NY  —  The  state  of  New  York  has  issued 
a  list  of  banned  vyorgls  for  tjposp  people  seeking  a 
new  "vanity"  license  plate  for  their  vehicles. 

The  Dept,  of  Motor  Vehicles  devised  a  five- 
page  list  of  words  prohibited  on  the  plates.  Drivers 
can  buy  new  plates  of  up  to  eight  characters  for  a 
$15  fee. 

Besides  obvious  swear  words,  the  list  covers 
such  items  as  "Pervert”  and  "Shackup." 

Specifically  gay  messages  are  also  banned,  in¬ 
cluding  "Gaylib,"  "Lsbean"  and  "RUGay." 

BANNING  PETER  PAN 

WICHITA,  KA  —  The  man  who  led  the  success¬ 
ful  campaign  to  overturn  the  gay  rights  ordinance 
in  this  city,  and  who  has  led  numerous  fights 
against  pornographic  bookstores,  has  set  his  eyes 
on  an  unusual  target. 

The  Rev.  Ron  Adrian  wants  the  play  Peter  Pan 
banned.  Adrian  says  the  1902  play  by  James  M. 
Barrie  is  profane  and  ridicules  fatherhood.  The 
minister  suggests  that  when  young  Wendy  Darling, 
not  the  father  John  Darling,  acts  as  leader  of  the 
family,  the  role  of  father  has  been  usurped. 

As  for  the  profanity:  Tinker  Bell  calls  Wendy  a 
"silly  ass." 

100%  VALUATION  IN  BOSTON 

BOSTON  —  Residents  of  the  Back  Bay/Beacon 
Hill  and  Fenway  neighborhoods  are  invited  to 
attend  a  public  informational  meeting,  co-hosted 
by  Mayor  Kevin  H.  White  and  Steve  Olesky,  on 
100%  valuation  and  Question  1,  on  Thursday,  Oct. 
19  at  7:30  p.m.  Steve  Olesky  is  the  local 
representative  to  the  Citywide  Neighborhood  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Classification.  The  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  1st  and  2nd  Unitarian  Church,  66  Marlbor¬ 
ough  St.  Tenants,  as  well  as  homeowners,  are 
urged  to  attend  this  meeting. 

The  meeting  will  start  with  a  slide  show,  tail¬ 
ored  to  the  neighborhoods,  which  explains  the 
issues  of  100%  valuation  and  Question  1,  the  Clas¬ 
sification  Amendment.  The  slide  show  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  question  and  answer  session  in  which 
the  mayor  and  James  Young,  deputy  mayor  for 
fiscal  affairs,  will  respond  to  questions  on  these 
issues  from  the  audience. 

Question  1  is  a  proposed  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  on  the  Nov.  7  ballot,  which  if  passed,  will 
allow  the  continued  preferential  taxing  of  residen¬ 
tial  property.  It  would  permit  municipalities  to  tax 
properties  according  to  use,  at  different  percent¬ 
ages  of  full  market  value.  Under  Question  1  all 
property  values  will  be  equalized  throughout  Bos¬ 
ton,  as  they  will  under  100%  valuation. 


HATCH  ENDORSED 

BOSTON  —  Republican  gubernatorial 
candidate  Frank  Hatch  last  week  picked  up  the 
endorsement  of  eight  Democratic  state  legislators, 
all  of  whom  are  sponsors  or  supporters  of  gay 
rights  legislation.  Rep.  Barney  Frank,  the  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  group,  accused  Democratic  candidate 
Edward  J.  King  of  "an  incredible  amount  of  ignor¬ 
ance"  about  state  government  and  insensitivity 
toward  minority  groups. 

In  addition  to  Frank  other  endorsers  included 
Rep.  Mel  King  (D-South  End),  Rep.  Saundra  Graham 
(l-Cambridge),  Rep.  Doris  Bunte  (D-Roxbury),  Rep. 
Robert  Fortes  (D-Mattapan),  Rep.  James  Segel  (D- 
Brookline),  Rep.  Karen  Swanson  (D-Brockton),  and 
Rep.  Robert  Nardone  (D-Watertown). 

WOMANART  PUBLISHES 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  A  new  magazine  devoted 
exclusively  to  women  artists  has  begun  publishing. 
Womanart  offers  articles  on  political  activities  and 
the  concerns  of  women  artists,  as  well  as  inter¬ 
views,  reports  and  reviews. 

The  subscription  rate  is  $6.  Anyone  wishing  to 
receive  the  magazine  or  submit  material  should 
write  to  Ellen  Lubell,  P.O.  Box  3358,  Grand  Central 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10017. 

BEYOND  THE  MALE  MYTH 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  Hill  Center,  Inc.,  an  adult 
community  center  dedicated  to  the  task  of  "cre¬ 
ating  community"  between  and  among  the  various 
types  of  people  who  live  in  the  Asylum  Hill  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  this  city,  is  sponsoring  a  conference. 
Beyond  the  Male  Myth:  A  Conference  for  Men,  will 
be  held  on  Nov.  4  at  the  Center. 

Organizers  say  the  conference  will  be  "an  op¬ 
portunity  for  us,  men  of  all  ages,  to  come  together 
and  explore  the  elements  that  are  meaningful  in 
our  lives." 

A  number  of  workshops  are  planned  including 
Men  and  Rape  Culture,  For  Gay  Men:  Beyond  Com¬ 
ing  Out,  Gay/Straight/Bi,  and  the  Women's  Move¬ 
ment  and  Us. 

The  conference  fee  is  $10,  which  includes  din¬ 
ner.  Registration  is  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis  arid  limited  to  200  men.  If  you  wish  to  attend, 
send  a  check  to  Hill  Center,  Inc.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.,  Hartford,  CT  06105.  For  further  information 
call  (203)  249-7691. 

STONEWALL  ENDORSEMENTS 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Stonewall  Democratic 
Club,  the  largest  such  organization  in  the  country, 
has  endorsed  Gov.  Jerry  Brown  for  re-election.  The 
club  voted  ..  to  "devote  ( total 

energy"  to  the  defeat  of  Proposition  6,  the  anti-gay 
school  workers  initiative. 

Other  California  statewide  Constitutional  offi¬ 
cers  endorsed  at  the  meeting  were  Lt.  Gov.  Mervyn 
Dymally,  Secretary  of  State  March  Fong  Eu,  Comp¬ 
troller  Ken  Cory  and  Treasurer  Jesse  Unruh.  Con- 
gressperson  Yvonne  B.  Burke  was  the  Club's  choice 
for  Attorney  General. 

Daniel  Whiteside,  president  of  Stonewall, 
stated  that  the  November  election  "is  the  most  im¬ 
portant  in  the  history  of  California's  gay  commun¬ 
ity.  With  the  Briggs  Initiative/Prop.  6  on  the  ballot, 
and  serious  challenges  ...  to  Jerry  Brown,  it  is  im¬ 
perative  that  all  gay  men  and  lesbians  go  to  the 
polls  .  .  .  and  make  their  gay  vote  count." 

CHILD  ABUSE  INCREASING 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  At  a  public  seminar  on  child 
abuse  held  at  Manhattan  College  here,  a  number  of 
startling  pieces  of  information  were  presented. 
Federal  agency  estimates  say  that  each  year, 
300,000  children  are  physically  abused,  another 
100,000  are  "sexually"  abused,  plus  another 
400,000  are  subject  to  other  forms  of  abuse  such  as 
"starvation  as  a  disciplinary  measure."  Most  cases 
are  reported  by  hospital  or  school  workers. 

Dr.  Vincent  Fontana,  medical  director  of  the 
N.Y.  Foundling  Hospital  Center  for  Parent  and  Child 
Development,  said  child  abuse  is  "a  widespread 
disease,”  and  it  is  "on  the  increase."  Dr.  Fontana 
told  the  seminar  that  in  New’ York  State  alone, 
75,000  children  per  year  receive  services  under  the 
State  Child  Abuse  Law.  He  added  that  one  or  two 
children  a  week  die  from  parental  abuse  or  neglect 
in  New  York  City. 

The  United  Nations  General  Assembly  has  de¬ 
clared  1979,  the  International  Year  of  the  Child. 
Among  its  major  purposes  will  be  "to  encourage  all 
countries,  rich  and  poor,  to  review  their  programs 
for  the  .  .  .  well-being  of  children,  and  to  mobilize 
support  for  national  and  local  action  programs 
according  to  each  country's  conditions,  needs,  and 
priorities." 


FEMINARY  FOR  THE  SOUTH 

CHAPEL  HILL,  NC  —  Feminary,  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  surviving  feminist  publications  in  the  southeast, 
has  announced  that  it  will  become  a  lesbian  fem¬ 
inist  journal  "for  the  South." 

Produced  by  a  lesbian  feminist  collective  in  the 
Piedmont  of  North  Carolina,  the  publication  is 
"committed  to  working  on  issues  of  race,  because 
they  are  vital  to  an  understanding  of  our  lives  as 
they  have  been,  as  they  are  and  could  be  —  and  to 
understanding  and  overcoming  differences  on  class 
and  age  among  lesbians  as  well." 

Feminary  is  soliciting  manuscripts  on  news  and 
events,  storytelling,  articles  on  political  theory, 
poetry  and  short  prose,  humor  and  graphics. 

Subscriptions  to  Feminary  are  $5  a  year  for  in¬ 
dividuals  and  $10  a  year  for  institutions.  Address 
all  inquiries  and  manuscripts  to  Feminary,  P.O.  Box 
954,  Chapel  Hill,  NC  27514. 

NORTH  SHORE  ALLIANCE 

MARBLEHEAD,  MA  —  A  new  political  action 
organization,  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance,  has  been 
formed  here.  Organizers  say  the  group  will  work  to 
obtain  information  on  candidates  in  this  fall's 
election,  and  will  provide  endorsements  and  collect 
money  for  those  candidates  it  decides  to  support. 

Interested  persons  can  get  in  touch  with  the 
Alliance  at  P.O.  Box  806,  Marblehead,  MA  01945. 
Telephone  David  Newton  at  927-2605.  /■' 

There  will  be  a  general  meeting  of  the  North 
Shore  Gay  Alliance  on  Monday,  Oct.  23  at  7  p.m.  at 
12  0berSt.,  Beverley. 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  EXPERIENCE 

ALLSTON,  MA  —  Registration  is  still  open  for 
the  "Lesbian  and  Gay  Experience,"  a  five  week 
course  at  the  Cambridge  Center  for  Adult  Educa¬ 
tion,  42  Brattle  St.,  Cambridge.  The  course  begins 
Thursday,  Nov.  2  at  8:00  p.m.  and  meets  Thursday 
evenings  for  two  hours. 

The  men  and  women  participating  in  the 
course  get  a  chance  to  meet  other  gay  persons 
while  gaining  varying  perspectives  on  the  lesbian 
and  gay  experience.  This  course  was  designed  and 
is  moderated  by  Al  Bouchard,  president  of  the 
Human  Achievement  Foundation.  Bouchard  has 
seven  years  experience  moderating  lesbian  and 
gay  discussion  groups.  He  is  the  founder  of  Clear- 
space,  a  community  center  for  lesbian  women  and 
gay  men  in  the  Greater  Boston  area. 

For  course  costs  and  registration  call  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Center  for  Adult  Education  at  547-6789.  For 
additional  information  about  the  course  call  Al  Bou¬ 
chard  at  426-1572. 

VIOLENCE  IN  D.C. 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Violence  Against 
Gays  Committee,  organized  by  the  D.C.  Gay  Acti¬ 
vists  Alliance,  has  begun  a  leafletting  campaign  in 
this  city. 

Reading,  "Queer  Bashing  Kills:  Are  You  Re¬ 
sponsible?",  the  leaflets  are  just  part  of  an  effort  to 
increase  awareness  in  the  community  of  violence 
against  gays. 

The  leaflets  explain  that  police  in  Washington 
have  told  the  GAA  that  gays  fail  to  report  crimes 
and  fail  to  press  charges.  "Attackers  go  free,  at¬ 
tackers  unafraid  to  attack  again,"  the  leaflets 
state. 

The  GAA  urges  people  to  report  crimes  and 
press  charges  in  cases  of  violence  against  gays. 

CHANGE  AT  CLOSET  SPACE 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  WCAS  News  and  Public 
Affairs  Department  announced  this  week  that 
Muffy  Wheeler  is  joining  the  staff  of  the  program 
"Closet  Space."  Wheeler  will  co-host,  with  Joe 
Martin,  the  gay  and  lesbian  magazine-format  pro¬ 
gram. 

"I'm  looking  forward  to  working  on  'Closet 
Space,'  Wheeler  said,  "since  the  program  provides 
one  of  the  few  regular  forums  for  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity."  Noting  the  "philosophical"  margins  of  the 
program,  Martin  and  Wheeler  emphasized  that  the 
show  will  address  itself  to  a  variety  of  topics  includ¬ 
ing  and  beyond  the  strictly  "gay"  or  "feminist" 
orientation. 

"Our  guests  will  not  necessarily  be  card-carry¬ 
ing  members  of  the  women's  or  gay  movements. 
The  program  is  about  human  sexual  liberation  and 
that  includes  a  rather  extensive  range  of  ideas," 
Martin  added. 

Lisa  Schwartz,  Wheeler's  predecessor,  has  left 
the  program  to  work  as  public  relations  director  for 
the  New  England  Women's  Symphony.  "Closet 
Space"  is  heard  Sunday  mornings  at  9:00  on  WCAS. 
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Berkeley  Passes  Comprehensive  Anti-Discrimination  Ordinance 


By  Jim  Marko 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  The  City  Coun¬ 
cil  here  has  unanimously  approved  the 
toughest  and  most  comprehensive  gay 
rights  bill  in  the  country.  On  Tuesday, 
Oct.  10,  the  nine  member  Council 
voted  unanimously  for  the  second  time 
to  enact  the  ordinance  which  forbids 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  a  broad  range  of  areas. 

The  new  measure  is  far  stronger  than 
the  anti-discrimination  law  now  on  the 
books  in  San  Francisco.  Both  measures 
were  drafted  by  attorney  Matt  Coles,  a 
Hastings  College  of  Law  professor. 

Coles  told  GCN  that  the  Berkeley 
measure  “applies  to  just  about  every¬ 


thing.”  The  ordinance  forbids  discrim¬ 
ination  against  gays  in  housing,  em¬ 
ployment,  use  of  city  facilities  and 
services,  credit,  education,  and  services 
from  retail  outlets. 

Coles  pointed  out  that  unlike  any 
other  gay  rights  measure,  the  Berkeley 
ordinance  “provides  a  direct  right  of 
action  for  the  victim.”  Enforcement 
procedures  can  be  conducted  through 
small  claims  and  civil  court  cases. 

According  to  Coles,  violators  of  the 
new  law,  which  takes  effect  in  thirty 
days,  couldbe  forced  to  pay  up  to  $400 
in  damages,  as  well  as  attorneys’  fees 
and  other  court  costs. 

Less  sweeping  gay  rights  ordinances 


have  been  overturned  in  a  number  of 
American  cities  in  the  past  year  and  a 
half  after  anti-gay  persons  and  organi¬ 
zations  forced  initiatives  and  referenda 
on  the  issues;  Californians  are  facing  a 
vote  on  an  anti-gay  initiative  in  No¬ 
vember  [see  story,  page  1]. 

Attorney  Coles  told  GCN  that  he  ex¬ 
pects  an  effort  by  some  organization  to 
call  for  a  referendum  on  the  gay  rights 
ordinance  in  Bekeley.  “I  would  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  it  got  on  the  ballot  and 
shocked  if  it  were  defeated,”  he  said. 

Coles  added  he  feels  the  Berkeley 
City  Council’s  action  is  a  definite  state¬ 
ment  against  the  anti-gay  school  work¬ 
ers’  Proposition  6  in  the  city.  “It  shows 


that  people  in  Berkeley  do  not  approve 
of  the  Briggs  Initiative  and  are  against 
the  discrimination  of  gay  people,” 
Coles  said. 

There  are  now  32  cities  in  the  coun¬ 
try  with  gay  rights  ordinances.  Four 
counties  have  also  passed  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  measures. 

In  general  elections  this  fall,  the  city 
of  Seattle,  Wash.,  will  decide  the  fate 
of  existing  anti-discrimination  meas¬ 
ures.  The  City  Council  of  New  York 
may  also  deal  with  an  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  measure.  Intro  384  is  now  in  com¬ 
mittee. 


Intro  384  Billboards  Stand  Above  NYC’s  Sheridan  Square 


By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  two  large 
“Man’s  Country”  billboards  on  Sher¬ 
idan  Square  in  Greenwich  Village  re¬ 
vealed  a  new  message  on  Oct.  4,  “We 
urge  all  New  Yorkers:  Contact  your 
city  council  members.  Tell  them  you 
want  Intro  384  passed.”  White  letters 
on  a  maroon  background  proclaim, 
“Citizens  for  Gay  Rights  Legislation.” 
The  names  of  42  prominent  figures  in 
the  arts,  religion,  and  politics  appear 
along  with  the  brief  message  endorsing 
passage  of  Intro  384,  the  proposed  gay 
rights  bill  introduced  in  the  City 
Council. 

Citizens  for  Gay  Rights  Legislation, 
coordinated  by  Bill  Elverman  and  Jim 
Nicola,  is  the  new,  independent  group 
responsible  for  the  lobbying  effort. 
The  group  states,  “The  upcoming  New 
York  City  Council  vote  on  Intro  384, 
the  city’s  gay  rights  bill  which  will 

guarantee  the  rights  of  gay  men  and 
women  in  jobs,  housing  and  public  ac¬ 
commodations,  has  prompted  the  Citi¬ 
zens  for  Gay  Rights  Legislation,  a 
broad-based,  ad  hoc  lobbying  commit¬ 
tee  supported  by  prominent  members 
of  the  arts,  religion  and  politics,  to 
urge  support  for  passage  of  the  bill.” 

The  billboards  also  give  a  telephone 
number  —  (212)  242-0245  —  for  a  re¬ 
corded  message  from  the  New  York 
Political  Action  Council  (NYPAC) 
which  provides  information  regarding 
the  progress  of  the  bill  and  suggests 
further  action. 

Work  on  the  project  began  last  Feb¬ 
ruary  when  Elverman  and  Nicola 
drafted  an  initial  statement  of  support 
of  gay  rights  and  a  letter  signed  by  their 


original  “committee  of  six”  which  was 
then  sent  to  other  prominent  people 
seeking  their  public  support. 

The  Sheridan  Square  billboards  were 
donated  to  publicize  the  lobbying 
effort  by  Man’s  Country  Baths  which 
has  leased  the  billboards  on  a  yearly 
basis.  In  August,  Man’s  Country 
changed  their  usual  ad  to  a  pre-primary 
election  message  which  urged  “Gay 
Rights.  Register  &  Vote.” 

The  New  York  Post,  which  has 
resumed  publication  after  a  long  strike, 
printed  an  Oct.  5  article  on  page  78 
about  the  billboards.  The  Post 
headline  read  “Gay  Signs  Raise  An 
Uproar  in  Village.”  The  article’s  angle 
was  one  of  controversy  and  sensation¬ 
alism.  “Neighborhood  opinion  on  the 
two  signs  was  split  between  the  old  and 
young,  with  many  of  the  qlder  resi- 


ANN  ARBOR,  MI  —  This  city’s 
broad  based  anti-discrimination  ordin¬ 
ance  remains  in  effect  despite  the  state 
attorney  general’s  ruling  that  the  meas¬ 
ure  was  not  legal.  City  Attorney  R. 
Bruce  Laidlaw  disagreed  with  Attorney 
General  Frank  J.  Kelley’s  finding  that 
state  law  preempts  local  governments 
from  enforcing  civil  rights  laws. 

Attorney  Laidlaw  stated  that  though 
the  city  may  refer  some  matters  to  the 
Michigan  Civil  Rights  Commission, 
most  issues  can  be  dealt  with  by  the 
human  rights  ordinance  on  the  books 
in  Ann  Arbor.  “There  does  not  ap¬ 
pear,”  Laidlaw  said,  “to  be  any  more 
compelling  reason  to  give  up  on  local 
civil  rights  enforcement  than  there  was 


dents  of  the  area  expressing  anger  that 
the  issue  should  be  aired  above  their 
homes.”  The  article  did  not  include  a 
photograph  and  also  neglected  to  men¬ 
tion  any  of  the  names  appearing  on  the 
signs  or  the  phone  number  for  addi¬ 
tional  information  about  the  bill. 

Citizens  for  Gay  Rights  Legislation 
has?*taken  for  its  credo  the  words  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  “Equal  and  exact 
justice  to  all  men  of  whatever  state  or 
persuasion,”  adding  that  “These 
words  are  inscribed  on  the  ceiling  of 
New  York’s  City  Council  chambers. 
As  the  City  Council  considers  Intro 
384,  we  approach  Jefferson’s  ideal. 
Intro  384  forbids  discrimination 
against  gay  men  and  women  in  jobs, 
housing  and  public  accommodations. 
We  urge  all  New  Yorkers  to  contact 
their  City  Council  members.  Tell  them 


when  the  City  Council  adopted  its  1970 
version  [of  the  human  rights  law].” 

Earlier  this  year,  the  1970  ordinance 
was  replaced  with  an  even  more  comp¬ 
rehensive  measure.  Ann  Arbor’s  rights 
ordinance  prohibits  discrimination  in 
housing,  employment  and  public  ac¬ 
commodations  based  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation,  race,  color,  religion,  national 
origin,  sex,  age,  marital  status,  physi¬ 
cal  limitations,  education,  association, 
pregnancy,  source  of  income  and 
family  responsibilities. 

The  Ann  Arbor  ordinance,  and  simi¬ 
lar  rights  laws  in  other  Michigan  cities, 
would  be  illegal  if  Attorney  General 
Kelley’s  opinion  is  accepted  by  the 
state  courts. 


of  your  hope  for  New  York  City.  Tell 
them  you  want  Intro  384  passed  into 
law.” 

The  public  statement  is  signed  by  the 
following: 

Robert  Abrams,  Bella  Abzuji,  F-dward  Albce.  I’etcr  Allen, 
Woody  Allen,  Richard  Avcdon.  Lauren  Bacall,  Janies  Baldwin, 
Arthur  Bell,  Herbert  Berghof.  Miriam  Bockmnn,  Rabbi  Balfour 
Brickncr.  William  Burroughs.  Alvin  Carmines.  Rev.  Robert 
Carter,  SJ.  Paddy  Chayefskv.  Rep.  Shirley  Chisholm,  Ramsey 
Clark,  Shirley  P.  Clurman.  Betty  Comden,  Midge  Costan/a, 
Hume  C'ronyn,  John  Curry.  Colleen  Dcwhursl,  David  Elliot. 
Eliot  I  eld.  Rabbi  Karen  Leah  Fox,  Bernard  Ciersten,  Rabbi 
Stuart  Gertman,  Ira  Glasser,  Sen.  Roy  Goodman,  Victor 
Gotbaum,  Morton  Gottlieb.  Rep.  Bill  Green,  J.o  Wilder  Grey. 
Joel  Grey,  Donald  Grody,  LeeCnibcr,  Elinor  Guggcnheimer,  Uta 
Hagen,  Julie  Harris,  Celeste  Holm.  Frit/  Holt,  Alex  Katz,  Flia 
Kazan.  Diane  Keaton,  Flo  Kennedy,  Murray  Kcmpton.  Werner 
Kramarsky.  Arthur  Laurents.  F.  G.  Marshall,  Terrence  McNally, 
Ann  Meara,. Merle  Miller,  Rt.  Rev.  Paul  Moore,  Michael  Mori- 
arty,  Robert  Moss.  Stewart  Molt,  Bess  M verson.  Aryeh  Ncicr. 
Louise  Ncvclson,  Paul  Newman.  Joseph  Papp,  Leontyne  Price, 
Harold  Prince,  Judy  Prince.  Tony  Randall.  Rep.  Charles  Rangel, 
Richard  Rodgers.  Florence  Rome.  Harold  Rome.  Das  id  Roth- 
cnberg,  Aaron  Russo,  Susan  Scudder,  Stephen  Sondheim.  Gary 
Sperling.  Andrew  Stein.  Jerry  Stiller.  Elizabeth  Swados.  Jessica 
Tandy.  Mildred  Traube,  Thomas  Tryon,  Jean  van  Itallic,  Rep. 
Ted  Weiss,  Jacqueline  Wexler,  Fan  lord  Wilson,  Joanne 
Woodward. 


Ann  Arbor  City  Attorney  Laidlaw 
maintained  that  the  attorney  general’s 
ruling  ignores  the  home  rule  provisions 
of  the  constitution.  Laidlaw  said  that 
those  provisions  “have  been  construed 
as  giving  local  governments  ample 
power  to  regulate  all  matters  which  the 
local  legislative  body  deems  to  be  of 
local  municipal  concern.” 

The  Ann  Arbor  measure  involves 
private  businesses  as  well  as  the  prac¬ 
tices  of  labor  unions.  It  prohibits  lend¬ 
ing  institutions  and  insurance  com¬ 
panies  from  “redlining”  —  a  refusal  to 
lend  more  or  offer  insurance  to  certain 
parts  of  the  city. 


Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  Retains  Rights  Ordinance 


Steps  Taken  Toward  Changes  for  Gays  in  Great  Britain 


LONDON,  England  —  The  British 
government  has  taken  an  important 
step  in  changing  its  stance  on  homosex¬ 
uality.  London’s  Gay  News  reports 
that  a  recent  government  study  has 
stated  that  homosexuality  should  no 
longer  be  regarded  as  a  “mental  dis¬ 
order.” 

A  White  Paper  proposing  reform  of 
the  1959  Mental  Health  Act  has  recom¬ 
mended  the  change.  The  1959  Act  al¬ 
lowed  physicians  to  commit  gay  per¬ 
sons  to  mental  hospitals  as  “sexual  de¬ 
viants.”  The  committing  of  gays  was 
compulsory  under  the  Mental  Health 


Act. 

According  to  the  recommendation, 
however,  that  would  change.  Para¬ 
graph  1.32  in  the  White  Paper  states, 
“The  Government  should  make  it  clear 
that  sexual  deviancy  of  itself  is  not  a 
mental  disorder  and  does  not  provide 
sufficient  grounds  for  compulsory  de¬ 
tention  in  hospital. 

“It  therefore  proposes  the  inclusion 
of  a  new  provision  excluding  sexual  de¬ 
viancy  as  well  as  drug  or  alcohol  de¬ 
pendence  from  the  scope  of  the  Act.” 

The  White  Paper,  called  “Review  of 
the  Mental  Health  Act  of  1959,”  was 


prepared  by  the  Dept,  of  Health  and 
Social  Security,  the  Home  Office,  the 
Welsh  Office  and  the  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor’s  Department. 

Meanwhile,  the  Liberal  Party  in 
Britain  is  planning  continued  work  on 
a  number  of  strong  pro-gay  rights 
measures  proposed  by  a  committee 
during  an  annual  Party  meeting. 

Delegates  to  the  Assembly  approved 
policy  commitments  to  gay  rights  in¬ 
cluding  statutory  protection  against 
discrimination.  It  is  already  the  policy 
of  the  Liberal  Party  that  homosexual 
law  reform  should  be  extended  to  Scot¬ 


land  and  Northern  Ireland.  The  Party 
has  also  gone  on  record  saying  that  the 
age  of  consent  for  gay  men  should  be 
reduced. 

A  major  new  proposal  in  the  Liberal 
Party  committee  report  was  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  wide-ranging  Anti-Discrimin¬ 
ation  Board  under  an  Anti-Discrimina¬ 
tion  Act.  According  to  Gay  News,  the 
Board  “would  be  required  to  look  at 
all  forms  of  discrimination,  whether 
practiced  against  women,  blacks,  gays 
or  others.” 


Criminal  Code  Reform  Legislation  Killed  in  House  Action 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a 
surprise  move,  and  by  a  voice  vote,  the 
House  killed  the  controversial  legisla¬ 
tion  to  reform  the  U.S.  criminal  code. 
Senate  Bill  1437  was  called  by  its  spon¬ 
sor,  Mass.  Senator  Edward  Kennedy, 
the  most  comprehensive  revision  of  the 
federal  criminal  code  ever  attempted. 
Kennedy,  who  said  he  was  “extremely 
disappointed,”  has  promised  to  renew 
his  efforts  to  pass  a  reform  bill  next 
year. 


Opponents  of  the  measure,  led  in 
Boston  by  the  Boston  Coalition  to  Stop 
S.1437,  had  charged  that  the  recodifi¬ 
cation  measure  would  have  given 
police  and  other  enforcement  officials 
broad  powers  and  would  reduce  free¬ 
dom  of  speech  and  assembly,  and  the 
right  to  privacy. 

The  act  was  vehemently  opposed  by 
various  civil  libertarians  and  political 
activists.  In  a  wide  ranging  discussion 
of  the  measure  in  GCN  [Vol.  5,  No. 


47],  Leslie  Cagan,  an  activist  in  the 
women’s  and  lesbian  and  gay  move¬ 
ments,  said  passage  could  have  serious 
consequences  for  the  movement. 

At  that  time  Cagan  observed  that 
“some  of  the  specific  provisions  in  the 
act  would  directly  affect  the  political 
work  we  now  do.  The  lesbian/gay 
movement  has  used  and  will  continue 
to  use  demonstrations  and  other  public 
activities  as  one  way  to  reach  people. 

“But  with  this  new  criminal  code 


greater  authority  would  be  granted  to 
federal  law  enforcers  to  curtail  our 
right  to  assemble  and  demonstrate.” 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
called  the  House  killing  of  the  code 
reform  “a  very  favorable  develop¬ 
ment.”  ACLU  official  John  Shattuck 
told  reporters,  “all  the  features  of  the 
bill  that  would  have  eroded  civil  liber¬ 
ties  disturbed  the  House  Criminal  Jus¬ 
tice  Subcommittee.  ’  ’ 
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sexf  guilt  and 
integrity 

Dear  Editor: 

The  recent  Speaking  Out  column  by  Mr.  Rick 
Hillegas,  which  I  assume  in  part  stems  from  a 
previous  GCN  article  on  the  Integrity  Conven¬ 
tion  in  which  1  was  quoted  (somewhat  out  of 
context  I  might  add),  requires  a  response.  The 
quotes  from  my  address  which  appeared  are  run 
together  as  if  they  appeared  together  in  my 
speech,  when  in  reality  there  were  several  pages 
of  material  which  separated  my  remarks  about 
guilt  and  subsequent  remarks  about  sexual 
activity.  Of  course,  I  realize  that  GCN  could  not 
have  known  that  and  certainly  could  not  have 
printed  the  text  of  my  remarks  even  if  it  had 
known.  In  any  case,  an  erroneous  impression 
was  the  result. 

I  do  believe  guilt  serves  a  distinct  purpose,  and 
certainly  is  a  useful  emotion  in  guiding  our  be¬ 
havior,  particularly  as  we  relate  to  other  people. 
It  can  also  become  a  destructive  phenomena 
when  allowed  to  consume  an  individual.  It  is  an 
emotion  that  has  positive  and  negative  contexts, 
much  like  anger.  The  key  clarification  that  needs 
to  be  made  is  that  I  wasn’t  really  much  talking 
about  sex  or  sexual  activity  (or  at  best  peripher¬ 
ally)  in  the  context  of  my  remarks  about  guilt. 
The  focus  of  my  discussion  was  on  how  we  relate 
to  each  other  in  the  gay'  community  and  as  gay 
people  in  some  instances  .  .  .  that  is  in  a  deper¬ 
sonalized,  dehumanizing,  objectified,  and  ex¬ 
ploitative  manner  which  is  to  me  alarming  at 
times.  I  also  noted  that  such  alienating  and  im¬ 
personal  behavior  seems  to  be  increasingly  uni¬ 
versal  in  our  society,  and  certainly  not  unique  to 
the  gay  community. 

I  do  tire  of  the  tendency  in  the  gay  community 
to  justify  and  rationalize  any  and  every  kind  of 
behavior  and  interaction  by  chalking  it  all  up  to 
“liberation.”  I  remain  unconvinced  that  the 
“anything  goes”  mentality  equals  liberation.  I 
know  of  few  people  who  feel  deprived  and  un¬ 
liberated  because  they  have  been  denied  the 
opportunity  to  have  sex  in  the  Star  Market. 
There  are  some  people  who  go  to  public  rest¬ 
rooms  to  have  sex,  but  just  as  clearly  they  annoy 
other  people  who  go  to  public  restrooms  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  designed  ...  to 
relieve  themselves  of  a  full  bladder.  There  are 
many  gay  people  who  prefer  not  to  have  sex  in 
public  places  ana  probably  conversely  there  are 
many  straight  people,  as  well  as  gay  people  who 
go  to  public  places  for  sex.  I  believe  there  are 
inappropriate  places  to  have  sex  and  it  has  to  do  I 
believe  with  invading  the  body  space  and  living 
space  of  others  who  may  use  such  facilities,  and 
little  to  do  with  sex-fear,  hate  guilt  or  any  of  the 
rest  of  the  rhetoric  of  that  nature. 

1  at  no  time  said  people  who  have  sex  in  public 
restrooms  ought  to  feel  guilty,  or  who  have  sex  in 
other  public  places  for  that  matter.  I,  for  in¬ 
stance,  distringuish  between  public  restrooms, 
where  people  of  all  walks  of  life  and  persuasions 
may  enter  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  facility, 
and  the  baths,  for  instance,  which  clearly  exist 
for  the  purpose  of  sexual  encounters  and  pre¬ 
sumably  anyone  who  goes  is  well  aware  of  that 
purpose. 

1  would  also  like  to  clarify  that  I  also  never 
mentioned  or  equated  “responsible  sex”  (1  don’t 
even  think  1  used  the  phrase,  after  perusing  my 
address)  with  monogamy, covenantalrelationships 
or  marriage.  In  fact,  I  rejected  those  models  in 
the  context  of  their  predominant  heterosexual 
usage.  1  regard  responsible  as  meaning  respect 
for  the  feelings,  needs,  and  person  of  others.  For 
gay  men,  in  many  instances,  it  might  mean  re¬ 
garding  other  men  as  whole  people,  not  just  as 
cocks  to  be  had.  I  don’t  regard  responsible  as  a 
dirty  word. 

Integrity,  and  I  am  sure  the  other  gay  religious 
groups  mentioned,  is  a  diverse  community  of 
people  with  a  wide  spectrum  of  ideas,  philoso¬ 
phies,  and  values.  Integrity  is  not  in  the  business 
of  condemning  anything  or  of  constructing  any 
new  sex  paradigms  to  which  Mr.  Hillegas  refers. 

1  don’t  believe  that  the  subject  has  even  come  up 
in  our  discussions  other  than  in  the  context  of 
sharing  our  ideas  and  feelings  to  arrive  at  a 
deeper  understanding  of  ourselves  as  individuals 
and  as  a  community  of  Christians.  Certainly  the 
impression  of  dogmatic  pronouncements  on  the 
matter  which  Mr.  Hillegas  conveys  clearly  does 
not  exist  at  all  in  Integrity. 

1  believe  as  gay  Christians,  we  are  unique  and 
different  from  those  with  a  strictly  secular  phil¬ 
osophy  or  point  of  view.  I  am  sure  there  is  equal 
value  in  both  perspectives.  As  Christians,  we 
have  chosen  to  adopt  a  certain  philosophy,  a 
particular  value  system,  and  to  live  by  certain 
guidelines  that  are  goo*!  for  us.  Even  within  that 
system,  there  are  different  applications  and  in- 
terpretatios  as  to  what  that  means  in  each  indi¬ 
vidual’s  life,  which  are  often  quite  diverse.  How 
we  live  our  lives  as  Christians  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
uniquely  personal  experience  that  is  quite  vari¬ 
able.  I  believe  we  have  a  unique  perspective  to 


contribute  to  the  gay  community  that  is  one 
among  many.  It  does  not  involve  foisting  our 
values  on  others  even  within  our  own  Integrity 
community,  much  less  without.  It  also  does  not 
involve  the  condemnation  of  anyone’s  activities, 
sexual  or  otherwise. 

It  was  evident  to  me  in  Minneapolis  that  In¬ 
tegrity  chose  a  cautious,  rather  conservative  ap¬ 
proach  in  our  outreach  ministry  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  That  was  pretty  much  a  concensus 
opinion  among  most  of  the  110  people  present. 
Again,  there  is  more  than  one  opinion  as  to  what 
our  approach  should  be  and  frequently  it  results 
in  compromise.  I  am,  however,  annoyed  by  the 
assumption  on  the  part  of  many  spokespersons 
“for  the  gay  community”  and  often  on  the  part 
of  the  gay  press  as  well,  that  we  must  all  be 
radical,  leftist  revolutionaries  in  order  to  be  gay  . 
. .  .  certainly  to  be  gay  activists.  Those  of  us  who 
are  not  in  favor  of  anarchy  or  outrageous  ex¬ 
tremes  are  somehow  suspect  and  “out  of  it.” 
There  are  many  of  us  who  prefer  a  moderate 
approach,  who  prefer  to  foster  reconciliation 
and  understanding  in  less  dramatic  fashion.  I 
don’t  apologize  for  that  approach  which  I  have 
found  to  be  both  useful  and  realistic.  It  is  some¬ 
thing  akin  to  Alice  in  Wonderland  to  expect  the 
Bishops  of  the  Episcopal  Church  to  be  where  Mr. 
Hillegas  seems  to  think  they  ought  to  be.  Bishop 
Corrigan’s  statement  was  quite  radical  and  genu¬ 
inely  susensitive  and  con.  rned,  when  one  con¬ 
siders  that  he  is  a  retired  Bishop  who  is  well  over 
70  years  old  and  who  hails  from  quite  a  different 
era  than  we.  Bishop  Moore’s  action  and  commit¬ 
ment  in  ordaining  Ellen  Barrett  was  hardly  a 
political  plus  for  him,  and  he  suffered  much 
abuse  in  our  Church  because  of  it .  .  .  willingly,  I 
might  add.  He  has  not  backed  off,  as  one  could 
have  expected  he  might,  and  his  subsequent 
statements  of  support  and  his  commitment  to 
Integrity  continue  to  be  firm  and  unswerving. 

Lastly,  I  would  like  to  add  that  my  thoughts 
and  opinions  are  my  own,  and  do  not  represent 
official  Integrity  positions  necessarily.  My  re¬ 
marks  at  the  convention  were  primarily  designed 
to  engender  discussion  and  debate  ...  to  pro¬ 
voke  examination  of  certain  issues  which  1  feel 
we  need  to  address,  and  which  were  to  be 
addressed  in  some  of  our  workshops  in  Minne¬ 
apolis.  I  do  not  intend  to  provide  answers  or 
pronouncements,  nor  was  it  my  intent  to  purport 
to  articulate  positions  for  Integrity.  It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  Mr.  Hillegas  perceives  me  as 
Integrity,  and  by  association,  even  used  what 
were  personal  remarks  to  deliver  a  broadside 
against  Dignity  and  other  gay  religious  groups.  I 
doubt  that  I  can  speak  effectively  for  even  most 
of  Integrity’s  members  on  very  many  issues,  and 
certainly  not  on  such  personal  matters  as  the 
ones  articulated  by  Mr.  Hillegas. 

I  reply  as  Integrity’s  President  only  because  I 
was  addressed  as  such  in  Mr.  Hillegas’  state¬ 
ment,  and  this  reply  is  not  intended  to  be 
“official.”  I  do  question  how  extensive  Mr.  Hil¬ 
legas’  contacts  have  been  with  other  Interity  or 
the  Episcopal  Church.  His  contact  with  me  is 
non-existent,  so  in  conclusion,  I  find  it  difficult 
to  understand  how  he  speaks  in  any  way  author¬ 
itatively  in  this  matter.  His  article  is  at  best  based 
on  some  misinformation  and  a  few  quotes  from 
me  taken  out  of  context  from  what  was  a  10  page 
address  to  the  Integrity  Convention. 

Sincerely, 

John  C.  Lawrence, 
President, 
Integrity,  Inc. 

Dorchester,  MA 

Addendum: 

I  have  one  added  brief  correction  of  your 
article  on  the  Integrity  Convention  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Sept.  9,  1978  issue.  It  is  simply  this: 

I  did  not  call  for  “a  new  Christian  sexual  ethic, 
especially  for  gays.”  What  I  called  for  was  a 
discussion  of  whether  there  was  any  such  thing  as 
a  gay  Christian  ethic,  and  if  so  what  it  might 
consist  of.  I  also  called  for  a  look  at  the  meaning 
of  “a  gay  Christian  lifestyle.”  Again,  it  was  not 
something  1  had  “found”  about  which  I  was 
making  pronouncements  or  even  telling  people 
about,  but  rather  a  topic  for  exploration, 
particularly  with  an  idea  of  sharing  our  personal 
experiences  in  that  regard  with  each  other. 

The  distinction  between  the  two  is  quite  con¬ 
siderable  and  worthy  1  think  of  correction. 


the  last  word 

Gentlepersons: 

Asanunrepentant  Georgia  belle  and  prelapsar- 
ian  tearoom  quean,  I  applaud  Rick  Hillegas  for 
his  concern  (GCN,  Oct.  7,  1978)  that  lesbians 
and  gays  in  religious  groups  are  always  tempted 
to  substitute  humorless  judgmentalism  for  grace. 
By  the  same  token,  I  urge  Rick  to  stay  with  us: 
the  house  is  big  enough  for  us  prodigals  as  well  as 
for  the  prudent  elder  brothers. 

Love, 

Louie  Crew 
Founder, 
Integrity,  Inc. 
Fort  Valley,  GA 


letters  home 

Dear  People, 

Your  paper  has  become  very  important  to  me 
in  my  coming  out  over  the  past  two  years.  The 
journalism  is  excellent,  the  commitment  moving, 
and  the  struggle  for  pride  and  unity  among  our 
community  a  fine  model.  Thank-you. 

While  reading  your  last  issue,  I  thought  of  the 
letter  I  had  hurriedly  written  my  Mom  last  spring 
in  response  to  her  discovery  of  my  gayness.  I 
remembered  that  it  had  just  poured  out  of  me 
and  that  I  felt  very  good  about  it,  so  I  found  the 
scribbled  first  copy  and  am  sending  it  to  you  in 
the  hopes  that  some  or  all  of  it  might  be  support¬ 
ive  to  others  in  their  coming  out. 

Sincerely, 

David  Stark 
Brighton,  MA 

Dearest  David, 

About  a  week  ago  .  .  .  you  came  up  .  .  .  your 
homosexual  encounters.  I’m  sure  you  must  know 

how  it  affected  me  .  .  .  Dr. - felt  that  you 

should  go  to  the  .  .  .  and  begin  counseling/ther¬ 
apy  immediately. 

Dear  David,  you  left  7  years  ago  and  began  to 
totallysteer  your  own  course,  without  parental 
guidance.  It  was  a  tender  age.  I  have  interfered 
but  a  minimum  amount,  however,  I’m  going  to 
request  and  urge  that  you  do  what  1  ask  at  once. 

I  send  my  love  and  support.  Let  me  hear  from 
you. 

Leigh 

Dearest  Mom, 

I’m  sorry  you  found  out.  I  knew  it  would 
cause  great  pain.  You’ve  had  so  much.  That’s  the 
last  thing  I  wanted.  I  love  you  so  much.  In  some 
ways,  you’re  more  important  than  anyone  in  the 
world  to  me. 

I  wish  you  could  know  what  a  truly  good  man 
you  have  raised.  That  you  could  know  and  feel' 
the  pride  you  so  deserve  to  in  the  kind  of  man 
your  son  is.  I  am  one  of  the  healthiest  people 
around.  I  fought  for  years  with  my  homosexual 
attractions  —  before  I  ever  left  home  (they  start¬ 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  puberty).  By  the  time  I 
finally  got  around  to  acting  on  them,  I  felt  no 
guilt,  shame,  or  fear  of  what  would  happen;  only 
an  enormous  sense  of  true  liberation  —  more 
than  I’ve  ever  felt  in  my  life.  That  (for  once)  I 
was  really  going  to  do  and  be  what  I  felt  and  not 
be  controlled  by  society.  Maybe  somewhat  akin 
to  what  you  felt  when  you  put  your  marriage 
with  Hugh  on  the  line  for  what  you  really 
wanted.  I  am  so  lucky  that  I  have  the  capacity  to 
be  tender  and  loving  with  other  men.  That  is  so 
rare,  because  we  are  taught  so  strongly  to 
compete  with  and  put  down  and  not  help  each 
other.  When  I  am  holding  and  loving  a  man 
(much  as  you  held  me  so  many  times  as  a  child  — 
with  love  and  tenderness)  besides  the  disgust  I 
still  have  built  in,  I  think:  How  could  people  be 
so  upset  by  anything  this  good,  this  human,  this 
simple? 

I  did  not  tell  you  because  I  love  you  so  much 
and  knew  you  would  feel  “well,  one  more  failure 
I’ve  created.”  That’s  just  not  true.  You  did  not 
create  my  gayness,  nor  could  you  change  it  if  you 
chose  to  (or  had  been  more  vigilant,  when  I  was 
young  or  whatever).  I  am  healthier  than  almost 
anyone  around.  Though  I  know  you  cannot, 
now,  believe  that.  But,  nothing  about  me  has 
changed  —  only  your  knowledge  of  me.  I’m  the 
same  smart,  attractive,  loving,  good  son,  fine 
man  you’ve  always  known.  I  love  you  so  much, 
my  dear  sweet  mother.  Maybe  it  is  good  you  have 
found  this  out,  for  it  was  one  of  the  few  (and  to 
me  relatively  unimportant)  barriers  between  us.  I 
love  you.  1  am  your  son.  I  am  proud  of  both  of 
us,  because  we  are  both  of  grandpa  and  grand¬ 
ma’s  stock  —  basically  good,  sensitive  caring 
(and  frequently  fallible)  people.  And,  my  dear  — 
we  can  laugh.  Can  we  laugh!  —  and  hurt  too 
when  the  time  comes. 

All  my  love, 

Dave 


J.C.L. 


IN  ERRATA 

A  News  Note  concerning  a  fire 
which  destroyed  the  counseling  center 
Identity  House  (GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  11) 
stated  that  the  House  “is  the  only 
counseling  center  in  New  York  serving 
the  needs  of  the  entire  gay  and  bisexual 
community,  including  men  and 
women.” 


A  spokesperson  for  the  Institute  of 
Human  Identity  has  informed  GCN 
that  the  statement  is  incorrect.  The  In¬ 
stitute  for  Human  Identity  is  “a  coun¬ 
seling  and  psychotherapy  center  for 
gay,  lesbian,  and  bisexual  persons.” 
The  Institute  is  located  at  490  West 
End  Ave.,  New  York  City  10024.  For 
further  information  call  (212)  799- 
9432. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 

Gay  Money  is  Gay  Power 

by  Walter  J.  Phillips 

Frankly  speaking  this  piece  you  are  about  to  read  represents  propaganda 
writing.  So  if  you  are  not  inclined  to  be  propagandized  then  just  turn  the  page,  but 
if  you  are  read  on. 

One  of  the  enduring  chants  of  the  homosexual  liberation  movement  is  gay 
power.  Power  can  of  course  represent  many  things  to  many  people,  but  all  of  us 
should  at  least  consider  thinking  of  power  in  economic  terms.  Economics  is  of 
course  a  basic  reality  of  life  inasmuch  as  we  all  require  a  basic  subsistence  in  food, 
clothing,  and  shelter  if  our  existence  is  to  continue. 

Fortunately  in  the  United  States  the  question  is  not  if  we  will  have  enough  for 
our  food,  clothing  and  shelter  but  how  we  will  dispose  of  what  resources  we  have 
to  obtain  what  basic  necessities  and  luxuries  each  of  us  want  in  this  life. 

Perhaps  some  of  us  have  never  stopped  to  consider  the  fact  that  we  have  a 
choice  other  than  to  live  or  to  die  but  we  do  indeed  and  that  choice  is  where  to 
dispose  of  what  economic  resources  we  possess  or  differently  stated  where  to  spend 
our  weekly  paycheck  to  meet  our  basic  needs. 

For  example,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  not  only  can  Coca-Cola  be  purchased 
around  the  world,  it  can  also  be  purchased  in  many  different  types  of  establish¬ 
ments  such  as  cafes,  grocery  stores,  laundries,  and  so  forth.  Some  of  the  merchants 
who  sell  this  product  will  make  a  profit  on  their  sales  and  some,  like  ships  that  pass 
in  the  night,  will  come  and  go.  It  mostly  depends  on  which  stores  the  consumer 
decides  to  buy  in. 

We  of  course  are  something  more  than  consumers.  We  are  homosexual  con¬ 
sumers.  We  will  build  a  movement  when  we  recognize  thatour  homosexuality,  and 
our  lifestyle,  is  more  important  than  anything  else,  and  when  we  become 
movement  oriented  we  will  care  about  the  condition  of  the  homosexual  which  in 
many  respects  is  a  situation  of  powerlessness,  hence  the  chant  gay  power,  including 
but  not  limited  to  economic  powerlessness. 

Aha  so  you,  the  reader,  say,  now  we  are  getting  to  what  the  song  calls  “the 
trouble  of  the  world!”  And  so  the  world  has  troubles,  what  is  it  to  me  inasmuch  as 
I  did  nothing  to  cause  them  and  am  only  here  to  live  my  life  or  more  aptly  get 
through  it  the  best  I  can  and  am  poweless  to  do  anything  about  the  troubles  of 
this  world  anyway. 

Oh,  but  dear  reader,  that  attitude  is  quite  wrong,  there  is  something  one  can 
do  and  that  something  only  involves  a  conscious  choice  of  where  one  is  to  spend 
whatever  funds  he  may  have,  and  one  by  no  means  is  required  to  possess  a  large 
amount  of  money.  Everyone  can  participate,  welfare  queens  included,  and  it  in¬ 
volves  one  decision  that  is  where  to  spend  one’s  money. 

Ponder  for  a  moment  that  one  of  the  most  remarkable  events  of  the  seventies 
has  been  the  rise  of  the  gay  press.  To  appreciate  what  an  event  like  this  represents 
one  has  only  to  look  back  to  the  time  when  there  were  exactly  two  publications  sold 
only  on  newsstands,  One  Magazine  and  the  Mattachine  Review.  It  took  a  decision 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  before  One  Magazine  could  be  circulated  via 
the  U.S.  mail.  So  the  emergence  of  the  gay  press  in  the  seventies  is  indeed  an  event 
of  note.  It  happened  for  many  and  varied  reasons,  but  one  thing  is  for  certain,  thg; 
gay  press  can  exist  and  will  only  continue  to  exist  because  of  the  support  (eco-~ 
nomic)  of  its  readers  and  advertisers. 

Nothing  But  Repression 

by  "Steve” 

Walking  around  Boston  lately  one  is  struck  by  the  number  of  hand-written 
signs  which  state  simply  “GAY”  and  then  beside  or  under  them  is  drawn  a  crude 
hammer  and  sickle.  Now  any  informed  gay  knows  that  symbol  is  the  sign  of  death 
for  gays.  Indeed  the  October  7th  issue  of  GCN  carried  an  article  relating  the  new 
Cuban  penal  code  as  it  applies  to  gay  people. 

There  are  two  lines  of  thought  on  this  matter.  One  says  it  is  the  work  of  anti¬ 
gay  perverts  who  are  seeking  to  attach  a  communist  spotting  to  legitimate  and 
intelligent  gays  who  are  loyal  to  human  rights  and  human  respect. 

The  other  says  the  work  is  being  done  by  marxist-socialist-leninist  gays.  The 
terms  marxist-socialist-leninist  are  antithetical  to  gay.  Treatment  of  gays  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  all  other  socialist  nations  of  the  marxist-leninist  stripe  is  nothing 
but  horrific,  rivaling  Adolf  Hitler’s  inhuman  excesses. 

Liberal  gays,  conservative  gays,  middle-of-the-road  gays  know  full  well,  par- 


If  we  want  to  see  the  continuance  of  the  gay  press  and  the  emergence  of  gay 
presence  in  fields  such  as  music,  where  there  is  currently  little  if  any  representation 
(how  many  gay  albums  have  you  been  able  to  buy  lately),  we  must  realize  that  such 
a  thing  depends  on  no  one  but  us.  The  movement  is  not  something  outside  of  us. 
The  movement  is  you  and  it  is  me.  And  it  is  we  who,  in  the  final  analysis,  must 
decide  where  to  spend  our  own  resources. 

We  should,  simply  stated.  Buy  Gay,  and  we  should  consider  the  following 
questions  before  we  spend  our  money. 

1)  Is  the  business  gay  owned.  This  is  not  only  the  first  question,  it  is  the  most 
important  one.  It  is  especially  important  where  the  business  is  one  which  caters  ex¬ 
clusively  to  homosexuals,  and  where  the  business  is  one  in  which  there  are  many 
competitors.  For  example,  the  so-called  staples  of  the  gay  world:  bars  and  baths. 
Since  in  larger  cities  at  least  there  are  many  bars  and  baths  to  choose  from  this 
question  will  be  most  helpful  in  narrowing  the  field.  It  is  a  fundamental  question  to 
consider  before  spending  our  money  in  any  type  of  business.  Suppose  the  answer  is 
a  definite  “no”  and  one  has  in  this  instance  been  considering  whether  to  purchase 
a  book  or  magazine  and  there  is  no  gay  bookshop  in  the  community  where  one 
resides.  Then  how  much  of  an  activist  one  is  will  come  into  play  and  it  will  thereby 
be  determined  whether  convenience  and  the  immediate  availability  of  the  publica¬ 
tion  will  rule  or  whether  one  will  forego  the  same  and  order  the  publication  from 
one  of  the  gay  owned  bookshops  in  another  city. 

2)  Does  the  business  have  gay  employees.  This  question  comes  into  play  when 
dealing  with  a  business  such  as  grocery  stores,  cleaners  and  so  on.  Some  gay  young 
people  sometimes  have  difficulty  in  finding  employment  and  we  should  do  what  we 
can  to  support  those  businesses  which  employ  our  own  people. 

3)  Does  the  business  support  the  gay  community?  This  question  becomes 
necessary  only  if  one  does  not  achieve  a  positive  answer  to  questions  1  and  2,  or  if 
one  does  not  know  the  answers.  For  example,  does  the  business  in  question  adver¬ 
tise  in  the  gay  press  and  support  gay  causes? 

With  the  assistance  of  questions  one,  two  and  three  one  can  determine  which 
businesses  to  support  and  which  not  to  support,  that  is,  which  restaurants  to  eat  in, 
which  travel  agents  to  travel  with,  and  so  on,  for  each  of  the  goods  and  services 
that  we  might  have  need  of.  This  process  is  of  course  much  easier  if  one  lives  in  a 
city  such  as  San  Francisco  with  a  fantastic  gay  culture  with  many  and  varied  gay 
businesses,  but  nevertheless  it  can  be  practiced  by  the  gay  in  the  most  isolated 
hamlet  until  such  time  arrives  as  he  is  able  to  relocate  to  a  large  city. 

So  then  if  one  does  buy  gay  what  results  will  it  produce?  They  are  many  and 
varied  and  all  beneficial.  It  will  keep  money  in  the  gay  community,  it  will  provide 
jobs  for  gay  youth,  it  will  foster  the  development  of  gay  business  in  those  areas  in 
which  we  are  underrepresented  such  as  music,  and  it  will  help  the  creation  of  new 
gay  enterprises. 

Simply  by  realizing  that  there  is  economic  power  in  where  we  spend  our  money 
and  by  tossing  our  lot  with  the  gay  community  we  will  be  helping  to  build  gay 
power.  By  buying  gay,  no  matter  how  little  money  we  have  to  spend,  each  of  us  by 
adopting  such  a  practice  will  be  putting  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  The  greatest  flood 
began  with  a  single  drop  of  rain,  and  so  why  not  begin  today  and  Buy  Gay! 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part 
of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


ticularly  if  they  are  informed  on  the  events  of  the  times  we  live  in,  that  socialism  as 
practiced  in  the  repressive  societies  of  this  world  is  totally  inimical  to  gay  people. 

Intelligent,  thoughtful  and  educated  gays  know  that  under  socialism  gays  have 
nothing  but  repression.  True  liberty  is  found  in  Western  society.  Yes,  life  for  gays 
here  in  the  West  is  not  perfect.  Neither  is  for  anyone  else.  But  it  is  a  helluva  lot 
better  than  it  ever  will  be  under  socialism. 

Especially  that  type  of  socialism  practiced  under  the  marxist-leninist  label. 
Come  to  think  of  it,  Chinese  communism  isn’t  much  better  for  gays  either. 

So,  the  point  of  this  article  is,  let  all  liberty-loving,  loyal  to  human  rights  gays 
beware  of  the  terrible  thing  which  is  coming  our  way  and  stop  the  anti-gay  perverts 
from  writing  GAY  with  a  hammer  and  sickle  all  over  Boston. 

The  anti-gay  people  amongst  us  will  take  that  to  mean  we  are  loyal  to  the 
Soviet  Union  and  it’s  tyranny.  If  the  heterosexuals  can  be  led  to  think  that,  either 
by  ignorant  gays  or  malicious  anti-gay  perverts,  then  all  gay  people  will  be  in  deep 
trouble. 

Stop  the  anti-gay  perverts  from  labeling  us  as  disloyal. 

Marxist-Leninist  Socialism  is  disloyal  to  humanity. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES  cont. 


who  Is  embarrassed 
for  whom? 


old,  gray  and  gay 

Dear  GCN  Community  Voice: 

I’d  like  to  add  my  comments  to  the  letter  to 
Community  Voice  (GCN,  Oct.  7,  1978),  of  Paul 
M.  Camic,  regarding  the  nomination  of  Edward 
J.  King  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Commonwealth.  I’d  like  to  state,  that 
as  a  liberal  I  have  voted  the  Democratic  ticket 
since  1933,  which  was  undoubtedly  long  before 
Mr.  Camic  was  born.  As  a  Gay,  however,  I’m 
about  to  cast  my  vote  for  a  Republican;  namely 
Francis  Hatch.  A  gay  vote  for  King  can  only  be 
likened  to  a  Jewish  vote  for  Hitler!  We  would  be 
voting  for  our  suppression  —  possibly  even  for 
our  extinction!  Mr.  King  is,  as  we  all  know,  in 
favor  of  the  death  penalty! 

I’d  also  like  to  caution  theGay  Community  of 
Massachusetts  to  get  off  its  collective  ass  before 
Nov.  7,  register  if  you  haven’t  already  done  so, 
and  cast  your  vote  for  those  rights,  small  and  as 
very  insignificant  as  they  are,  that  we’ve  fought 
tooth  and  nail  for  since  Stonewall,  yes  and  even 
before! 


To  revert  to  the  Neanderthal  politics  embraced 
by  Candidate  King  fills  me  with  horror  and  dis¬ 
gust.  Not  for  myself,  at  65  I’m  just  a  closeted 
sweet  old  gentleman;  at  65  I  personally  have  so 
very  little  to  lose.  But  to  all  of  you  young  people, 
enjoying  the  results  of  decades  of  bitter  struggle, 
please  don’t  give  it  all  up  without  having  your 
say  at  the  polling  booth!  Massachusetts  has 
elected  Republican  candidates  before  —  and 
many  of  them  have  been  excellent;  they  can’t 
really  afford  to  be  otherwise!  In  some  ways  they 
are  like  us,  we’re  both  fighting  an  up-hill  battle! 

Mr.  Camic,  in  his  letter,  has  enumerated  the 
repressive  platform  of  Candidate  King;  there  is 
no  need  for  me  to  repeat  them.  Let  us  just 
remember  when  we  enter  the  polls  that  Mr.  King 
is  OPPOSED  TO  GAY  RIGHTS.  Let’s  all  vote 
intelligently! 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Old  and  Gay  in  Granby 
,  Granby,  MA 


To  the  Editors  of  GCN: 

An  open  letter  to  Nancy  Wechsler, 

Betsy  Smith,  and  Flame  James: 

There  are  some  Lesbians  who  believe  that 
straight  Women  need  Lesbian  energy  in  order  to 
continue  to  grow.  However,  your  suggestion  that 
Lesbians  united  without  straight  Women  are 
powerless  is  laughable.  Linda  Shear  and  a 
strong,  joyous  audience  of  5000  Lesbians  made 
that  fact  perfectly  obvious  to  each  other  at 
Linda’s  Friday  night  performance  at  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Women’s  Music  Festival  in  August.  It  is 
pathetic  for  you  to  deny  yourself  your  own  self 
validation  as  Lesbians.  It  is  futile  to  try  to  tell 
thousands  of  other  Lesbians  to  ignore  their  own 
experience,  knowledge,  and  strength.  Linda 
Shear  and  Sirani  Avedis  are  indeed  powerful 
Lesbian/Performers/Musicians/Songwriters/and 
they  will  continue  to  express  and  reflect  their 
own  self  pride  and  the  pride  of  each  Lesbian/ 
Woman  in  their  audiences.  You  represent  a  very 
small  group  of  self-haters  and  I  am  embarrassed 
for  you. 


May  your  energy  for  negativity  be  diminished, 

Tryna  Hope 

P.S.:  Linda  Shear  did  not  use  the  word 
“mutant.”  I  did.  In  the  future,  please  control 
your  racism  and  self-hate  by  learning  to  distin¬ 
guish  between  two  very  different  looking  Jewish- 
born  Lesbians. 


ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  is  looking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager.  We  need  dedication  and 
innovation!  Job  includes  working  with 
staff  of  ad  reps.  Base  salary  plus  com¬ 
mission.  Contact  Richard  at  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108,  or  call 
426-4469.  Please  include  resume. 

Wednesday  Nights 

We  need  help  in  our  Circulation  and 
Promotions  Departments  on  Wednes¬ 
day  nights  between  5  and  8  p.m.  So  if 
you  don’t  already  come  on  Thurs.  or 
Fri.  nights,  come  Wednesday! 
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Vermont  Women’s  Center  Becomes  a  Union  for  Political  Action 


BRATTLEBORO,  VT  —  The 
Women’s  Community  Center  in  Brat- 
tleboro,  which  was  founded  in  1973, 
closed  its  offices  last  June.  However, 
several  members  of  that  group  have  re¬ 
organized  into  the  Women’s  Union  for 
Political  Action. 

The  members  of  the  new  group  meet 
bi-weekly  in  private  homes. 

The  change  in  the  name  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  reflects  an  evolution  of  the 
women’s  group,  an  evolution  seeming¬ 
ly  typical  of  the  feminist  movement 
throughout  the  country.  The  Women’s 
community  Center,  although  founded 
mostly  by  radical  feminists,  became 
heavily  involved  in  efforts  to  attract 
the  entire  community  of  women  in  the 
Brattleboro  area.  The  center,  the  first 
in  Vermont,  was  successful  in  many  re¬ 
gards.  Among  the  center’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  was  the  funding  of  the  Women’s 
Crisis  Center,  an  organization  that  has 
received  two  federal  grants  (the  only 
rural  area  in  the  U.S.  to  do  so)  of  more 
than  $40,000  each.  The  Crisis  Center 


aides  help  abused  and  raped  women, 
and  has  a  vigorous  staff  that  operates 
separately  from  the  feminist  political 
group. 

The  original  Women’s  Community 
Center  also  helped  found  WEB 
(Women  Employed  in  Brattleboro)  for 
working  women’s  advocacy.  Women 
active  in  the  center  also  became  in¬ 
volved  with  welfare  advocacy;  the 
center  sponsored  career  counseling 
groups,  a  lesbian  support  group,  and 
other  activities.  Much  of  the  center’s 
life  revolved  around  dances,  a  baseball 
team,  and  concerts  and  shows  by  local 
and  visiting  artists.  Some  members  of 
the  center  joined  the  earliest  anti-nu¬ 
clear  marches  against  Vermont  Yankee 
in  Vernon,  Vt.  Members  were  also  im¬ 
portant  in  the  efforts  to  support  anti¬ 
war  fugitives  who  were  arrested  in 
Brattleboro  in  1975. 

The  very  success  of  the  women’s 
center  was  an  indication  of  its  diversity 
of  interests,  including  political  and 
social  service  interests.  The  feminists 


were  gratified  that  the  Crisis  Center 
took  over  the  major  share  of  social 
services  for  abused  and  raped  women. 
It  was  felt  that  the  physical  premises  of 
the  community  center  could  be  shut 
down  and  the  group  could  focus  its  pri¬ 
mary  attention  on  general  political 
issues  related  to  women. 

Nearly  a  score  of  women  met  last 
May  to  vote  to  close  the  center,  and  to 
re-focus  the  local  feminist  movement 
upon  its  main  purpose,  described  as 
political  study  and  action.  Most  of  the 
women  at  the  meeting  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  the  rise  of  the  “New 
Right,”  its  anti-abortion,  anti-gay  and, 
basically,  anti-women  ideology.  The 
national  backlash  against  the  women’s 
movement  persuaded  Brattleboro-area 
feminists  of  the  necessity  of  forming  a 
group  that  would  be  willing  to  take  a 
stand  on  all  issues  that  affect  all 
women. 

Among  the  current  projects  of  the 
Women’s  Union  for  Political  Action 


are  the  quality  of  obstetrical  and  gyne¬ 
cological  care  that  is  locally  available. 
The  group  is  also  extremely  interested 
in  other  aspects  of  health  care  delivery 
to  women. 

The  new  organization  plans  to  hold  a 
seminar  on  the  New  Right,  which  will 
be  open  to  the  general  public,  and 
which  will  feature  various  panelists 
who  are  familiar  with  the  subject. 

Lesbian  civil  rights  and  social 
acceptance  are  also  a  major  concern  of 
the  organization.  A  Lesbian  Support 
Group  has  been  formed  as  part  of  the 
Women’s  Union  for  Political  Action. 

The  group  will  discuss  and  act  upon 
various  political  issues  as  they  arise.  It 
is  interested  in  forming  liaisons  with 
other  feminist  organizations  and  wel¬ 
comes  visitors  from  other  women’s 
groups  who  wish  to  exchange  ideas,  or 
to  act  jointly  on  various  projects. 

The  address  of  the  Women’s  Union 
for  Political  Action  is  P.O.  Box  1034, 
Brattleboro,  VT  05301. 


First  National  Switchboard  Begins  Service  This  Month 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Gay  Na¬ 
tional  Educational  Switchboard,  a  tele¬ 
phone  information  and  referral 
service,  began  operations  here  on  Oct. 
1 .  The  Switchboard  is  the  first  national 
project  of  the  Human  Rights  Founda¬ 
tion,  a  locally  based  organization 
dedicated  to  demystifying  homosexual¬ 
ity,  and  designed  to  eliminate  sex-role 
stereotypes  which  limit  full  self-expres¬ 
sion. 

At  a  news  conference,  project  di¬ 
rector  David  Palmer  stated,  “It  is  a 
curiosity  of  our  culture  that  we  have  so 
studiously  avoided  any  understanding 
of  so  basic  a  part  of  our  being  —  our 
sexuality.  One  particularly  taboo  topic 
of  discussion  in  our  culture  is  that  of 
homosexuality  and  people  who  have 
gay  feelings.” 

He  described  the  Switchboard  as  a 
“first  step  in  bringing  facts  about 
homosexuality  into  the  light  of  day.” 


It  will  be  open  from  2  p.m.  until 
midnight,  365  days  a  year,  to  provide 
free,  accurate  and  confidential  infor¬ 
mation  about  gay  sexuality  and  gay 
lifestyles  to  anyone  who  calls  a  toll-free 
WATS  line  within  the  48  contiguous 
states.  “People  can  call,  literally  and 
figuratively,  from  the  safety  of  their 
closets  to  get  their  questions  answered 
without  fear  of  exposure,”  Palmer 
said. 

The  Switchboard  will  also  help 
people  to  locate  resQurces  in  their  own 
communities  that  are  sensitive  to  the 
needs  and  problems  of  women  and 
men  who  have  gay  feelings.  Over  1500 
resources  across  the  country  have  been 
identified,  and  more  are  being  sought. 
This  includess  a  wide  varity  of  con¬ 
tacts,  not  only  in  the  larger  cities  but 
also  in  such  diverse  places  as  Fort 
Valley,  Ga.;  Missoula,  Mont.,  and 
Jewett  City,  Conn.  All  contacts  have 
been  checked  out  for  accuracy  of  their 


listings. 

There  are  seven  paid  staff  members 
and  60  volunteers.  Telephone  volun¬ 
teers,  both  gay  and  non-gay,  were 
selected  for  their  sensitivity  to  gay 
lifestyle  issues.  They  had  to  undergo  an 
intensive  six-week  training  program, 
dealing  with  both  issues  of  human 
sexuality  and  with  communication 
skills.  These  volunteers  represent  both 
sexes  and  a  cross-section  of  ages  and 
lifestyles  from  the  Bay  Area  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

The  Switchboard  is  an  expensive 
operation.  The  telephone  lines  alone 
will  cost  over  $100,000  per  year.  As 
more  funds  are  raised  and  more  volun¬ 
teers  are  trained,  the  project  will 
expand  its  service  to  24  hours  a  day. 

After  only  a  day  of  operation  and 
minimal  publicity,  the  Switchboard 


had  already  received  more  than  30  calls 
from  all  over  the  country.  These  in¬ 
clude  a  woman  married  for  four  years 
who  found  herself  attracted  to  a 
neighboring  housewife,  and  an  Indiana 
steelworker  troubled  by  harassment 
while  on  his  job.  These  are  typical  of 
the  kinds  of  calls  they  expect.  “A  lot  of 
people  we’re  trying  to  reach  aren’t 
identified  as  part  of  the  gay 

subculture,”  Palmer  stated.  Members 
of  the  switchboard  plan  extensive 
publicity  and  a  national  needs 

assessment  of  people  who  need  gay 

services. 

People  from  throughout  the  conti¬ 
nental  United  States  can  reach  the  Gay 
National  Educational  Switchboard  by 
dialing  800-227-0888  (in  California 
800-652-1442),  from  2:00  p.m.  to 

midnight. 


THE 

CROWN  &  ANCHOR 

IN  PROVINCETOWN 

«— — ■ — — — — — I  ■  i 

Direct  from  Carnegie  Hall 

in  NVC 

presents 

THE  OUTRAGEOUS 


N 

K 


CRAIG  RUSSELL 


DiRocco's  Cabaret 


The  Burgandies 

SUNDAY  —  OCTOBER  22nd 
2  SHOWS  NIGHTLY:  9  &  11  pm 
$2.00  ADMISSION 


FROST  ROAD  (RTE  3A)  649-9186  TYNGSBORO,  MA. 


L 


4  SHOUIS  ONLY 

October  20th,  21st,  22nd 
Shows  ot: 

Friday  —  7:30pm 
Saturday  —  5  &  7:30pm 
Sunday  —  7:30pm 

1  Ticket  Price  Only  —  $6.00 

CROWN  &  ANCHOR  MOTOR  INN 
247  Commercial  Street 
Provincetown,  MA 
For  Reservations  Call 
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ANALYSIS  INTERVIEWS 
NEWS  REVIEWS  POETRY 

.  .  the  oiliest  lesbian  publication  in  the  U.S.  (since  1971) 

.  .  the  largest  lesbian  publication  in  the  U.S.  (6.700  circulation) 

.  .  by  and  tor  the  national  lesbian,  feminist,  and  gay  communities. 

.  .  Sb.OO  yr.  (6  issues),  SI0.00  institutions.  SI. 25  sample 
.  .  for  advertizing  and  bulk  distribution  rates  write: 

TIDE  PUBLICATIONS  -  GCN 
8855  Cattaragus  Ave.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90084 
(213)839-7254 
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We  have  an  apology  to  make.  We  want  to  beg  the  for¬ 
giveness  of  gay  America  for  monopolizing  so  many  con¬ 
versations.  We  feel  that  we  have  been  the  center  of  atten¬ 
tion  for  over  two  years,  and  frankly,  we  can  understand 
why  certain  people  resent  that. 

Like  last  February,  when  we  brought  you  "Anatomy  of 
a  Love  Affair,"  which  moved  people  to  talk  about  their 
own  successful  or  failed  relationships.  The  following 
month  we  presented  Seymour  Kleinberg's  "New  Masculin¬ 
ity  of  Gay  Men"  and  we  generated  a  great  deal  of  heated 
discussion  about  our  emerging  new  image. 

Then  in  April  we  were  in  the  spotlight  again  by  being  the 
first  publication  to  predict  that  Fran  Lebowitz  (we  called 
her  the  funniest  new  writer  in  America)  would  make  it  to 
the  best  seller  list.  She  did,  and  people  are  still  talking 
about  her.  And  in  May  we  hogged  the  conversation  by 
raising  the  question  of  what  gay  people  should  do  about 
"Every  Night  Fever,"  and  the' new  hepatitis  vaccine. 

And  then  in  June  we  produced  a  Gay  Theater  Issue 
which  the  gay  theater  community  is  still  chatting  about. 
In  July  we  outdid  ourselves.  Either  people  were  talking 
about  the  hottest  gay  novel  of  the  year  by  Andrew  Flolleran 
or  about  "Why  Gays  Have  Higher  I.Q.'s".  You  probably 
thought  that  we  couldn't  be  more  talked-about  than  that. 


But  that's  only  the  beginning.  The  kind  of  magazine  we 
aim  to  bring  to  you  every  month  is  the  kind  of  magazine 
that  keeps  people  talking  long  after  the  magazine  leaves  the 
newsstand.  That's  the  way  we  like  it  at  Christopher  Street. 
We  like  the  idea  of  more  and  more  people  talking  to  each 
other  about  gay  America.  We're  happy  to  be  a  vital  part 
of  the  growth  of  a  gay  nation-within-a-nation. 

We  hope  you're  considering  subscribing  to  Christopher 
Street.  It  will  do  wonders  for  your  conversation. 

Clip  out  the  coupon  today.  We  have  a  lot  to  talk  about. 


■  CHRISTOPHER  STREET 

|  Rm.  417,  250  West  57th  St.,  N.Y.C  .,  N.Y.  10019 
|  Enclosed  is  a  check  for - - - Bill  me  later  □ 

|  □  $15.00  for  1  year  (12  issues) 

|  □  $28.00  for  2  years  (24  issues) 

Canada  include  additional  Si. 50.  Other  foreign  additional  S3. 00. 


Name 


I 
I 

|  Address _ 

I  City/State/Zip 

is  mailed  in  an  envelope.  Allow  6-8  weeks  delivery.  G  ’NQ^J 
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Dog  Day  Afternoon’s  ‘Sonny’  Seeks  Job  After  Prison 


By  Tony  Domenick 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  John  Wojto- 
wicz,  the  33-year-old  Brooklyn  man 
who  robbed  the  Chase  Manhattan 
Bank  so  that  he  could  pay  for  his 
lover’s  sex  change  operation,  has  been 
released  from  a  federal  penitentiary 
and  is  now  looking  for  a  job. 

The  incident,  which  occurred  in 
1972,  was  subsequently  used  as  the 
subject  matter  for  the  film,  “Dog  Day 
Afternoon,”  starring  A1  Pacino. 

Three  weeks  following  his  dismissal 
from  the  penitentiary  in  Lewisburg, 
Pa.,  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  revealed  to  the  press  that  he 
was  discharged.  “As  soon  as  I  knew  it, 
everyone  was  after  me,”  he  told  GCN. 
Chris  Borgen,  television  reporter  for 
CBS  in  New  York,  promised  Wojto- 
wicz  a  job  as  a  clerk  or  security  guard 
at  CBS  if  he  would  agree  to  give  him  an 
interview.  Although  he  agreed  to  the 
interview,  he  didn’t  get  the  job. 

Contrary  to  a  New  York  City  statute 
that  prohibits  job  discrimination 
against  ex-convicts,  Wojtowicz  is 
finding  it  very  difficult  to  get  a  job.  Be¬ 
fore  his  imprisonment,  he  worked  in  a 
bank  for  eight  years.  He  has  been  to  15 
employment  agencies  as  well  as  the 
placement  office  of  the  New  York  City 
Labor  Council  of  the  AFL-CIO,  with 
no  results. 

He  has  now  filed  a  complaint  with 
the  New  York  City  Human  Rights 
Commission.  He  told  GCN,  “It’s 
ridiculous,  you  go  to  jail  and  you  pay 


your  dues  and  you  still  get  nowhere.  If 
you  tell  them  you’re  an  ex-con,  you  get 
into  trouble  and  if  you  don’t  they  find 
out  about  you.  They  usually  say  to  me, 
“How  do  we  know  that  you  are  not 
going  to  take  us  as  hostages?” 

Wojtowicz  claims  rape  was  “ram¬ 
pant”  during  his  six  years  of  prison  ex¬ 
perience.  He  served  a  year  in  a  federal 
prison  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  he 
says  he  was  raped  by  three  other  in¬ 
mates.  In  October,  1973.  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Pennsylvania  penitentiary 
where  he  charges  he  was  rapedagain  by 
another  group  of  inmates.  He  told 
GCN,  “They  are  usually  wolf  packs  of 
straights  and  gays  who  do  the  rapes.  If 
you  are  gay  in  prison  you  are  forced  to 
be  raped  to  keep  the  animals  satis¬ 
fied.”  He  suffered  a  nervous  break¬ 
down  in  1974  and  was  sent  to  a  psychi¬ 
atric  hospital  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  for 
treatment. 

In  1975,  the  film  version  of  his  story 
was  released  to  the  public.  When  the 
movie  was  shown  in  October, 1975, his 
life  was  threatened  by  other  inmates 
and  his  cell  was  set  on  fire  three  times. 
He  told  GCN,  “The  movie  was  30  per 
cent  accurate.  One  of  the  lies  that 
caused  me  problems  was  that  I  sold  out 
my  partner  to  the  FBI.  That  isn’t 
true.”  He  was  then  moved  to  another 
psison  in  Lompoc,  Calif.,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  nickname,  “dog  day.” 

Despite  his  bleak  prison  experiences, 
Wojtowicz  says  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  George  Heath,  a  jail- 


house  lawyer  who  helped  him  with  a 
probation  cut.  They  were  married  on 
July  31,  1974  by  a  “Jesus  freak”  in  the 
courtyard  of  the  prison.  Heath  helped 
him  with  his  lawsuit  against  Warner 
Brothers  for  $  1 5 ,000  ($  1 1 ,000  of  which 
went  to  Ernie,  his  second  spouse,  for 
the  sex  change  operation,  and  $4,000 
of  which  went  to  Carmen,  his 
wife,  and  their  two  children).  He  sued 
the  movie  company  because  he  sent  the 
original  story  to  Artists  Entertainment 
Complex  Inc.,  who  bought  the  original 
rights  in  1972. 

Wojtowicz  has  been  active  in  gay 
politics  since  the  beginnings  of  the  Gay 
Liberation  Movement  in  1969.  He  was 
a  delegate  at  large  for  the  Gay  Alliance 
of  Brooklyn  and  also  worked  with  the 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  York. 
He  told  GCN,  “I  used  to  march  from 
12  noon  ’til  9  at  night  in  the  Village.  A 

^  Continued  from  F 


lot  of  gays  don’t  march  like  they  used 
to.”  Through  his  participation  in  poli¬ 
tical  causes,  he  developed  a  close  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jimmy  Flowers,  a  leading 
gay  rights  advocate  in  New  York  City. 

Despite  his  official  release  from  the 
penitentiary  in  August,  he  is  still  serv¬ 
ing  time  as  a  federal  prisoner  at  the 
Community  Treatment  Center  at  the 
Bryant  Hotel  in  Manhattan.  He  is 
allowed  to  leave  there  every  day,  eight 
hours  per  day,  to  find  a  job.  His 
probation  period  will  end  Oct.  28,  and 
he  may  have  a  possible  extension  until 
Nov.  28,  during  which  time  he  must 
find  a  job  or  be  required  to  serve  an¬ 
other  sentence.  He  told  GCN,  “I  am  a 
natural  born  leader  and  a  fighter.  I 
don’t  regret  what  I  did;  I  couldn’t 
make  my  lover  die.  I  am  what  makes 
America  great  because  I  have  the 
pioneer  spirit.” 

1 


been  a  result  of  our  pounding  away  at 
the  media  through  many  meetings.” 

Jean  O’Leary,  the  other  co-director 
of  NGTF,  commented  on  the  resigna¬ 
tion  saying,  “It  will  be  very  difficult  to 
replace  Bruce  Voeller.  He  has  been  an 
inspiration  and  a  source  of  enormous 
creativity  to  this  organization.  I  have 
never  enjoyed  working  with  anyone 
more  than  Bruce,  and  I  am  especially 
appreciative  of  his  commitment  to 
feminism.”  It  was  Voeller  who  pushed 
for  a  co-equal  role  for  women  at 
NGTF,  sharing  the  leadership  of  the 


organization  with  O’Leary  since  1976. 

Voeller  plans  to  continue  to  live  in 
New  York  as  he  lectures  around  the 
country,  but  is  considering  moving  to 
California.  Meanwhile  he  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  his  continued  educational 
work.  Anticipating  his  appearances 
throughout  the  country,  Voeller  com¬ 
mented  with  great  excitement,  “Do 
you  realize  that  one  out  of  every  two 
families  has  a  homosexual  member? 
Nobody  has  even  noticed  that,  and  I 
think  that’s  shocking.” 


BO/TOn  /HOPPER/'  GUIDE 


-  NOW  OPEN  - 

HARPER’S  PHARMACY 
ANTIQUES  AND  COLLECTABLES 

Art  Deco,  Art  Nouveau,  Victorian 
Manhattan  Glass  &  Chase 


314A  Shawmut  Avenue.  Boston 
At  Union  Park  in  the  South  End 
Open  Wed.  thru  Sun.,  12  to  6 

Boh  Graeher  -  482-3285 


ANNE  NICHOLS  —  registered  electrologist  — ==^= 
Complimentary  15  minute  Treatment  w/ Coupon 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

FOR  WOMEN  &  MEN  by  appointment  only 

164  Newbury  St.,  Boston _ _ 266-7008 


COUNSELING 

tor  gay  men  who  want  to  he  gay 
and  content. 

Experienced ,  gay  psychologist, 
who  will  understand  your  prob¬ 
lems  in  adjusting  to  gay  life,  offers 
his  counseling  services  to  individ¬ 
uals,  couples,  and  groups. 

Back  Bay  location — reasonable  rates 
Call  Ed  at  266-1610 
9  a.m.  -  9  p.m. 


PAPERBACKS 
BOOKS 
RECORDS: 
GAMES 
TAPES' 
GREETING  CAROS 


Free 

Parking 


Cff  & 

SOUND 


Featuring 

Women's 

Records 


CHARLES  RIVER  PLAZA 

173  CAMBRIDGE  STREET  617)  523-5195 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02TI4 


v/'l 


PGOSfjOT  STOCK 

■RCSTTURfiOT 

BkuncH  Luo  at 


^Kincr 


T> 


uJirie  +- 


■StiTrrvfnctfjl  divkes  -from  •tfinu'vi  -rfie- 
T2J  U)f)SHir)GTor)  sr 
SOMtRWlUf  COOSS.  354-^5^ 


JEWELRY,  CAROS.  VINTAGE  FURNISHINGS 


Contact  Lenses 

Hard  Gas  Perm  Soft  (B&L) 
$100*  $150*  $175* 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 

Also,  no-boil  and  astigmatic  soft  lens. 

Call  For  Consumer  Info 
353  1550 

Dr.  Richard  T.  Montross 

665  Beacon  Street,  Suite  303 
Boston,  Mass.  02215 

‘Single  vision  lenses  exclusive  of  professional  fees. 


LAMBDA  INSURANCE  SERVICES 

APARTMENT  RENTERS, 
HOME,  LIFE,  HEALTH  & 
BUSINESS  INSURANCES 
Peter:  617-482-5851 


Save  this  Ad  for  10%  Courtesy  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phonos-HiFi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.s  &  Stereo  —  at 
lowest  prices  ANYWHERE!  We  also  buy 
and  sell  used  T.V.s.  Outside  antenna 
installation  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech. 
Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 
Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL,  BOSTON 
_ Tel.  523-2187 


DENTAL  SERVICES 

Performed  in  my  offices  while  you 
are  sleeping  under  general  anes¬ 
thesia  by  an  M.D.  —  Anesthesiol¬ 
ogist. 

FOR  CONSULTATION: 
CALL  569-7300  ! 

DR.  SAMUEL  D.  KANE 

3  MERIDAN  ST. 

EAST  BOSTON 

(At  Maverick  Square  —  convenient  to  MBTA) 


XANADU  ! 
BOOKS 

Books  by  mail  can 
save  you  money.  Send 
for  our  current  list. 

143  Albany  St. 

Cambridge,  Mass.  02139 


XANADU 

PAINTING 

Sizes  to  11"  x  17". 

GctY-owned  ond 
gay-operated 

Call  661-6975 


BCYLfrCN  SCHOOL  Be 
or  EEECTEOLOGy  “I 


ENROLL  NOW; 

CO-ED  CLASSES; 
DAY  &  EVENING 


an  ETC  Company 

For  a  career  in  the  Para  Medical  Profession 

ELECTROLYSIS  "PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 


(nominal  fee  for  use  of  the  clinic) 
-imited  Space  Available  —  Call  NOW  ' 

Ask  for  Mr.  Zack,  R.E.  —  Director 


739  BOYLSTOl .  s  t  RFFT 
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Referendum  in  Massachusetts  Challenges  Integration 


By  Cindy  Stein 

A  little-publicized  referendum  ques¬ 
tion  will  be  on  the  ballot  for  Massachu¬ 
setts  voters  on  election  day  this  No¬ 
vember.  Question  No.  six  states  sim¬ 
ply,  “No  student  shall  be  assigned  to 
or  denied  admittance  to  a  Public 
school  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  na¬ 
tional  origin  or  creed.”  The  question, 
which  if  passed  will  become  part  of  the 
state  constitution,  was  placed  on  the 
ballot  through  the  efforts  of  conserva¬ 
tive  state  legislators,  Arthur  Lewis  and 
Raymond  Flynn. 

The  sponsors’  intent  was  to  end 
forced  busing  in  the  state,  according  to 
a  Lewis  aide.  The  question  was  placed 
on  the  ballot  through  the  device  of 
securing  its  passage  at  joint  sessions  of 
the  state  legislature  in  both  1976  and 
1977  —  thus  legally  circumventing  the 
signature-procuring  method  which  is 
more  widely  known. 

Barbara  Zack,  spokesperson  for  the 
Boston  Equal  Rights  Committee 
(B.E.R.C.),  the  group  spearheading 
the  movement  to  stop  passage  of  the 
amendment,  attributed  the  lack  of 
publicity  on  this  issue  by  its  supporters 
to  their  hope  that  the  question’s 
seemingly  egalitarian  wording  will  en¬ 
courage  many  ill-informed  voters  to 
vote  in  favor  of  it. 

DID  YOU  SEi? 

The  following  Ann  Landers  column 
appeared  in  Sunday  newspapers  across 
the  country  on  September  10,  1978. 

Dear  Ann  Landers: 

I’m  27,  male  and  homosexual.  I’m 
not  unhappy  with  the  way  I  turned  out 
but  1  do  have  a  problem. 

On  weekends  I  enjoy  going  to  bars 
and  discos  to  meet  with  my  friends. 
Lately  I  have  run  into  several  straight 


The  immediate  effect  of  the  passage 
of  Question  Six  is  unclear  at  this  time. 
Zack  stated  that  the  amendment  could 
not  end  the  court  ordered  busing  now 
in  effect  in  Boston  and  Springfield 
since  both  cities  were  ordered  to  in¬ 
tegrate  their  schools  by  federal,  not 
state,  courts.  She  feared,  however,  that 
this  provision  would  serve  to  “chip 
away”  at  many  equal  rights  measures 
that  have  been  won  in  recent  years, 
such  as  affirmative  action.  In  addition, 
those  who  work  for  school  integration 
in  communities  outside  Boston  and 
Springfield  would  have  to  resort  to  the 
federal  courts  in  order  to  circumvent 
this  amendment. 

The  possibility  that  Question  Six 
could  be  found  to  be  unconstitutional 
is  doubtful  according  to  Zack.  Appre¬ 
hension  over  the  prospect  of  a  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  review  of  such  a  provi¬ 
sion  has  been  mounting  since  the  Court 
decided  the  Bakke  case  this  past  sum¬ 
mer.  A  divided  court  ruling  in  favor  of 
affirmative  action  programs,  but  strik¬ 
ing  down  what  it  saw  as  racial  quotas, 
might  not  be  too  quick  to  rule  a  ques¬ 
tion  such  as  Referendum  Six  unconsti¬ 
tutional.  Zack  stated  that  she  did  not 
think  the  amendment  “would  be  easily 
stricken  down.” 

The  campaign  by  BERC  and  other 
groups  (endorsers  include  the  Boston 


men  from  18  to  80  who  want  to  find 
out  wbat  it’s  like  to  fool  around  with 
another  guy. 

It’s  difficult  to  distinguish  between 
straights  and  homosexuals  these  days 
and  I  have  been  tricked  several  times 
since  January.  What  burns  me  up  is 
that  most  of  these  guys  are  married  and 
have  families. 

I  hope  you  will  print  this  letter  and 
tell  those  jokers  who  are  looking  for  a 
cheap  thrill  that  it’s  a  dirty  trick  and  we 


NAACP,  CPPAX  and  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Lawyers  Guild)  will  concentrate 
mostly  on  publicity  in  the  form  of  press 
releases  for  the  printed  media  and 
radio  and  TV  appearances  by  spokes- 
people.  No  single  group  has  come  to 
the  forefront  of  the  campaign  in  favor 
of  the  amendment.  Zack  mentioned 
that  the  South  Boston  Information 
Center,  “a  bastion  of  opposition  to 
integration,”  would  be  instrumental  in 
attempting  to  procure  passage. 

BERC  is  the  local  branch  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Equal  Rights  Congress,  and  is 
seeking  to  form  a  permanent  group 
that  will  fight  for  equal  rights.  Zack 
stated  that  Boston-based  goals  of  the 
organization  included  an  investigation 
into  charges  that  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  is 
recruiting  white  teenagers  in  area  high 
schools,  and  support  of  those  minority 
groups  who  wish  to  live  safely  in  public 
housing  projects  in  all-white  sections 
of  the  city.  The  goals  of  the  National 
organization  include  a  resolution  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  women’s  rights,  but  do  not  in¬ 
clude  an  express  resolution  on  gay 
rights.  Zack  stated,  however,  that  it 
was  the  intent  of  the  organization  to 
unite  “all  minority  groups.” 

People  interested  in  BERC  or  Ques¬ 
tion  Number  Six  can  call  Barbara  Zack 
at  569-1993  or  write  to  Boston  ERC, 
P.O.  Box  498,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 


don’t  appreciate  it.  Thanks  a  lot. 

Chuck  In  Florida 


Since  yours  is  the  first  letter  I  have 
ever  received  complaining  about 
straights  who  pick  up  homosexuals  in 
search  of  a  “cheap  thrill,”  I  did  some 
checking. 

According  to  the  authorities,  any 
male  who  goes  in  for  this  type  of  ex¬ 
citement  is  not  so  straight. 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL)  has 
announced  the  appointment  of  Steve 
Endean  to  ths  position  of  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  organization. 

Endean’s  responsibilities  include  the 
broad  areas  of  legislative  advocacy, 
fundraising  and  administration.  Al¬ 
though  GRNL  has  had  an  office 
manager  in  the  past,  Endean’s  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  executive  director’s 
position  marks  the  first  time  that  the 
organization  has  employed  a  person 
with  broad  authority  and  responsibility 
over  the  lobbying  effort. 

Endean  served  as  the  lobbyist  for 
gay  rights  at  the  Minnesota  State  Legis¬ 
lature  for  the  past  six  years.  He  also 
served  as  the  lobbyist  for  the  successful 
passage  of  the  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul  gay  rights  ordinances  which  were 
defeated  in  a  referendum.  He  served  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  final  weeks  in  Dade 
County;  served  as  the  assistant  cam¬ 
paign  manager  in  the  campaign  against 
repeal  of  the  St.  Paul  ordinance,  and 
served  as  a  co-chair  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force. 


Another 
First! 


VITAMIZED  FOIL 
NATURALIZING 

DAZZLING  FOIL 
HAIR  COLORING 

WITHOUT 

BLEACH  or  PEROXIDES 

INTRODUCTORY  OFFER 
REG.  $60 
WITH  THIS  AD 
ONLY  $30 


proudly 

presents  &  introduces 

Jtnfamia 

ftnitcoo 

INTRODUCTORY 

COLOR 

OFFER 

FOR 

EVERYONE 


It's  New! 
It's  Hot! 


CORN  ROLLED 
WRAPPED  PERMS 
FOR  SHOULDER  OR 
SUPER  LONG  HAIR 

CORN  ROLLED  FOR 
THAT  ONCE 
"UNATTAINABLE" 
LONG  CURLY  LOOK 

ORIGINALLY  $60 
SPECIAL  PRICE  $37.50 


~\ 


FREE  CONSULTATIONS  ON  MONDAYS  .  . . COME  IN  AND  MEET  THIS  MAN 


89  Beacon  St. 
at  Beacon  Hill 


523-9734 

523-9719 


Mon.-Fri.  10  a.m.  -  8  p.m, 
Sat.  1 1  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
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Rita  Mae  Brown 


the  move  to  Harper  & 


On  rags  to  riches, 

Interviewed  by  Jill  Clark 

Rita  Mae  Brown,  author  of  Rubyfruit  Jungle,  that  best-selling  account  of  a 
provincial  lesbian  coming  out  in  the  big  city  —  came  to  Boston  a  few  weeks  ago  to 
promote  her  third  novel.  Six  of  One.  Already  appearing  in  bookstores  around  the 
country,  it  is  her  first  book  to  emerge  from  the  establishment  press  (Harper  & 
Row)  rather  than  Daughters,  Inc,,  publishers  of  her  earlier  novels.  This  choice  of 
publishing  house  has  already  sparked  controversy  among  feminists;  Rita  Mae’s 
attitude  toward  wealth  is  scrutinized  suspiciously  by  many  members  of  our 
predominantly  middle-class  feminist  community  and,  no  doubt,  many  will  be 
surprised  at  the  chic  portrait  on  the  book  jacket,  photographed  by  one  of  New 
York’s  better  known  photographers.  Matters  of  taste  and  politics  aside,  it  seems 
that,  with  the  writing  of  this  novel,  Rita  Mae  has  made  a  definite  departure  from 
the  genre  of  the  lesbian  novel  a  la  June  Arnold.  Among  the  half  dozen  main 
characters,  there  is  only  one  lesbian.- 

The  imminent  controversy  surrounding  her  new  novel,  as  well  as  Rita  Mae’s 
thoughts  on  feminism  and  revolution,  were  among  the  topics  discussed  when  we 
met  at  Boston’s  Ritz-Carlton  for  an  hour  and  a  half  interview.  Though  less 
ebullient  than  I  had  anticipated  and  despite  the  strain  of  being  interviewed  all  day, 
Rita  Mae  was  sharp  and  witty.  It  is  obvious  that  she  is  her  own  best  public  relations 
person,  uncompromisingly  direct  and  consistently  praising  this  quality  in  herself 
and  in  others. 

Highlights  of  Rita  Mae  Brown’s  early  life  can  be  gleaned  from  the  largely 
autobiographical  Rubyfruit  Jungle.  She  grew  up  a  “piss  poor”  prankster  in  rural 
Florida  and  lived  there  until  she  was  ejected  —  scholarship  and  all  —  from  the  state 
university  as  punishment  for  her  spunk  and  lesbianism.  She  then  moved  (in  the 
early  ’60s)  to  New  York  City,  and  devoted  the  next  ten  years  of  her  life  to  street- 
level  feminist  organizing  —  first  on  the  Lower  East  Side  among  young,  middle- 
class  college  dropouts,  later  with  black  women  and  lesbians  in  Washington,  DC. 
Rita  Mae  was  a  pioneer  for  freedom  of  affectional  preference  in  the  homophobic, 
early  women’s  movement.  When  lesbians  finally  became  fed  up  with  NOW’s 
position  on  homosexuality,  Rita  Mae  was  among  those  women  who  soundly 
disavowed  the  organization  and  founded  the  New  York  Radicalesbians. 

Rita  Mae  Brown  is  the  author  of  two  books  of  poetry,  The  Hand  that  Cradles 
the  Rock  and  Songs  to  a  Handsome  Woman,  published  in  1971  and  1973 
respectively,  a  collection  of  radical-feminist  essays  entitled  Plain  Brown  Wrapper, 
and  a  second  novel.  In  Her  Day,  published  by  Daughters  in  1976.  A  film  based  on 
Rubyfruit  Jungle  is  now  in  production  and  Rita  Mae  has  written  the  screenplay  for 
the  film. 


Row,  Rubyfru 


JC:  I’d  like  to  begin  by  asking  you 
some  questions  about  your  new 
novel,  Six  of  One.  Because  Six  of 
One  is  set  in  a  small  town,  where 
everybody  knows  everybody  else,  it 
avoids  the  conflicts  which  usually 
characterize  the  interactions  of  het¬ 
erosexuals,  racists  and  rich  people 
with  homosexuals,  third  world  per¬ 
sons  and  poor  people.  Why  did  you 
choose  to  avoid  dealing  with  that 
kind  of  fear  and  hatred? 

RMB:  I  don’t  think  small  towns  avoid 
them  through  personalities  as  op¬ 
posed  to  categories.  When  you  get 
into  abig  city,  people  become  name¬ 
less;  literally,  you  don’t  know  the 
names  of  the  people  that  you  pass  on 
the  street  —  there’s  too  many  .  .  . 
thousands  of  them.  So  you  can  look 
at  a  black  person  and  that’s  all  you 
see,  so  you  put  them  in  a  category 
and  that  allows  for  a  lot  more  ir¬ 
rational  hatred  than  in  a  small  town 
where  if  someone  is  black  or  Jewish 
or  gay.,  you  have  to  see  them  face  to 
face  and  you  know  them  and  you 
know  their  family.  So  the  discomfort 
comes  out  in  different  ways,  in  wise¬ 
cracks  or  socially  or  you  simply 
avoid  them,  but  you  can’t  hate  them 
in  a  block  the  way  you  can  in  a  city. 

I  set  the  book  in  a  small  town  be¬ 
cause  I  grew  up  in  a  small  town  .  .  . 
Setting  the  book  in  a  small  town  is 
not  so  much  an  avoidance  as  ...  a 
different  way  to  live.  The  more  you 
live  in  cities,  the  easier  it  is  to  forget 
that  there  are  people  that  don’t  live 
that  way,  that  life  can  be  gentler. 
Life  is  not  gentle  in  any  city. 

JC:  How  do  you  feel  about  the  pres¬ 
sure  that  the  lesbian  community  has 
put  on  you  to  deal  with  gayness  in 
your  writing?  Do  you  think  it’s  fair 
for  lesbians  to  expect  you  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  directly  discuss  lesbianism, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  environ¬ 
ment  continues  to  be  heterosexist? 

RMB:  No,  it’s  never  fair  to  put  pres¬ 
sure  on  artists.  Artists  can  only  write 


what’s  in  them  to  write.  If  people 
don’t  like  my  books,  they  have  to 
write  their  own.  Some  people  are 
hacks;  they  can  sit  down  and  write 
about  anything.  I  can’t.  I  think  I 
write  the  way  most  women  have 
babies.  It’s  just  ready  and  it  makes 
itself  known  and  I  have  to  let  it  out.  I 
am  a  lesbian.  I  was  one  of  the  first 
women  in  the  current  women’s 
movement  to  come  out  publicly  as  a 
lesbian.  I’ve  never  backed  down, 
from  it  and  I  never  will.  My  life  is 
also  a  work  of  art.  They  should  be 
proud  of  me  for  what  I’ve  done  with 
my  life  instead  of  asking  me  to  write 
one  dimensional  books.  I  wouldn’t 
grow  as  an  artist  and  I  wouldn’t 
grow  as  a  person  and  I  would  be  use¬ 
less  to  everybody  —  gay,  straight, 
old,  young,  male  and  female. 

In  terms  of  constantly  having  to 
hit  people  over  the  head  with  the  fact 
that  you’re  a  lesbian,  I  think  that  be¬ 
speaks  an  identity  crisis.  I’m  not 
professionally  gay;  I  am  a  total  per¬ 
son.  I’m  interested  in  architecture,  in 
music  ...  I  have  many  things  to  dis¬ 
cuss  aside  from  the  fact  that  I  love 
women.  That’s  a  very  large  part  of 
who  I  am.  But  an  artist,  gay  or 
straight  (must  be  able  to)  break  out 
of  their  sexuality  and  address  them¬ 
selves  to  the  world. 

To  reduce  any  artist  to  her/his 
sexuality  shows  the  smallness  of  the 
minds  of  those  critics.  I  got  a  terrible 
smack  in  the  face  from  Newsweek ; 
they  called  me  a  “red-necked 
lesbian.”  Now  I  don’t  want  to  hear 
that  from  Newsweek  and  then  have 
the  so-called  gay  community,  which 
has  never  agreed  on  anything  to 
begin  with,  tell  me  to  write  only 
about  lesbians.  I  wrote  only  about 
lesbians  in  my  second  novel  and  they 
didn’t  buy  it. 

JC:  I  think  that  what  has  happened  is 
that  the  straight  media,  in  recogniz¬ 
ing  your  talent,  singled  out  one  les¬ 
bian  whom  the  public  has  since  mis- 


contrued  to  be  the  archetypal  les¬ 
bian.  As  a  result,  lesbians  who  don’t 
agree  with  your  particular  politics  re¬ 
sent  the  popularization  of  one  par¬ 
ticular  lesbian’s  lifestyle  and  the  as¬ 
sumptions  that  that  lifestyle  belongs 
to  every  lesbian.  Do  you  believe  that 
this  is  what  has  happened? 

RMB:  Well,  one  of  the  things  I’ve  tried 
to  do,  particularly  when  I  get  on  TV, 
is  to  say  “I  do  not  represent  lesbians. 
I  represent  myself.  I  happen  to  love 
women,  but  don’t  think  that  every 
woman  out  there  who  loves  women 
agrees  with  me  ...  I  don’t  blame 
them  for  being  uncomfortable,  but 
they  should  put  the  blame  on  the 
structure  that  sets  that  up.  Lesbians 
should  thank  God  they  have  me. 
They  don’t  know  how  lucky  they 
are.  And  I  know  it’s  immodest  to 
say,  but  I  could  have  spent  my  whole 
life  not  opening  my  mouth  about  my 
lesbianism  and  gone  much  further, 
much  faster.  This  issue  has  literally 
retarded  my  career  by  ten  years. 

JC:  It  has  also  propelled  you  into  pub¬ 
lic  recognition.  Your  current  fame  is 
due  in  large  part  to  this  .  .  .  unique¬ 
ness,  this  ...  v 

RMB:  funniness  .  .  .  Funny  people 
manage  to  break  through.  I  could 
have  had  a  career  as  a  poor  white 
southern  woman  and  used  regional 
humor  in  a  constructive  way.  I 
would  have  gotten  published.  Again, 
I  have  no  modesty,  I  trust  my  talent. 
I’ve  always  excelled;  I  knew  it  was 
the  only  way  out  of  poverty.  I  had 
offers  very  early  on  —  in  graduate 
school,  even  —  to  do  something  with 
my  life  career-wise.  And  I  knew  if 
my  affectional  preference  ever 
became  public  that  that  would  be  the 
end  of  my  career.  So  I  had  to  make  a 
choice  to  tell  the  truth.  I  made  that 
choice  and  I’ve  made  that  choice 
again  and  again.  And  it  has  hurt  my 
earning  ability.  I  don’t  see  lesbians 
paying  my  rent  or  supporting  my 
mother.  So  I’ve  taken  this  issue  upon 
my  shoulders  and  I’ve  paid  for  it 
dearly  in  ways  all  lesbians  can’t 
understand  because  maybe  they 
weren’t  as  career -oriented  as  I  am. 
But  maybe  they  didn’t  come  from 
poverty,  either.  I  had  to  get  out. 

JC:  In  your  essays  in  A  Plain  Brown 
Wrapper  you  postulate  that  a  feeling 
of  guilt  about  money  and  a  tendency 
to  hoard  it  for  a  “rainy  day”  is  in¬ 
digenous  to  the  middle  class.  Would 
you  address  yourself  to  this  along 
with  the  idea  that  poorer  people  are 
more  apt  to  simply  enjoy  their 
money  when  they  have  it? 

RMB:  The  middle  class  belongs  to  no¬ 
body:  rich  people  disdain  them  and 
poor  people  hate  them.  They  only 
talk  to  one  another,  really.  And 
they’re  dependent  on  the  wealthy  for 
their  money.  .  .  .  They  literally 
manage  the  lives  of  rich  people,  al¬ 
though  they  never  see  them.  A  doc¬ 
tor,  lawyer,  an  insurance  salesman 
—  we  think  of  them  as  professional, 
but  if  you’re  an  aristocrat,  they’re 
just  hired  help.  I  think  deep  down 
many  a  person  from  that  class  rea¬ 
lizes  that  their  labor  is  non-essential 
to  life.  It’s  only  essential  to  keeping 
these  huge  structures  and  wealthy 
people  afloat.  And  that  creates  a 
precarious  mentality. 

What  I  didn’t  realize  when  I  wrote 
those  essays,  between  1971  and  1974, 
is  that  middle  class  women  enjoy  all 
the  privileges  of  being  middle  class, 
but  they  never  have  their  hands  on 
the  money.  The  men  control  the 


money.  I  don’t  care  what  the 
Women’s  Movement  has  done  in 
terms  of  attitudes,  the  truth  is  that 
when  women  enter  the  job  market 
they’ll  not  be  offered  as  many  jobs 
and  they’ll  start  at  a  lower  salary 
than  their  white  “brothers.”  We’ve 
got  a  couple  of  TV  shows  that  por¬ 
tray  women  as  independent,  but  the 
reality  of  most  women’s  lives  is  that 
they’re  having  a  lot  of  trouble  with 
money.  In  answer  to  your  question, 
yes,  my  attitude  toward  money  is 
very  different  from  that  of  someone 
who  grew  up  having  it;  to  me,  it’s 
like  blood. 

JC:  In  Plain  Brown  Wrapper ,  you 
talked  about  the  ways  in  which 
working  class  women  are  insulted  by 
middle  class  women’s  aspirations 
towards  “downward  mobility”, 
specifically  because  middle  class 
women  can  choose  to  forfeit  privi¬ 
leges  which  a  poorer  woman  doesn’t 
have  in  the  first  place  and  does,  in 
fact,  still  value. 

RMB:  Plus,  those  middle  class  women 
don’t  even  imitate  us  right.  If  you’re 
going  to  do  it,  do  it  right,  which 
means  start  having  a  good  time! 

JC:  In  those  essays,  you  suggested  that 
instead  of  rejecting  money,  middle 
class  women  should  share  their  privi¬ 
leged  access  to  it.  What  means  of  im¬ 
plementing  this  philosophy  did  you 
have  in  mind? 

RMB:  Well,  there  are  a  number  of 
ways.  One  is  putting  a  certain  por¬ 
tion  of  your  money  in  an  institution 
that  you  trust  —  like  a  food  co-op. 
I’m  not  asking  people  to  suffer,  but 
if  people  can  give  ten  percent  of  their 
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Speaks  Her  Mind 

film ,  class-oppression ,  Elaine  Noble,  racism  in  Boston... 


income  to  the  church,  they  can  give 
ten  percent  of  their  income  to  the 
movement.  Hell,  better  us  than  to 
some  priest  so  he  can  flit  around  in 
red  robes  like  some  flaming  queen. 
I’m  insulting  queens  by  comparing 
them  to  cardinals,  so  I  take  that 
back.  Childcare  centers,  feminist 
newspapers.  Sojourner ,  a  Cam¬ 
bridge  feminist  newspaper,  desper¬ 
ately  needs  money;  why  don’t  people 
give  it  to  them  if  they  have  it  to 
spare?  If  people  don’t  trust  institu¬ 
tions,  then  they  can  give  money  to  an 
individual  who  -they  do  trust.  I’m 
sending  someone  through  law 
school.  I  believe  in  her;  I  trust  her. 
It’s  costing  me  a  lot  of  money  but  by 
God,  she  was  good  enough  to  get 
there,  so  I’m  paying  the  bill.  And  I 
support  my  mom.  And  I’m  not  pass¬ 
ing  myself  off  as  a  good  person;  this 
is  my  responsibility  .  .  . 

JC:  .  .  .  personal  responsibility  and 
also  your  responsibility  to  affect 
social  change? 

RMB:  My  responsibility  toward 
women.  Because  when  that  woman 
issued  forth  from  law  school,  she’s 
going  to  have  the  tools  to  help  other 
women,  to  fight  on  a  ground  that 
you  and  I  can’t  because  we  don’t 
have  those  tools. 

JM:  Despite  the  fact  that  men  can  not 
directly  provide  support  for  many 
anti-patriarchal  pro-women  services 
(such  as  staffing  a  battered  women’s 
shelter)  feminist  men  can  make  in¬ 
tegral  contributions  to  the  move¬ 
ment  by  their  financial  support. 

RMB:  Yes,  and  there’s  another  way 
that  men  can  prove  themselves  to  be 


feminists,  and  that’s  to  stop  rape. 
Men  can  stop  men  from  raping  much 
quicker  than  we  can.  They  obviously 
don’t  think  that  our  bodies  are  ser¬ 
ious  enough  to  worry  about.  Three 
girls  just  got  raped  at  Dana  Hall;  I 
don’t  see  a  huge  public  outcry.  If  it 
had  been  three  boys  at  Cambridge 
and  Latin,  Anita  Bryant  would  be  up 
here  saying  that  gay  men  did  it.  And 
gay  men  don’t  do  that  sort  of  thing. 
Ninety  percent  of  all  child  molesting 
crimes  are  committed  by  married 
men  with  two  or  more  children.  That 
never  gets  published  and  our  gay 
brothers  get  blamed. 

JC:  As  you  are  undoubtedly  aware, 
many  women  in  the  feminist  com¬ 
munity  are  unhappy  with  your 
decision  to  publish  the  later  editions 
of  Rubyfruit  Jungle  and  your  latest 
novel,  Six  of  One ,  with  establish¬ 
ment  publishing  houses.  Would  you 
like  to  talk  about  why  you  switched 
from  Daughters,  Inc.  to  Bantam 
Books  in  1974  and  Harper  &  Row 
this  year? 

RMB:  Sure,  I  can  tell  you  with  great 
alacrity.  After  Daughters  sold  Ruby- 
fruit  Jungle  to  Bantam  (and  they  did 
this  after  asking  me  if  they  should, 
which  they  did  not  have  to  do) — 

JC:  Why  did  Daughters  sell  it?  Be¬ 
cause  they  couldn’t  handle  the 
volume? 

RMB?  Yes,  and  because  they  needed 
the  money  to  expand  their  fall  list  in 
order  to  encourage  new  writers, 
whereas  they  felt  that  I  had  already 
made  my  way.  And  they  did  expand 
their  fall  list  as  a  result.  After  the 
response  to  Rubyfruit  Jungle,  June 
and  Patty  with  whom  I  have  had  a 
long  and  close  relationship  said, 
“We  really  think  you  should  take 
your  next  novel  to  a  big  publisher.” 
I  said,  “Why?”  “Because  we  can’t 
handle  you  anymore.  We  don’t  have 
an  operation  big  enough  to  print  two 
million  copies,  and  we  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  to  hire  the  personnel  to  do  all 
facets  of  production  and  promotion 
for  just  one  book.”  So  that  even 
though  on  the  surface  it  looked  like 
they  would  have  made  more  money, 
they  wouldn’t  have;  they  would  have 
wound  up  taking  on  so  much  new 
personnel  that  they  would  have  eaten 
up  all  their  profit.  Besides,  their 
commitment  is  to  developing 
writers.  And  June  said  flatly, 
“You’re  developed.”  ...  So  it  was 
a  little  bit  like  pushing  the  birdie  out 
of  the  nest  and  I  actually  felt  very 
saddened  because  my  relationship 
with  Patty  and  June  goes  back  for 
years  and  I  love  them  a  lot.  But  they 
were  right.  They  could  have  held  on 
to  me  and  put  out  seven  or  eight 
more  editions  and  dragged  it  out 
over  two  years,  which  wouldn’t  have 
helped  me  earn  my  living  and 
wouldn’t  have  helped  them  in  the 
long  run. 

JC:  Many  feminists  suspect  your  de¬ 
emphasis  of  lesbianism  in  your  latest 
novel  and  your  consorting  with 
Harper  &  Row  in  the  publishing  of 
the  book  is  profit  motivated.  How 
would  you  respond  to  their  accusa¬ 
tion  that  you  are  diluting  your  radi¬ 
cal  analysis  of  our  culture  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  appeal  to  a  larger  audience? 

RMB:  Do  they  think  that  having  Ce¬ 
leste  Chalfonte  [a  major  character  in 
Six  of  One ]  kill  the  head  of  a  muni¬ 
tions  company  is  not  a  radical  state¬ 
ment?  If  people  have  to  have  their 
politics  spelled  out  for  them  in 
Marxist  dogma  then  they  are  really 


missing  what  is  going  on  in  Six  of 
One.  You  don’t  have  to  hit  people 
over  the  head  with  your  message. 
And  in  terms  of  reaching  a  wider 
audience,  it  is  my  intent  to  reach  the 
world.  It  was  my  intent  to  reach  the 
world  when  I  was  five  years  old 
writing  plays  for  my  kindergarten 
class.  I  belong  to  the  world  and  I 
always  have. 


JC:  In  1971,  you  were  publishing  po¬ 
etry  which  associated  death,  destruc¬ 
tion  and  decadence  with  the  city  and 
with  patriarchy,  and  which  em¬ 
ployed  images  of  the  ocean  with  its 
perennially  cleansing  waves  as  a 
metaphor  for  women  and  the  healing 
power  of  women’s  culture.  In  con¬ 
trast  to  these  poems,  your  latest 
novel  seems  “pollyanna-esque.”  Is 
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A  Severe  Disappointment 


SIX  OF  ONE 

by  Rita  Mae  Brown. 

310pp.  Harper  &  Row,  New  York. 
$8.95. 

Reviewed  By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

With  the  publication  of  Rita  Mae 
Brown’s  Rubyfruit  Jungle,  scores  of 
readers  were  wishing  that  sho  would 
hurry  and  produce  another  novel.  With 
In  Her  Day,  these  same  enthusiasts 
hoped  she  would  slow  her  pace.  Six  of 
One  may  leave  them  fervently  hoping 
that  she  slow  down  even  more. 

Six  Of  One  is  not  so  much  a  novel  as 
it  is  a  series  of  scattered  conversations. 
The  barely  distinguishable  thread  that 
strings  these  conversations  together  is 
the  growth  of  two  battling  sisters.  Juts 
and  Wheeze.  The  topics  discussed  are 
no  more  than  duplicates  raised  from 
Rita  Mae’s  earlier  novels.  (On  the 
opening  page  there  is  some  bantering 
about  Juts’  adopted  daughter,  Nicole. 
The  scene  is  reminiscent  of  Molly 
Bolt’s  heritage  in  Rubyfruit  Jungle.) 

Rita  Mae  can  be  most  annoying  as 
she  introduces  us  to  her  characters.  In 
the  space  of  two  paragraphs  at  the 
beginning  of  Six  Of  One,  she  presents 
us  with  five  characters.  What  makes 
this  even  more  perplexing  is  that  half 
of  these  characters  have  nicknames 
which  are  used  interchangeably  with 
their  actual  names.  The  result  is  mass 
confusion  and  it  takes  several  readings 
of  the  opening  pages  before  one  is  able 
to  identify  each  individual  character 
and  continue  with  the  book. 

Once  you  get  the  names  down  pat, 
the  book  plods  along  with  what  are 
meant  to  be  exciting  episodes.  There 
are  labor  strikes,  death  and  war.  The 
writing  is  an  embarrassment,  as  Rita 
Mae  has  never  been  able  to  write  de¬ 
scriptive  segments.  She  is  more  com¬ 
fortable  regressing  into  juvenile  humor 
and  having  her  characters  zing  com¬ 
ments  such  as,  “Piss  on  your  teeth.” 
This  type  of  humor  worked,  to  some 
degree,  in  Rubyfruit,  however,  as  used 
in  her  late  works,  it  is  stilted,  boring 
and  senseless. 

It  cannot  be  ignored  that  Rubyfruit 
Jungle  was  a  phenomenal  success.  Rita 
Mae  lucked  out  with  a  book  that  ar¬ 
rived  at  just  the  right  time.  The  sac¬ 
charine  taste  of  the  gay-is-good  dogma 
was  still  at  its  succulent  peak,  and  Rita 
Mae  had  delivered  unto  us  our  very 
own  Bible.  Brash,  vular  and  proud, 
Rubyfruit  was  a  story  many  a  queer 
embraced. 

Not  being  one  to  tamper  with  suc¬ 
cess,  Rita  Mae  has  clung  to  the  Ruby¬ 
fruit  formula  and  the  reader  will  note 
similarities  in  episodes.  Remember 
Rubyfruit' s  Nativity  Play  in  which 
Molly  fights  Cheryl  in  a  battle  of  reli¬ 
gious  ad-libs?  In  Six  Of  One,  the  paral¬ 
lel  scene  is  a  July  4th  Parade  with  Juts 
as  a  tugboat  trying  to  upstage  Wheeze 
(who  is  on  a  float  as  the  Statue  of  Lib- 


erty). 

Six  Of  One  s  only  lesbian  characters 
are  “the  glamorous  Celeste 
Chalfonte”  and  her  lover,  Ramelle. 
Ramelle  is  undoubtedly  more  femme 
than  Celeste  and  she  seems  to  be  more 
of  an  adoring  fan  than  a  lover.  Celeste 
is  moody  and  secretive.  Lesbianism  is 
by  no  means  a  major  theme  in  Rita 
Mae’s  novel,  however,  it  is  used  for 
moralizing.  When  Cora,  a  servant, 
overhears  Celeste  and  Ramelle  discus¬ 
sing  their  sex  life,  she  is  not  perturbed 
in  the  least.  “All  I  see  is  love,”  she  says 
admirably.  “There’s  precious  little  of 
that  in  the  world.” 

Granted  there  are  those  readers  who 
will  continue  to-  praise  Rita  Mae’s 
works  as  though  they  were  manna 
from  the  Mount,  but  let  the  reader  be 
wary  of  attacks  disguised  as  “humor.” 
The  specific  crime  is  ageism.  Recall  the 
flashback  scene  of  In  Her  Day.  Carole 
is  reminded  of  her  sister’s  death  and 
funeral.  Rather  than  have  a  segment 
with  pathos  or  depth,  Rita  Mae  has  us 
grin  along  with  Carole  and  her  brother 
Luke,  as  they  galavant  around  town  in 
his  jalopy  terrorizing  elderly  citizens. 

Rita  Mae’s  ageist  animosity  con¬ 
tinues  in  Six  Of  One  as  she  sets  an 
elderly  couple  as  butts  for  a  practical 
joke.  Celeste  and  chums  attempt  to  rip 
them  off  (good-naturedly,  of  course) 
posing  as  Mission  Sisters.  The  prank 
fails,  and  so  does  the  humor.  Six  Of 
One's  episodes  are  far  more  contrived 
than,  say,  the  intimidation  of  the  pig 
journalist  scene  from  In  Her  Day.  Rita 
Mae  definitely  tries  too  hard.  She 
stacks  her  anecdotes  precariously  and, 
like  dominoes,  they  tumble  one  after 
the  other.  She  expects  us  to  believe  too 
much.  With  her  new  novel,  her  lesbian 
is  a  hero(ine)  of  sorts  by  murdering  a 
neophyte  Nixon-type. 

Where  will  it  end?  Rita  Mae  has  the 
absurdity  to  include  a  play-byt-play  ac¬ 
count  of  a  monopoly  game,  not  to 
mention  some  dirty  limericks.  Perhaps, 
saddest  of  all,  is  Rita  Mae’s  attempt  to 
tug  at  our  heart-strings  with  the  spirit¬ 
ual  re-uniting  of  Celeste  and  Ramelle. 
As  the  book  spans  several  decades.  Ce¬ 
leste  has  died  and  years  later,  Ramelle 
dies  of  lung  cancer.  Amid  a  pastoral 
setting,  Celeste  and  Ramelle  come  to¬ 
gether  with  dialogue  straight  from  a 
pulp  novel.  It  would  be  wise  for  Rita 
Mae  to  make  her  earthly  characteriza¬ 
tions  more  plausible  before  she  goes 
traipsing  into  Vonnegut-prescribed 
fantasies. 

Six  Of  One  is  a  severe  disappoint¬ 
ment.  Weak  in  characterization  and 
flimsy  in  structure,  the  plot  simply  goes 
nowhere  and  is  devoid  of  climax.  With 
her  repetition  for  characterization  and 
action,  if  Rita  Mae  must  continue  pro¬ 
ducing  fiction,  one  can  only  hope  that 
she  will  gain  new  inspiration.  If  her 
writing  skills  could  peak  at  the  same 
level  as  her  chutzpah,  we’d  have  a 
damned  fine  writer  on  our  hands. 
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RECORDS _ 

Tui  Tillery  Takes  Off 


Linda  Tillery 

By  Linda  Tillery 

Produced  by  Linda  Tillery,  Diane 
Lindsay,  Mary  Watkins 
Olivia  Records 

Reviewed  by  Cindy  Stein 

Linda  Tillery,  an  excellent  musician 
and  singer  who  has  appeared  on  the 
Olivia  recordings  of  other  artists,  has 
put  together  a  fine  debut  album  of  her 
own.  The  album  is  Olivia’s  first  which 
features  a  black  artist,  successfully 
sharing  with  us  the  joy,  pain  and  anger 
of  one  triply  oppressed  by  race,  sex, 
and  sexual  preference: 

If  I  could  tell  you  what  it’s  really  like 

To  live  this  life  of  triple  jeopardy. 

I  fight  the  daily  battles  of  all  my  people 

Just  to  sacrifice  my  pride  and  deny  my  strength 

Tillery,  nicknamed  Tui,  shares  the 
spotlight  with  other  talented  artists,  in¬ 
cluding  Mary  Watkins,  who  authored 
and  co-authored  many  of  the  songs  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  album  and  who  plays 
electric  piano  and  Moog  synthesizer  on 
most  of  the  cuts.  In  addition,  the  in¬ 
strumental  piece,  “Heaven  Is  On  My 
Mind,”  which  effectively  combines  a 
high-pitched  electric  guitar  lead  (rem¬ 
iniscent  of  Chuck  Mangione’s  “Feel  So 


Good”)  with  electric  piano  and  back¬ 
ground  vocals,  was  written  by  June 
Millington,  an  artist  who  recently 
shared  a  more  prominent  role  on  the 
new  Chris  Williamson  album,  Live 
Dream. 

The  musical  and  vocal  theme  run¬ 
ning  through  the  album  is  “optim¬ 
ism,”  whether  it  be  in  hoping  for  a 
lover  to  come  around  (“Womanly 
Way”)  or  in  the  belief  that  the  struggle 
will  succeed  (“Freedom  Time”).  In  ad¬ 
dition,  Tillery  gives  us  a  glimpse  into 
her  own  awakening  and  her  evolution 
through  the  medium  of  music  in  a  song 
written  by  Watkins  entitled  “Brand 
New  Thing.” 

Tillery’s  politics  become  most 
pointed  through  “Don’t  Pray  for 
Me,”  a  song  written  to  Anita  Bryant. 
The  lyrics  show“Sister’Nita”as  a  piti¬ 
ful  victim  preaching  harmful  and  need¬ 
less  sermons.  Tillery  throws  religion 
right  back  at  Sister  ’Nita  by  telling  her 
to  “use  the  word  to  set  your  head  free/ 
Not  as  a  way  to  oppress  me.”  This  cut 
appeared  on  the  Olivia  album  Lesbian 
Concentrate,  a  post-Dade  County  en¬ 
deavor  chock  full  of  lesbian  songs  by 
women  artists,  with  proceeds  intended 
for  the  Lesbian  Mothers  Defense  Fund 
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NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Funeral  Designs  —  Hospital  —  Birthday  —  Anniversaries 
Holiday  Centerpieces,  and  any  other  special  occasion. 
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Linda  Tillery  (left)  with  (left  to  right)  Mary  Watkins  whose  album  Something 
Moving  will  be  released  by  Olivia  Records  this  month,  poet  Pat  Parker,  and  singer/ 
pianist  Gwen  Avery.  The  women  will  be  presenting  an  evening  of  words  and  music 
entitled  The  Varied  Voices  of  Black  Women,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  October  20 
and  21  at  8  p.m.  at  Boston  University’s  Morse  Auditorium,  602  Commonwealth 
Ave.,  near  Kenmore  Square. 


in  Seattle.  The  lyric  ends  with  a  warn¬ 
ing  to  ’Nita  to  just  leave  us  all  alone: 

You  needn  ’t  worry  ’bout  my  soul  ’Nita, 

You  need  the  time  to  heal  your  own. 

We  ’re  comin  ’out  to  walk  in  the  sunlight; 

We  ’re  comin  ’out  to  fight  for  right! 

In  addition  to  lead  and  supporting 
vocals,  Tillery  performs  on  drums  and 
other  percussion  instruments  through¬ 
out  the  album.  Listen  for  a  familiar 
acoustic  guitar  accompaniment  on  the 
song  “Wonderful”  and  try  to  guess 
who  the  well-known  Olivia  artist  is 
before  you  peek  at  the  record  jacket. 

In  addition  to  the  good  music  and 
lyrics,  the  album  cover  has  something 
to  offer.  The  front  is  a  photograph  of  a 
collage  designed  by  Sandy  Aguilar. 
The  only  disappointment  here  is  that 
the  photo  could  not  reproduce  the. 
many  textures  which  comprise  the  col¬ 


lage  (I  have  reached  out  to  touch  it 
many  times).  The  back  cover  contains 
a  poem  by  Tillery  which  traces  her 
growth  through  the  music  of  black 
women  artists. 

On  Friday,  Oct.  20  and  Saturday, 
Oct.  21,  the  Bessie  Smith  Memorial 
Collective  will  be  presenting  a  concert 
billed  as  “An  Evening  of  Words  and 
Music  —  The  Varied  Voices  of  Black 
Woman.”  Linda  Tillery,  Mary 
Watkins,  Gwen  Avery,  and  Pat  Parker 
will  be  performing  at  Morse  Auditor¬ 
ium  at  Boston  University.  This  unique 
performance  will  be  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  Boston  and  should  not  be  missed. 
And  what  better  preparation  for  the 
concert  than  the  purchase  of  Linda  Til¬ 
lery,  a  fine  addition  to  anyone’s  record 
collection. 


MMMMMMWMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM 


AN  EVENING  OF  WORDS  AND  MUSIC 

LINDA  TILLERY  and  band 
MARY  WATKINS 
GWEN  AVERY 
PAT  PARKER 

THE  VARIED  VOICES  OF  BLACK  WOMEN 


FRIDAY,  OCT.  20  8  P.M. 

SATURDAY,  OCT.  21  8  P.M. 

Morse  Auditorium 

602  Commonwealth  Ave.,  B.U.  Campus 
(near  Kenmore  Square) 

Boston,  MA 


Mail  Order:  Include  SASE 
P  O  Box  35 
Kenmore  Station 
Boston.  MA  02215 


BESSIE  SMITH  MEMORIAL  COLLECTIVE 
A  WOMEN  PRODUCED  EVENT 

Sponsored  by  B.  U.  Women's  Ctr. 
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BOOKS 


Scandal  and  the  Seven  Sisters 


MISS  MARKS  AND 
MISS  WOOLLEY 

By  A  nna  Mary  Wells. 

Houghton  Mifflin,  Boston. 

Reviewed  by  Diana  Prentice 

In  undertaking  to  write  a  biography 
of  Mary  Woolley,  president  for  36 
years  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College,  biogra¬ 
pher  Anna  Wells  assumed  she  would  be 
recording  respectable  facts  about  a 
genteel  existence;  her  subject  was,  after 
all,  a  clergyman’s  daughter,  a  profes¬ 
sor  of  Biblical  history  whose  subse¬ 
quent  career  as  a  college  administrator 
had  been  long  and  illustrious.  An  im¬ 
portant  figure  in  the  early  years  of 
higher  education  for  women.  Miss 
Woolley  led  a  highly  public  life,  and 
the  last  thing  her  biographer  antici¬ 
pated  was  that  anything  like  scandal 
would  beuncoveredin  connection  with 
her.  But  Wells  had  underesti¬ 

mated  the  protective  loyalty  of  the  Mt. 
Holyoke  community.  In  a  conspiracy 
of  silence  lasting  several  generations, 
faculty,  staff,  and  trustees  had  pre¬ 
served  secret  the  central  fact  of  Miss 
Woolley’s  life  —  her  relationship  with 
Jeannette  Marks. 

Reading  through  the  voluminous 
correspondence  between  the  two 
women,  Wells  discovered  “ardent 
love  letters,”  expressed,  she  confides 
with  naive  horror,  “in  terms  that  both 
shocked  and  embarrassed  me.”  What 
was  she  to  do?  “My  immediate  im¬ 
pulse,”  she  admits,  “was  to  abandon 
my  plans  for  the  book.  It  seemed  to  me 
impossible  to  ignore  or  suppress  the 
content  of  the  letters,  impertinent  to 
continue  to  read  them,  and  quite  un¬ 
thinkable  to  publish  them.”  Laugh  as 


we  may  at  the  Victorian  flavor  of  this 
response,  we  must  give  her  due  credit 
for  her  ultimate  decision:  to  write  a 
book  about  the  two  women  together, 
emphasizing  the  relationship  as  a  dom¬ 
inant  factor  in  both  lives.  Her  success 
in  carrying  out  this  decision  is,  how¬ 
ever,  at  best  only  partial. 

Mary  Woolley  was  educated  at 
Wheaton  (then  a  seminary  rather  than 
a  college)  and  later  joined  the  first,  ex¬ 
perimental  “Young  Ladies’  Class”  at 
Brown  University.  Unusually  well  edu¬ 
cated  for  a  woman  of  her  time,  she 
nevertheless  appears  to  have  drifted 
gradually  into  the  realm  of  academic 
endeavor,  rather  than  to  have  sought 
out  the  path  which  opened  to  her.  With 
her  degree  from  Brown  she  obtained  a 
teaching  position  at  Wellesley  College, 
and  there  she  met  Jeannette  Marks, 
who  was  approximately  12  years  her 
junior  and  enrolled  in  the  undergrad¬ 
uate  program.  During  the  next  five 
years  the  two  became  close  friends,  but 
only  under  threat  of  separation  did 
they  verbalize  their  mutual  passionate 
feelings.  Jeannette  graduated  from 
Wellesley  the  same  year  that  Mary 
Woolley  was  offered  the  post  of  presi¬ 
dent  of  Mt.  Holyoke,  and  “the  two 
women  made  in  March  a  mutual  dec¬ 
laration  of  ardent  and  exclusive  love.” 
In  addition  “they  exchanged  tokens,  a 
ring  and  a  jeweled  pin,  with  pledges  of 
lifelong  fidelity.”  Mary  Woolley  writes 
in  a  letter  that  April: 

Does  it  seem  possible  that  it  is  only  a  few 
short  weeks  since  we  have  felt  that  we  could 
say  all  that  we  feel  without  restraint  or  con¬ 
straint?  Two  such  proud  ladies,  too,  each  one 
afraid  that  she  felt  more  than  the  other  and 
determined  to  beep  her  own  self  respect!  .  .  . 
I  am  so  glad  tiiat  it  is  not  a  sudden  ‘possess¬ 
ing,’  Jeannette,  that  for  five  years  it  has  been 
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coming  surely  to  pass  and  that  for  almost 
three  years  1  have  realized  that  you  were  very 
dear  to  me,  never  as  dear,  however,  as  you  are 
today. 

Unable  to  bear  the  thought  of  living 
apart  from  her  beloved  Jeannette, 
Mary  Woolley  exercised  her  power  as 
president  to  offer  the  younger  woman 
an  instructorship  in  the  English  De¬ 
partment  at  Mt.  Holyoke.  In  view  of 
Jeannette’s  rather  minimal  credentials 
(nothing  beyond  her  newly  acquired 
B.A.  degree),  the  appointment  had  to 
be  regarded  more  in  the  light  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  favor  than  a  recognition  of  dem¬ 
onstrated  merit. 

Perhaps  Mary  Woolley’s  initial  act 
of  using  her  own  position  of  prestige  to 
shape  her  younger  friend’s  life  intro¬ 
duced  a  deleterious  note  into  the  rela¬ 
tionship.  Certainly  Jeannette  Marks 
was  never  entirely  happy  to  be  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  unearned  gifts,  and  her  posi¬ 
tion  of  special,  favorite  at  the  college 
was  noted  and  resented  by  her  col¬ 
leagues  throughout  her  career  at  Mt. 
Holyoke.  President  Woolley  was  said 
to  be  a  just  and  impartial  administrator 
—  except  in  matters  concerning  Miss 
Marks.  She  staffed  the  English  litera¬ 
ture  department  in  part  with 
Jeannette’s  friends,  assiduously  raised 
funds  from  alumnae  to  build  a  theatre 
Jeannette  had  set  her  heart  on,  and  ar¬ 
ranged  teaching  schedules  to  suit  Jean¬ 
nette’s  convenience.  Her  attempts  to 
keep  her  friend  happy  at  times  became 
almost  desperate,  for  the  plain  truth 
was  that  Jeannette  Marks  was  not  a  bit 


sure  she  wanted  to  be  in  South  Hadley, 

Massachusetts.  To  Mary  Woolley  the 
move  to  Mt.  Holyoke  represented  suc¬ 
cess  —  a  deliberate  career  move  — 
while  her  younger  partner,  just  gradu¬ 
ated  from  college,  evidently  felt  that 
she  came  as  a  hanger-on.  For  the  rest 
of  her  life  Jeannette  was  to  suffer  from 
this  early  failure  to  find  her  own  direc¬ 
tion  in  life.  She  emerges  in  Anna  Wells’ 
biography  as  a  bullying  and  self- 
absorbed  personality,  imperious  and 
ungracious  in  her  demands  on  her 
friend.  She  required  a  good  deal  over 
the  years:  countless  leaves  of  absence 
from  the  college  (often  on  short 
notice),  subsidies  for  her  publications, 
expensive  rest-cures,  private  supple¬ 
ments  to  her  salary,  the  most  comfort¬ 
able  rooms  in  the  presidential  mansion. 
In  return  she  appears  to  have  given 
little  except  her  presence:  e.g.,  when 
Mary  Woolley’s  parents  died,  Jean¬ 
nette  refused  to  join  her  for  funeral 
services  and  closing  up  of  the  family 
home,  withholding  all  emotional  sup¬ 
port  from  her  bereaved  friend. 

Jeannette’s  ambitions  finally  cen¬ 
tered  on  authorship,  and  she  published 
a  number  of  books:  textbooks,  short 
stories,  essays,  novels,  and  a  biography 
of  h£r  famous  friend.  At  one  point  she 
resigned  her  position  at  Holyoke  in  an 
attempt  to  support  herself  by  writing 
alone,  but  after  a  few  years  she  gave  up 
and  returned  to  teaching.  Her  books 
were  never  more  than  passably  success¬ 
ful,  and  she  smarted  under  the 
constant  recognition  that  her  friend’s 
career  was  far  more  brilliant  than  her 
own.  At  the  college  she  was  exploited 
as  a  kind  of  scapegoat;  it  was  easy  to 
dislike  her  and  to  attribute  any  faults 
or  eccentricities  of  Woolley’s  to 

Continued  on  Page  14 
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BOOKS  cont. 

Continued  from  preceding  page 
her  influence.  The  college  community 
“accepted  her  as  a  necessary  evil  at¬ 
tached  to  Woolley’s  many  excel¬ 
lencies.  Most  of  their  acquaintances 
saw  her  as  the  friends  of  a  famous  man 
might  regard  his  unfortunate  marital 
choice.”  When  the  trustees  became 
outraged  with  some  of  Marks’ 

pacifist  crusading  in  1917, 

Woolley  made  it  quite  clear  that  her 
friend  was  not  in  any  way  to  be  pres¬ 
sured:  “If  Jeannette  Marks  leaves  Mt. 
Holyoke  I  shall  leave  with  her.”  It  was 
a  package  deal,  and  the  community 
cooperated,  grumpily,  in  seeing  that 
Marks’  wishes  were  attended  to. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any 
certainty  about  the  real  inner  dynamics 
of  the  relationship.  Although 

Wells  had  access  to  all  papers  and  cor- 
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respondence,  she  rarely  refers  directly 
to  these  materials;  instead  she  writes 
very  much  from  the  perspective  of  an 
outsider,  telling  us  what  the  relation¬ 
ship  looked  like  to  others.  Whether  her 
picture  of  Woolley’s  unfailing 

generosity  and  Marks’  irascible 

demands  is  the  whole  story  remains 
open  to  question.  I  found  this  biogra¬ 
phy  fascinating  reading  as  far  as  it 
goes,  but  it  doen’t  go  nearly  far  enough 
in  coming  to  grips  with  the  characters 
and  motivations  of  either  woman,  per¬ 
sonal  orprofessional.  A  biography  is  a 
serious  attempt  to  analyze  inner  moti¬ 
vations,  and  after  reading  all  266  pages 
of  Miss  Marks  and  Miss  Woolley  I  am 
left  with  only  a  fuzzy  sense  of  the  two 
central  personalities.  Wells 

employs  her  sources  far  too  gingerly, 
evading  the  biographer’s  responsibility 


to  present  complete  and  living  charac¬ 
ters. 

Her  treatment  of  the  lesbian  aspect 
of  her  material  borders  on  the  ludi¬ 
crous:  “My  own  opinion,  for  what  it  is 
worth,  is  that  the  relationship  began  in 
the  childlike  ignorance  of  sexual  mat¬ 
ters  in  which  many  young  women  of 
their  generation  were  kept  before  mar¬ 
riage,  and  that  when  they  became  more 
sophisticated  they  voluntarily  re¬ 
nounced  all  physical  contact.”  What 
grounds  she  has  for  this  opinion 
remain  mysterious.  If  the  affection 
between  these  women  indeed  partook 
of  “an  innocence  like  that  of  the 
Garden  of  Eden,”  why  then  did 
reading  their  letters  “shock”  and  “em¬ 
barrass”  Wells?  Her  foreword 

insists  rather  strongly  that  the  corres¬ 
pondence  provides  unmistakable  proof 
of  a  sexual  relationship.  Yet  the  bulk 
of  the  text  resolutely  ignores  this  side 
of  the  subject.  Since  the  biographer  is 


herself  an  alumna  of  Mt.  Holyoke,  one 
cannot  help  suspecting  that  once  again 
allegiance  to  the  college  is  triumphing 
over  full  disclosure  of  the  facts. 
Wells  is  one  of  the  few  persons  who  has 
been  granted  access  to  the  Woolley- 
Marks  papers;  she  is  in  a  unique  posi¬ 
tion  to  reveal  long  withheld  truths 
about  these  two  women’s  lives,  but  she 
has  shied  away  from  that  obligation. 

It  seems  evident  that  Wells 

would  not  have  referred  to  lesbian  as¬ 
pects  of  the  friendship  at  all  had  the 
correspondence  not  provided  incontro¬ 
vertible  documentation.  She  first 
admits  the  physical  relationship,  then 
retracts,  as  it  were,  with  her  theory  of 
voluntary  renunciation,  and  thereafter 
proceeds  to  ignore  it.  In  substituting 
her  own  “opinions”  for  a  frank  and 
detailed  accounting  of  the  Marks- 
Woolley  papers,  she  has  obscured  the 
real  story  of  the  involvement  —  what¬ 
ever  it  may  be. 

1 - -  "  “ 


Garden  of  Delights 


GARDENS 

By  Graham  Jackson. 

94  pp.  Catalyst  Press,  Ontario.  $3.95, 
paper. 

Reviewed  by  Rudy  Kikel 

All  but  two  of  the  1 1  short  stories  in 
Graham  Jackson’s  collection  have  gay 
male  characters  in  them,  or  characters 
that  are  defined  through  their  relation 
to  gayness:  a  boy,  for  instance,  who 
“knows  all  about  fags”  and  who  may 
be  “coming  out”  himself  one  day,  or 
the  “understanding”  woman  confidant 
of  “Prairie  Dreams.” 

Predictably  perhaps,  most  of  these 
stories  depict  or  are  about  “relation¬ 
ships.”  Two  poles  seem  to  exist:  on  the 
one  hand,  there  is  the  speaker  of 
“Andante,  Ma  Non  Troppo,  ”  who, 
still  “confused  and  angry”  about  his 
relationship  to  a  woman  named  Suzan¬ 


ne,  avers  that  “No  one  should  expect 
anything  of  love.  .  .  .  Because  people 
don’t  want  your  love.  It  threatens 
them;  they  think  you’re  trying  to  blud¬ 
geon  them  with  your  feelings.”  On  the 
other,  there  is  the  hopeful  note  on 
which  the  book  ends,  with  Richard  and 
the  ballet  dancer  he  has  admired, 
Glenn  Draper,  going  off  to  the  home 
of  the  latter  “for  a  drink.”  Most  of  the 
relationships  in  Gardens  fall  between 
the  poles  of  disappointment  or  bliss, 
though  Jackson  seems  careful  not  to 
suggest  that  for  gay  couples  the  course 
of  true  love  always  runs  smooth:  if 
there  are  “straight”  characters  here 
who  might,  have  been  better  gay  (fash¬ 
ion  designer  Julian  Brown,  whose  mis¬ 
treatment  of  his  wife  is  never  satisfac¬ 
torily  explained,  for  instance,  or 
Henrietta  Converse,  who  keeps  a  little 
“green  man”  in  her  basement),  and  if 


in  two  of  the  stories  long  term  gay  rela¬ 
tionships  are  depicted  —  one  for  ten 
years  (“Gardens”),  one  for  twenty 
(“Another  Time,  Another  Place”)  — 
there  are  more  than  twice  that  number 
of  stories  that  depict  characters  strug¬ 
gling  with  the  transiency  or  promiscu¬ 
ity  of  their  gay  partners. 

Love,  in  any  case,  is  only  superfici¬ 
ally  what  relates  one  of  these  stories  to 
another.  The  first  two  suggest  a  more 
significant,  a  metaphoric  thread.  In 
“Gardens,”  fifteen-year-old  Jason, 
who  has  grown  up  in  the  “care”  of 
narrowly  Catholic  and  sometimes 
brutal  grandparents,  plays  with  his  cat 
in  a  garden  hemmed  in  on  three  sides 
by  fence  and  a  “creeper.”  Beyond  the 
fence,  his  gay  neighbors  Henry  and 
David  take  tea,  privately  and  erotically 
celebrate  their  having  been  together  for 
ten  years,  and  seem  to  represent  for 
the  overhearing  Jason,  though  he  does 
not  conceptualize  as  much,  a  harmony 
and  serenity  his  own  life  seems  with¬ 


out.  “He  just  wanted  to  tear  the  creep¬ 
er  down,”  we  are  told.  In  another  tale, 
Fred  and  Skeezix,  who  became  lovers 
when  accepting  one’s  gayness  meant 
living  “by  white  lies,”  enter  the  Japan¬ 
ese  gardens  in  which  they  come  upon 
some  decidedly  post-Stonewall  gay 
men  and  boys  disporting  themselves. 
We  are  told:  “It  was  like  stepping  into 
a  strange  country.”  Indeed,  in  each  of 
the  stories  in  Gardens  there  might  be 
said  to  be  “creepers”  separating  one 
character  from  another,  figures  proxi¬ 
mate  to  others  but  living  nonetheless  in 
“strange  countries.” 

Sometimes,  it  is  clear  the  “creepers” 
will  not  come  down;  at  other  times, 
mutual  attraction  or  grief  (“The  Death 
of  a  Loving  Man”)  makes  one  world, 
touchingly  and  for  a  time,  out  of  two. 
In  most  cases,  the  chasm  is  bridged 
tentatively  and  symbolically:  Jason’s 
cat,  symbolically  named  Solomon, 
manages  to  bring  him  into  the  garden 
Continued  on  Page  15 
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this  evolution  ideological,  or  merely 
stylistic? 

RMB:  My  politics  have  changed  very 
little;  the  way  in  which  I  express 
them  has  changed  because  I’ve 
learned  that  I  get  a  lot  further  with 
humor.  Humor  can  open  the  door  so 
that  then  an  author  can  make  more 
serious  statements  underneath  it. 
But  my  view  of  this  society  is  much 
the  same  as  it  was  seven  or  eight 
years  ago:  I  think  the  corporate  state 
is  destroying  America  and  the  world; 
I  think  it’s  run  by  three  percent  of 
the  population  who  are  white  and 
male  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  hetero¬ 
sexual  (if  any  of  them  are  gay,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  don’t  want  to  claim  them), 
and  over  forty.  They  are  the  enemy, 
as  far  as  I’m  concerned.  That  re¬ 
mains  unchanging.  They  oppresss  all 
of  us.  All  of  our  pains  are  tied  up 
with  the  fact  that  we’re  held  down  by 
this  economic  network  in  which 
women  are  surplus  labor  and  gays 
are  to  be  used  and  abused  whenever 
it  needs  them.  Gay  men  are  good 
enough  to  fight  a  war,  but  they’re 
not  good  enough  to  be  hired  for  a 
job  once  their  affectional  preference 
is  discovered.  And  according  to  this 
system,  gay  women  are  good  for 
nothing.  No,  my  views  have  changed 
very  little. 

JC:  I’ve  heard  that  you  are  writing  a 
book  on  the  corporate  state.  How  is 
that  progressing? 

RMB:  I  want  to,  but  I  can’t  get  any¬ 
body  to  buy  it.  I  can’t  write  it  unless 
I  get  a  lot  of  money  ip  front  because 
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■PH  entire  U.S.  as  well  as 
Canada.  Published 
■■■  November  and  May;  $5 
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America  $7. 
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I’ll  need  to  do  a  lot  of  research. 
You’d  be  surprised  how  difficult  it  is 
to  interest  anyone  in  economic  is¬ 
sues;  people  just  don’t  want  to  deal 
with  them.  So  I’ve  got  to  get  rich 
enough  so  that  I  can  take  a  year  off 
and  not  worry  about  my  income  and 
do  the  research.  And  I’d  be  lucky 
even  if  it  were  a  marvelous  book  if  it 
sold  more  than  a  thousand  copies. 

JC:  How  would  you  respond  to  those 
feminists  who  view  you  now  as  a 
“star”  rather  than  a  “leader”  in  the 
wqmen’s  movement? 

RMB:  I’d  say  define  your  terms.  You 
can  be  both  a  star  and  a  leader.  For 
years  I  was  a  leader  and  had  no  at¬ 
tention  at  all  paid  to  me,-  rather  I 
took  all  of  the  abuse  that  people  in 
that  position  take.  After  ten  years  of 
movement  organizing,  I  had  to  make 
a  choice  in  my  life  about  hiow  much 
longer  I  wanted  to  have  my  teeth 
kicked  in  by  my  own  people.  How 
can  I  help  my  own  people  when  they 
don’t  want  me  to  help  them'?  The 
straight  women  would  get  at  me  be¬ 
cause  I  was  a  lesbian;  the  lesbians 
would  get  at  me  because  I  was  poor 
and  because  I  didn’t  act  in  those 
“appropriate”  middle  class  ways. 
I’m  direct  —  if  you  ask  me  for  my 
opinion,  I’m  not  going  to  bullshit 
you,  you’re  going  to  get  what  I 
think.  If  you  can’t  take  it,  don’t  ask 
me.  If  you  want  the  job  done.  I’ll  get 
the  job  done,  but  don’t  be  surprised 
if  I  tear  down  all  your  fences  in  order 
to  do  it.  I’m  very  goal-oriented.  You 
have  to  have  leaders  who  are  goal- 
oriented  and  leaders  who  are  people- 
oriented  to  repair  the  emotional 
damage  incurred  with  all  of  us  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  goal.  I  don’t  have  those 
inter-personal  skills;  I  never  will.  It’s 
not  part  of  my  nature  and  it’s  not 
part  of  my  background.  But  if  you 
want  a  job  done.  I’ll  get  it  done.  For 
this  I  was  ripped  apart,  because  that 
kind  of  skill  is  associated  with  men. 


TRICK  &  TREAT  DANCE 

The  Gay  Women  and  Men  of 
the  three  Boston  Groups  of 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  will  be 
sponsoring  a  dance  at: 

Old  West  Church 
Cambridge  St.,  Boston 
Saturday,  October  28th 
9:30pm-2:00am 
Donation  of  $2.50 
Costumes  are  encouraged,  but 
optional.  All  Gay  Women  and 
Men  are  invited. 


What  women  were  telling  me  is  that 
women  aren’t  allowed  to  be  strong. 
That  kind  of  leadership  still  belongs 
to  men.  They  didn’t  just  tell  this  to 
me,  they  told  this  to  Bella  Abzug,  to 
Elaine  Noble,  to  Gloria  Steinem.  I 
was  lucky;  I  had  two  strings  to  my 
bow.  I  had  art  and  they  didn’t. 
Where  are  their  careers  now? 

The  danger  with  women  —  and 
the  danger  with  all  oppressed  groups 
—  is  that  we  use  one  another  as  mir¬ 
rors.  I’m  not  a  mirror;  don’t  look 
for  your  reflection  in  my  face  be¬ 
cause  you’re  not  going  to  like  what 
you  see  and  you’re  going  to  break 
the  mirror.  Which  means  you’re 
going  to  break  me.  Take  me  for  who 
I  am.  We’re  constantly  comparing 
ourselves  to  other  oppressed  people, 
and  this  is  so  damaging  because  what 
we’re  doing  is  still  thinking  of  our¬ 
selves  the  way  the  oppressor  wants 
us  to  think  of  ourselves,  which  is 
that  all  women  are  alike,  all  gays  are 
alike,  all  blacks  are  alike  —  No  way! 
And  around  me  that’s  real  danger¬ 
ous  because  I’m  not  like  anybody. 
I’m  an  original. 

JC:  The  public  is  anxiously  awaiting 
your  film  version  of  Rubyfruit  Jun¬ 
gle.  How  is  it  progressing? 

RMB:  Well,  they’re  raising  the  money, 
and  I  steer  clear  of  that,  because  if  I 


Continued  from  preceding  page 

he  would  not  have  entered  on  his  own; 
Fred  and  Skeezix  wave  at  two  boys 
kissing  and  are  waved  back  to.  A 
decorative  ribbon,  an  astrological 
charm,  a  tureen  of  Vichyssoise  suggest 
the  aspirations  of  characters  to  accom¬ 
modate  themselves  to  other  lives.  In  his 
consideration  of  the  success  of  such 
attempts,  Jackson  is  properly  con¬ 
servative.  - 

Appropriately,  the  stories 
themselves  are  spare,  striaghtforward, 

— 


started  doing  the  producing  I  would¬ 
n’t  do  my  writing.  They’ll  get  it 
underway  within  this  year  or  the 
rights  revert  back  to  me.  The  film  is 
very  faithful  to  the  book.  In  fact,  ! 
did  the  screenplay  myself.  We  deep¬ 
ened  the  character  of  the  mother, 
which  I  think  is  important.  The 
mother  came  off  in  the  book  as  an 
almost  “Punch  and  Judy”  type 
character  —  flat,  and  a  total  enemy 
until  the  very  end.  What  we  tried  to 
do  in  the  film  is  show  a  little  bit  of 
her  progression;  how  she  learned  to 
accept  her  daughter’s  lesbianism. 

JC:  That  process  of  Juts'  growing  to 
accept  her  daughter  Nickel’s  les¬ 
bianism  in  Six  of  One  was  conspic¬ 
uously  absent. 

RMB:  Oh,  well  the  last  25  years  of 
Six  of  One  is  actually  telescoped  and 
it  is  just  that  period  in  which  the 
fight  and  reconciliation  between  Juts 
and  Nickel  takes  place.  I’m  working 
on  volume  two  of  Six  of  One  which 
will  contain  that  process.  When  I 
went  into  my  editor  with  my  notes 
for  Six  of  One,  he  said,  “If  you  write 
this  the  way  you’re  talking  about  it, 
it’s  going  to  be  a  thousand  pages.” 
So  I  broke  it  into  two  volumes,  be¬ 
cause  the  book  wouldn’t  be  so  ex¬ 
pensive;  it’s  easier  for  people  to  pay 
$9.95  one  year  and  $9.95  two  years 
Continued  on  next  page 


restrained.  Like  much  of  the  poetry 
that  has  issued  from  Ian  Young’s 
Catalyst  Press,  they  have  a  brevity  and 
simplicity  that  seem,  almost,  oriental. 
It  may  be  part  of  the  archetypal 
experience  of  being  Canadian  to 
imagine  oneself  separated  from  a 
“strange  country”  whose  presence 
feels  imposing.  If  so,  Gardens  consti¬ 
tutes  itself  the  symbolic  crossing  of  a 
border.  And  a  successful  crossing  at 
that:  all  of  our  deeply  personal  loves 
and  losses  are  within  it. 
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later  than  it  is  to  sock  down  $18  all  at 
once  for  one  gigantic  book. 

JC:  What  characters  do  you  identify 
with  in  your  novels?  Nickel? 

RMB:  The  cats,  always  the  cats. 
Whenever  there’s  a  cat  in  a  scene, 
it’s  me  .  .  .  Nickel’s  not  really  me  at 
all.  She’s  just  useful.  I  know  a  lot  of 
Nickels. 

JC:  Did  you  feel  coerced  by  the  femi¬ 
nist  community  into  writing  about 
lesbians  when  you  wrote  In  Her 
Day? 

RMB:  No,  I  will  never  do  what  people 
want  me  to  do.  I  will  only  do  what  I 
want  to  do.  I  wrote  In  Her 
Daybecause  I  had  to  write  it;  because 
I  had  been  through  the  movement 
wars. 

JC:  How  do  you  feel  about  your  ten¬ 
ure  here  in  Boston  a  few  years  ago? 

RMB:  Boston  is  the  most  racist  city 
that  I  have  ever  been  in  and  I  guess  I 
just  can’t  understand  why.  Of  course 
the  economy  is  down,  industry  is 
leaving,  that  always  makes  people 
ugly.  It’s  also  a  very  cheap  city.  A  lot 
of  people  here  in  Boston  have  the 
first  nickel  they  ever  made. 

JC:  Do  you  think  that  eliminating  the 
oppression  of  women  or  eliminating 
class  oppression  should  be  our  pri¬ 
mary  focus  in  bringing  about  revolu¬ 
tionary  change? 

RMB:  I  feel  patriarchy  and  class-op¬ 
pression  are  inextricably  inter¬ 
twined.  We’ve  seen  class  revolutions 
and  we  know  that  they  don’t  liberate 
women.  They  help,  but  the  women 
are  no  closer  to  the  power  structure 
in  China,  or  Russia,  or  Cuba,  or 
Vietnam  than  we  are  here.  So  I  say 
let’s  try  a  women’s  revolution  and 
see  if  we  make  a  class  revolution  at 
the  same  time.  Of  course  the  old 
lefties  holler  and  foam  at  the  mouth 


because,  really,  all  of  those  men  so 
desperately  want  to  be  Lenin.  If 
women  make  their  revolution  first, 
we  take  away  their  script,  their 
cherished  vision  of  themselves  on  the 
prow  of  the  ship  of  revolution  direct¬ 
ing  its  course.  Read  about  the  lives 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  but  do  not 
imitate  them. 

JC:  In  an  essay  which  you  wrote  back 
in  1974,  you  criticized  Off  Our 
Backs  for  focusing  on  U.S.  imperial¬ 
ism  and  their  heavy  coverage  of 
movements  for  social  change  abroad 
instead  of  concentrating  their  jour¬ 
nalistic  efforts  on  change  needed 
here. 

RMB:  Well,  you  know  poor  white 
folks  in  Appalachia  aren’t  glamor¬ 
ous.  The  idea  of  going  off  t6  the  rice 
paddies  has  a  twinge  of  the  adven¬ 
turous  to  it.  To  go  to  the  Blue  Ridge 
is  not  adventurous  and  because  I 
come  from  those  kinds  of  people  you 
can  imagine  how  enraged  this  made 
me  in  ’66,  ’67,  ’68.  To  express  my 
views  at  that  time,  I  was  literally 
treated  like  a  dancing  dog:  “Hey, 
here’s  this  poor  person  who  can  talk ! 
She  even  talks  as  good  as  we  do.  But 
don’t  listen  to  what  she  has  to  say.” 

I  broke  the  stereotype;  I  do  not  fit 
what  they  think  a  poor  person 
should  be  —  three  hundred  pounds 
in  your  bare  feet,  cooking  tortillas 
for  her  kids.  I’m  not  poor  now,  but  I 
only  began  to  make  money  two  and 
a  half  years  ago.  I’m  33,  so  for  30'/i 
years  I  was  poor.  And,  my  dear,  if  I 
make  four  hundred  million  dollars, 
I’ll  never,  ever  forget  those  30  Vi 
years  when  I  didn’t  know  where  my 
next  meal  was  coming  from. 

And  one  thing  that  people  forget 
about  people  from  poverty  is  that  if  I 
get  out,  I’ve  got  my  mother  to  get 
out.  Once  I  get  my  mother  out  then 


I’ve  got  her  sister,  then  my  cousins. 
I’ll  be  paying  the  rest  of  my  life  to 
get  people  out  of  it.  Someone  who’s 
rich  or  comes  from  a  comfortable 
family  has  a  windfall,  sells  a  book  — 
it’s  all  their  money.  The  money  I 
have  now  is  not  my  money. 

Again,  I  would  never  tell  anyone 
to  give  up  all  of  their  money;  I  think 
that’s  very  romantic  and  foolish. 
Just  give  up  ten  percent  —  after 
taxes.  Hell,  that’s  booze  and  dope 
and  cigarette  money!  People  can 
afford  that  if  they  really  want  to  help 
one  another.  As  I  said,  if  there’s  not 
a  cause  they  believe  in,  then  give  it  to 
an  individual.  Chances  are  that  a 
person  with  some  money  to  spare 
doesn’t  know  any  poor  people,  be¬ 
cause  we’re  such  a  segregated 
society.  You  see,  that’s  really  why 
people  get  angry  at  me.  Because  I 
put  it  right  in  their  lap  and  nobody 
wants  it  there.  They  want  to  talk 
about  it  in  large,  structural  terms, 
and  I’m  saying,  “Ten  percent.” 

JC:  What  do  you  think  is  the  contribu¬ 
tion  of  lesbian  separatists? 

RMB:  Oh,  big,  real  big.  First  of  all, 
they’re  the  only  people  exploring 
women  with  women  in  a  political 
sense  and,  hopefully,  in  a  disciplined 
sense.  I  know  that  just  the  year  and  a 
half  that  I  was  in  a  collective,  that 
was  an  exhilarating  time.  I  don’t 
think  anybody  has  ever  been  in  that 
situation  before.  Women  have  lived 
together,  but  not  with  that  kind  of 
purpose,  which  is,  “Let’s  kill  patri¬ 
archy.”  This,  unfortunately,  gets 
cheapened  into  “Let’s  get  men.”  Big 
mistake.  Not  all  men  are  patriarchs, 
although  all  men  benefit  by  it  to 
some  extent.  I  don’t  hate  men.  The 
woman  with  three  kids  who  is  beaten 
by  her  husband  hates  men.  For  me  to 
hate  men  only  reverses  the  feelings 


that  we’ve  been  the  recipients  of  for 
ten  thousand  years.  How  can  I  pass 
myself  off  as  a  harbinger  of  a  new 
world  if  I  turn  around  and  treat 
people  the  same  way  that  I’ve  been 
treated? 

But,  I  don’t  think  that  you  can  let 
men  off  the  hook;  all  men  benefit  by 
patriarchy.  Whether  he  wants  to 
fight  it  or  go  along  with  it  is  each 
man’s  individual  decision.  And  men 
do  choose  to  fight  it,  just  as  white 
people  chose  to  fight  racism  in  the 
’60s.  You’ve  got  to  give  people 
credit.  Nobody  has  a  clean  act  in 
America.  Nobody  was  born  a  pure 
daisy  in  a  field  of  bullshit. 

JC:  From  a  revolutionary  standpoint, 
some  people  accuse  lesbian  separa¬ 
tists  of  counter-productivity  because 
they  are  not  directly  involved  in  the 
vital  re-education  of  nonfeminist 
men  and  women.  What  do  you  think 
about  this? 

RMB:  A  kiss  does  not  a  revolution 
make?  Anyone  who  contributes  to  a 
deeper  insight  into  our  society  is  not 
counterproductive.  In  terms  of 
women  educating  men,  I  just  see  that 
as  another  version  of  “Let’s  be  the 
mother.”  What  they’re  really  saying 
is  that  men  are  too  stupid  to  figure 
things  out  for  themselves.  Bullshit! 
A  man  is  as  capable  of  figuring  these 
things  out  as  I  am.  I  just  have  a  head 
start  because  I’m  oppressed  for 
being  a  woman;  therefore,  I  feel  sex¬ 
ism  in  a  much  different  way  than  he 
does.  I  don’t  have  to  educated  any¬ 
body  except  myself.  I  am  my  own  re¬ 
sponsibility.  So  all  of  this  missionary 
stuff  is  a  way  to  be  dishonest. 
They’re  still  assuming  responsibility 
for  others  because  it  makes  them 
look  important.  There’s  too  much 
emphasis  on  the  word  in  our  move¬ 
ment  instead  of  on  the  deed. 
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—Advertisement 

Efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have 
failed.  Therefore  we  must  learn  to  prac¬ 
tice  VD  PREVENTION  through  personal 
hygiene.  For  better  health  here  are  some 
highlights  from  our  booklet— 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 

FOR  EVERYONE 

Page  2:  The  Sexually  Active  Male 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce 
the  possibility  of  catching  VD. 

The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gon¬ 
orrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to 
soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hy¬ 
gienic  purposes. 

Immediately  After  Intercourse:  N 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft 
mushy  soap  into  urinary  opening.  Rinse. 
Repeat  procedure.  Then  urinate  (which 
may  sting).  Extended  exposure  or  delay 
before  washing  diminishes  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  this  preventive  measure. 

Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even 
in  the  absence  of  VD,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections 
such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis) 
or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act, 
use  water-soluble  preparations  that  will 
wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that 
can  leave  a  film  to  trap  germs. 

Note:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head 
of  the  penis  may  trap  germs  which  can 
cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  at¬ 
tention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  un- 
circumcized  penis. 

With  the  development  of  vaccines 
against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  personal 
hygiene  remains  necessary  to  prevent 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For 
example:  a  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  pre¬ 
vent  approximately  half  of  the  reported 
cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not 
gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  Some  Aspects  of  Personal  Hy¬ 
giene  for  Male  and  Female 
Some  infectious  germs  which  are  com¬ 
monly  found  in  the  lower  digestive  tract 
may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Also  present  may  be 
parasites  which  cause  gastro- intestinal 
disorders  if  swallowed  (anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito¬ 
urinary  system  are  highly  susceptible  to 
infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from 
the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of 
careless  cleansing  from  rectum  toward 
vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they 
may  cause  infections,  and  from  which 
they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as 
well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore, 
females  must  not  cleanse  in  the  direction 
of  rectum  to  vagina. 

Today  it  is  considered  that  excessive 
douching  may  disturb  the  chemical  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  vagina.  Frequency  and  content 
should  be  discussed  with  a  physician. 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex 
can  be  greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low 
bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate 
washing  for  disease  prevention  and  pro¬ 
per  cleansing  after  toilet.  The  American 
public,  unfortunately,  has  never  been 
adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages 
of  the  bidet,  and  it  is  not  found  in  homes 
or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  it  js  widely  used 
and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  geni¬ 
tal  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

★  *  * 

Men  &  Women:  Thi's  is  only. the  beginning 
of  the  vital  information  contained  In  our 
widely  acclaimed  booklet.’  Learn  also 
about:  •  ,  ' 

'The  significance,  during  treatment,  of 
no  alcohol  or  sex  activity  which  may  irri¬ 
tate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure. 

The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is 
required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male— the 
commercially  available  germicidal  prepar¬ 
ation  (Sanitube’ )  for  use  after  intercourse 
to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female—  cer¬ 
tain  commercially  available  vaginal  contra¬ 
ceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories  and 
jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

*  *  * 

Send  your  tax-free  contribution  for  a 
copy  (quantities  available).  We  need  your 
support.  Learn  these  facts  and  teach  your 
friends.  Help  us  distribute  these  booklets 
and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

93  Worth  Street 
New  York,  NY  10013 


Continued  from  preceding  page 

JC:  In  one  of  your  essays  in  Plain 
Brown  Wrapper ,  you  addressed  the 
issue  of  women  using  the  tactic  of 
non-violence.  What  are  you  latest 
thoughts  on  that  subject? 

RMB:  We  have  to  be  clever.  If  women 
are  non-violent,  it’s  regarded  as 
weakness,  but  it’s  stupid  of  us  to  be 
violent  because  we  don’t  have  any 
guns.  I’m  against  violence  against 
individuals,  unless  it’s  an  incipient 
Hitler,  but  I’m  very  much  in  favor  of 
violence  against  corporations  if  done 
properly.  For  example,  there  was  a 
guy  —  or  a  woman  — in  Washington 
D.C.  called  the  Fox,  and  for  years 
the  Fox  has  gone  up  and  down  the 
Potomac  and  cemented  up  all  of  the 
pipes  which  lead  pollution  into  the 
river.  Since  they’ve  never  caught  the 
Fox,  the  police  and  the  corporations 
were  all  embarrassed,  so  the  media 
let  the  stories  drop.  But,  as  far  as  I 
know,  the  Fox  is  still  operating. 
Wouldn’t  it  be  marvelous  if  some¬ 
body  at  Bell  Telephone  screwed  up 
all  the  circuits?  Actions  like  that  are 
fine  until  we’re  strong  enough  to 
march  in  a  group  and  not  get  killed. 
I’m  not  opposed  to  that  if  there’s  ten 
thousand  of  us  and  we’re  all  armed 
and  we  have  a  plan  and  we’re  mili¬ 
tarily  trained.  But  with  anything 
short  of  that,  you’re  just  asking  to 
be  killed  in  a  sort  of  romantic  self- 
immolation  a  la  the  SLA.  That’s  just 
dumb. 

JC:  How  do  you  feel  about  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  Democratic  primary  in 
Massachusetts?  Specifically,  have 
you  spoken  to  Elaine  Noble  since  she 
lost  the  Democratic  nomination  for 
U.S.  Senate? 

RMB:  I  don’t  know  much  about 
Elaine’s  campaign  because  I  left  this 
town  in  February  of  ’76,, so  my  poli¬ 
tical  knowledge  stops  there.  All  1 
know  is  that  the  voters  went  to  the 
polls  and  she  didn’t  get  much  of  the 
vote  at  all.  So  the  voters  are  express¬ 
ing  their  discontent  or  maybe  she 


didn’t  have  much  money  in  her  cam¬ 

paign.  I  don’t  know. 

JC:  Many  of  the  gay  people  who  had 
vigorously  supported  her  in  1974  felt 
that  she  had  been  downplaying  her 
lesbianism. 

RMB:  Well,  I  don’t  know  because  1 
wasn’t  here,  so  I  can’t  speak  about 
that  individual.  I  can  only  say  that 
anyone  who  is  elected  is  responsible 
to  the  people  who  elect  them.  If  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  votes  you  into 
the  Senate,  then  that’s  who  you’re 
responsible  to.  But  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  is  a  lot  of  people. 
Now,  if  I  were  elected  to  the  Senate 
tomorrow  by  the  state  of  South  Car¬ 
olina,  I  would  of  course  feel  much 
closer  to  the  gay  people  in  South 
Carolina  because  I  know  what  they 
have  to  live  with.  So  I  would  do  my 
best  to  get  legislation  through,  but  I 
couldn’t  devote  one  hundred  percent 
of  my  time  to  them  —  what  about 
the  black  people  out  on  the  little 
islands  off  the  coast  of  Charleston? 
I’ve  got  to  do  for  them,  too.  And  so 
many  people  are  at  you  that  there’s 
no  way  any  elected  official  can  re¬ 
spond  to  all  those  needs.  A  good  of¬ 
ficial  assembles  a  good  staff,  tries 
not  to  get  too  full  of  her  or  himself, 
and  does  the  best  she  or  he  can, 
knowing  it  will  never  be  enough. 
And  somebody’s  always  going  to  be 
on  your  case.  It’s  a  miserable  life.  I 
mean,  I  lived  with  Elaine.  I  saw  what 
she  had  to  go  through,  which  isn’t  to 
say  that  I  agree  with  her.  If  there’s 
anyone  that  I  have  profound  dis¬ 
agreements  with,  it’s  that  woman. 
But  the  kind  of  shit  that  she  was  sub¬ 
jected  to  was  appalling.  Everybody 


wants  something  and  nobody  wants 

to  give  you  a  thing.  And  then  we 
wonder  why  our  elected  officials  be¬ 
come  corrupt  or  insensitive  or  begin 
to  drink  or  why  the  men  start  whor¬ 
ing.  The  pain,  the  feeling  of  inad¬ 
equacy,  begins  to  overwhelm  them, 
and  they  need  to  find  a  way  out. 

Unfortunately,  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity  had  just  cause  to  be  angry  with 
Elaine  on  many  occasions.  I  don’t 
necessarily  mean  in  terms  of  the  is¬ 
sues,  but  only  that  maybe  she  got  a 
little  carried  away  with  herself,  run¬ 
ning  around  with  stars  and  some¬ 
times  forgetting  where  she  came 
from.  But  it  was  her  first  job  and 
one  would  hope  that  people  mature 
and  get  over  that. 

Again,  I  have  profound  differ¬ 
ences  with  Elaine  Noble,  but  I  think 
the  way  she  was  treated  was  appall¬ 
ing  and  I’ll  always  stand  by  her  on 
that  particular  issue.  Number  one, 
she  never  deserved  the  adulation  she 
got,  and  she  never  deserved  the  flip 
side  of  it,  which  was  hatred.  Every¬ 
body  was  at  her  and  nobody  wanted 
to  give  anything  back.  It  wasn’t  just 
this  town.  If  she  went  to  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  every  gay  person  showed 
up  saying,  “Do  this  for  me!”  Well, 
how  could  she?  She  served  a  tiny  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts! 

JC:  Is  there  anything  else  that  you 
would  like  to  say? 

RMB:  Yes,  that  I  am  happier  than  I 
ever  have  been  and  that  if  I  make 
enough  money,  I’m  going  to  go  down 
to  the  Blue  Ridge  of  Virginia  and 
write  books  until  I’m  one  hundred 
years  old.  That’s  what  I  want  to  do 
with  my  life. 


The  friends  of  Dignity  present  on 

OUTRAGEOUS 

HALLOWEEN 

Buffet  Dinner  &  Disco  Donee 

FRIDAY,  OCT.  20th,  from  9pm-lom 

AT 

The  Randolph  Country  Club 

44  Mazzeo  Drive  Randolph,  MA. 

Prize  for  Best  Costume 

$6  IN  ADVANCE  $7  AT  THE  DOOR 

(Ticket  includes  1  Free  Drink) 

TICKETS  AVAILABLE  AT: 

1270  &  RANDOLPH  C.C. 

(or  coll  536-6518,  6-9pm) 

This  is  o  fundroiser  for  the  benefit  of  Dignity,  Boston's 
Social  Action  Programs,  Work  uuith  Gay  Vouth,  Goy 
Teachers,  Clergy  education,  etc. _ 


HO 


Side  Street  Bookshop 

■■  ■  ■  -  1  —■  •- 

Catering  to  the  Discriminating  Male 
Largest  Selection  of  Male  Mags  and 
Private  Viewing  Booths. 

Get  Acquainted  Special 


5 


CUT  TO  OPEN 


RUSH 


TM 


A  FREE  BOTTLE  of  RUSH 

with  every  $10  purchase. 

->  (Accompanied  with  this  Ad) 

Store  Hours:  11am  to  11pm  Open  6  days  a  week 

338-9227 

18  LaGrange  St.  Boston,  Ma. 


V\  ' 
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ci  ARSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classified 


PERSONALS 


r-. 


BACK  TO  SCHOOL 


SPECIAL!! 

I  1 

Guaranteed  ROOMMATE  ADS.  I 

I  Pay  for  2  weeks  and  we  will  run  your  ad  | 
till  you  get  your  roommate.  Note:  ad  ’ 


....  you  get  your 

■  must  run  continuously.  If  you  let  it  lopse,  . 
|  you  have  to  pay  again.  At  end  of  first  | 
two  weeks,  you  must  coll  us  (GCN 


i  two  weens,  you 

1  426-4469)  and  tell  us  if  you  want  a  third  | 

week  and  so  on.  I 

This  coupon  must  accompany  order . 


ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS! 
Special  "Back  to  School”  roommate  ads 
will  not  run  more  than  the  Initial  two 
weeks  unless  you  call  after  the  second 
week,  and  before  the  third  one  (Thursday 
afternoon  after  the  second  time  the  ad 
appears  would  be  the  deadline.)  Other¬ 
wise  your  ad  will  have  to  be  paid  for 
again.  There  can  be  no  gaps,  but  it  is  up 
to  YOU  to  be  sure  your  ad  continues  if 
you  want  It  to. _ 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We  caught  the  train 
the  second  time 
And  through  the  woods 
the  train  did  climb. 

Past  brilliant  colored 
trees  it  crept 

while  you  looked,  bleary  eyed, 
and  slept. 

I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


UNO’S  BUDDY 
Your  pal  said  she  don’t  care  and  won’t 
read  anyhow,  so  how  are  you,  just  you, 
instead  of  both  of  you???  Thanks  for  the 
umpteenth  time  for  the  kindness,  gener¬ 
osity,  etc.  Your  part  of  the  woods  is  really 
the  prettiest.  We  shall  try  to  overcome 
the  buzzing  in  the  ears  from  you  know 
who.  


Hi.  I’d  like  2  meet  U  but  only  if  U  go  2 
skool  or  work  full  time.  Im  30  pro¬ 
fessional,  n2  dinner  dates,  hearts  whist, 
dirty  +  reg  movies,  travel  +  hve  a  fettish  4 
blonds,  +  a  fetish  against  drugs, 
mustaches,  cigarettes,  +  beards.  If  U  call 
me  b  prepared  2  give  tone  num.  U-r 
calling  from  so  I  can  call  U  back  n-order  2 
weed  out  the  weirdos.  Ill  b-n  Amsterdam 
9.02  to  9.14+ London  10.03-10.16.  Call 
anytime  up  2  2Am.  Lve  message  during 
periods  when  Im  away  or  not  home.  No  1 
else  will  hear  Ur  message.  I  live  alone  in  a 
modern  2  bed  apt  in  Cambridge  +  will 
return  your  call  very  discreetly.  Call  Rick 
at  MBD.RRTF. _ (14) 


WOMEN  ROCK  CLIMBERS 
Am  interested  in  climbing  B4  snow  gets 
here.  New  2  area,  can  do  top  roping, 
nothing  technical.  Would  like  com¬ 
panions)  who  no  their  stuff  &  won’t  mindi 
sharing  it  with  one  willing  2  learn  more! 
Call  Cindy  653-1455,  Natick.  (9  +  ) 


SERVICES 


HANDY  PERSON  CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova¬ 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676.  _ (MJ  xchng) 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Conf  identic  I 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 

4603)  224-5600  Concord 


IF  LOVl*MAKRIAQl 

and  successes 

THIN  HAPPINtSS 

Charts  cost  8  interpreted  by  experienced  gay 
male  astrologer  My  humanistic,  non-tradi- 
tional  approach  is  especially  geared  towards 
those  of  alternative,  counter  cultural  lifestyles. 
Fee  negotiable  Beginners  classes  too.  IAN 
JOHNSON.  44S-1435. 


GWM  seeks  1  or  2  others  21-30  to  find  apt 
together  in  Boston.  Prefer  Fens,  Hill  or 
Brig  Cir  areas.  Resp  person  only.  Mike 


GWF  18  fed  up  with  bar  scene  &  would 
like  to  meet  other  GFs  into  travel,  art, 
beach,  films.  Live  at  home  in  suburbs. 
Write  GCN  Box  936.  (11) 

GWM,  TORONTO 

Gentleman  of  English  origin,  trans¬ 
planted  to  N.  America  and  likes  it  here. 
Refined  tastes,  kind  heart.  Seeks  new 
friends  for  possible  relationship.  Sense 
of  humor  and  sincerity  appreciated. 
Those  who  send  photos,  answered  first. 
GCN  Box  935.  


GWM,  18k-20  to  do  odd  jobs  a  couple  of 
hours  a  day,  cleaning,  painting,  etc.,  in 
old  house  by  the  Pru.  Please  call  Mon.  to 
Thurs,  9AM-5PM.  267-7422. _ (H) 


PJM 


Thanks  for  message.  I  am  usually  around 
only  Tues  and  Thurs  nites.  Have 
wretched  job  and  must  find  another  with 
regular  hours  and  decent  pay.  Not  an 
easy  task.  Hope  all  is  well  with  you,  spirit¬ 
ually  and  physically. 

N. 


PBPBPB 

Don’t  fret.  It’s  not  worth  all  the  fuss.  You 

are  too  kind. 


HICHAHD  OF  BOSTON 

Where  have  your  mustache  and  your 
3hoes  gone?  Seriously,  I’ve  been  dis¬ 
appointed  to  not  see  you,  and  1  miss  your 
friendship  very  much.  Would  you  like  to 
get  together  for  dinner  or  to  just  talk? 
Boston  is  a  big  town,  and  I  have  no  way  to 
reach  you.  If  you're  at  all  interested, 
please  give  me  a  call;  I’ve  kept  the  same 
number  at  Harvard.  If  not,  you  need  not 
reply,  and  no  hard  feelings.  In  any  case,1 
my  special  one,  take  care.  Rich  (the  shy 
one)  of  the  old  February-July  HCHS  Tues- 
day’s  Men’s  Group. _ (14) 


GWM  Law  Student  seeks  same  to  share 
intense  anxieties  &  pleasures  of  law 
school.  I  am  28,  medium  build,  &  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped.  I  like  swimming  & 
classical  music.  Descriptive  letter, 
please.  Photo  not  needed.  GCN  Box  955. 

 (12x) 


AROOSTOOK  COUNTY,  MAINE 
Any  lesbians  and  gay  men  out  there?  GM 
new  to  St  John  Valley  wishes  to  contact 
other  GM  and  lesbians  in  Northern 
Maine/New  Brunswick  area.  Isolation  is 
no  fun.  Please  write!  Benjamin,  Box  82, 
Van  Buren,  Maine  04785. _ (13) 


RESEARCH  SUBJECTS  NEEDED! 
Gay  males,  age  20-50,  in  greater  Boston 
area,  wanted  to  fill  out  questionnaires  on 
work  attitudes  &  job  history.  Important 

research.  Write  GCN  Box  950. _ (13) 


It  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 
Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 


02108. 


.PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing 
661-6975. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
AND  CROUP  COUNSELING 

A  Hew  Location — A  Mow  Phono  Humbor 
Newton  Comer,  Mon.  (off  tho  Pike) 

(617)  965-1311  for  oppt. 


LESBIAN  WORKSHOP 
Stretch  your  being.  Awaken  your  poten¬ 
tial  for  growth.  Experience  a  loving,  crea¬ 
tive  environment  in  the  woods  by  the  sea, 
on  the  coast  of  Maine  for  a  weekend. 
Trained  lesbian  professionals.  Small 
groups,  optimum  opportunity.  Price  $75, 
per  person,  covers  all  expenses.  October 
27-29.  If  this  ad  beckons  you,  contact 
Christmas  Cove  Center  for  Being,  Box 
138,  S.  Bristol,  Maine  04568.  (207) 
644-8619.  (13) 


FEMINIST  THERAPY 
Bioenergetics,  Gestalt,  Vocational  coun¬ 
seling  for  individuals,  couples.  Sliding 
scale.  Call  Nancy  825-6700. _ (13) 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street  -v 

Boston.  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 


In  The  Vendome  Mall 
160  Commonwealth  Ave 


(617)247  1832 
Boston.  Mass  021 16 


SOMEONE  IN  HER  FIFTIES  OR  SIXTIES 
GWF  52,  lonely,  little  education,  like 
music,  plays,  dining  out,  museums, 
poems,  books,  walks  eves  along  the 
beach,  DOB  social  life  rap,  the  people 
there.  4  kids,  home,  like  night  out.  GCN 
Box  956.  _ (15) 


HUMANISTIC  COUNSELING 
Client-centered:  Accepting  self,  Forming 
Relationships,  Achieving  Stability.  Appt 
call  Dave,  N.  Camb.  661-1578  dys-eves- 
wknds.  Intro  $10.  (9) 

SELF-HYPNOSIS 

Feel  better,  have  more  success, 
overcome  bad  habits.  Use  Self-Hypnosis. 
Free  consult.  Call  Human  Achievement 
426-1572.  Q3) 


Gay  Men's  Therapy  Group  forming  at 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service. 
For  info  and  initial  appt,  542-5188.  (14) 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

(GH) 


ROOMMATES 


GWM  30  seeks  same  to  35  to  share  Ig  2 
bdrm  on  S.  shore.  U  nd  bd  &  r  solvent,  strt 
apprng  &  clean.  $175  incl.  Not  a  sex  ad. 
337-0584  after  4,  M-Th. _ (12) 


GM  27  relocating  to  Nashua,  NH  area, 
seeking  to  share  living  accommodations. 
Please  write  to  GCN  Box  952. _ (12) 


Reliable,  responsible  GWM  25-40  to 
share  6  rm,  pty  furn  apt  on  Winthrop 
Shore.  Sm  car  off-street  parking.  $125/mo 
plus  util.  846-6249,  M-F  7-9. _ (10) 


W.  Somerville  —  1  GM,  1  SM,  sk  men, 
women  for  beautiful  hse  near  T.  Non-sex¬ 
ist,  semi-vegy,  good  friends.  Avail  Nov  1. 
$115.  Call  Bruce  395-3461. _ (14) 


We  are  1  GF  &  1  GM  in  our  late  20's  who 
play  &  learn  things  &  have  lots  of  energy. 
We  need  a  3rd  (or  couple  if  you’re  in  love) 
to  share  spacious  house  on  a  hill  (that  we 
own)  in  Cedarwood,  Waltham.  We  have 
no  pets.  5  min.  walk  to  Brandeis,  1  block 
to  Camb  bus,  &  1  min  to  128.  Call  us  & 
sparkle:  893-1476. _ (13) 


GWM  25-40  for  1  or  2  rms  in  Camb  hse. 
$100/rm  incl  util.  Call  661-5715. _ (13) 


BEACON  HILL  —  NICE  PLACE 
Lg  apt  on  Hill,  GM  or  GF.  Want  quiet,  con 
siderate  person.  I  am  easy-going.  Apt.  is 
spacious,  quiet,  secure  &  being 
repainted,  etc.  28  Anderson,  #3. _ (12) 


3  gay  men  looking  for  4th  and  5th  to  share 
spacious  townhouse  on  Fort  Hill,  Rox- 
bury.  $80/mnth.  442-2061.  (10  +  ) 


5S1F1EDCLASSIFIEDCLASSD 


Successful  GWM,  42,  5 '10",  155 

masculine  appearing  and  acting,  yet  sen¬ 
sitive  and  affectionate,  seeks  only  similar 
type  in  Boston  area  for  sharing  quiet 
times  and  good  times.  Please  write  to 
GCN  Box  957  and  include  your  phone 
number  (also  a  recent  photo.) _ (RW) 


RACIST??? 

If  Black  or  White  Is  not  an  Issue  to  you, 
why  write  W  or  B?  Just  GM,  GF  will  do. 
How  about  It??? 


NEED  A  CAT  TO  CUDDLE? 

Love  a  Siamese.  Timothy  is  7  yrs  old. 
He’ll  lie  on  his  back  to  let  you  scratch  his 
tummy.  He  needs  a  good  home  with 
oodles  of  love  &  affection.  He’ll  pay 
every  bit  of  it  back.  If  interested,  call 
259-0063.  Leave  message.  Keep  trying. 


Prof  GWM,  29,  140,  5’9”,  new  to  Boston 
area  from  LA,  looking  for  warm,  creative, 
intelligent  friends  to  share  good  talk, 
movies,  classical  music,  art,  food, 
museums,  and  the  like.  Don’t  like  bars, 
but  occ.  party,  dance  and  smoke.  Please 
give  me  a  call.  (617)  894-9744,  Tom,  eves. 

(14) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  isTuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads.  mu^t  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 


Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 
Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 
Headlines _ 


_ at  $ 

_ at  S 

Each  additional  line  at  $ 


First  4  lines. 


.per  wk. 
.per  wk. 
.per  wk. 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  arc  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 


There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 

Name _ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 

Please  Print  Neatly. 


Address. 


Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive,: 
6',  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright,) 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable.! 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada. _ 


GAY  LEGISLATION- 
NEEDS  YOUR  HELP.  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta-, 
tion,  Boston.  MA  02114.  (48)J 


City. 

Zip 


State. 


.  Phone . 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


LJ  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


Malden  fern  hshld  15  min  from  Boston  on 
bus  line.  We  are  2  prof  F  looking  for  re¬ 
sponsible  25  plus  to  share  Irg  9  rm  house, 
yard,  pk.  $100  plus  util.  322-9532,  aft.  5 

(1 3x) 

APARTMENTS 

LIKE  LOTS  OF  SPACE? 

BIG-BIG  CLOSETS? 

South  End  town  house  full  floor 
apartment,  suitable  for  lovers,  available 
now.  Union  Park  address,  all-gay  house, 
lots  of  friendly  people.  $350/month,  with 
security  deposit,  lease.  You  must  be 
stable,  solvent,  friendly.  Call  Dave 
661-6975. 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 

24  hrsJday— 7  days'wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 

FOR  SALE 

Plym  Valiant  1968  273  V8,  Auto  trans,  pwr 
steering,  needs  a  little  work,  $150  or  best 
offer.  Call  Dave  at  482-9710. 

Queen  size  mattress  8nd  box  spring  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  $75.  442-2061  any  time. 

(HS 

MENSTRUAL  SPONGES 

Use  soft,  unbleached  sea  sponges 
instead  of  chemicalized  “sanitary  sup¬ 
plies”  to  catch  your  bloods.  Each  sponge 
comes  packaged  with  complete  instruc¬ 
tions  for  use,  and  is  large  enough  to  cut 
into  at  least  2  pieces.  $1.25  postpaid  to 
WIMMIN  TAKE  BACK  CONTROL,  P.O. 
Box  30063,  New  Orleans,  LA  70190.  Write 
for  bulk  rate  info.  (16) 

RIDES 

Two  women  driving  to  San  Francisco 
looking  for  two  women  to  share  driving  & 
expenses.  Leaving  Nov  3.  332-8872.  (13x) 

Rider  wanted  to  share  driving  &  expenses 
to  Calif  (L.A.).  Leaving  Bos  Nov  1.  Must  be 
able  to  drive  4  speed.  Call  eves  522-0745. 

 (13x) 

WANTED 

|  We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
1  donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  John  at 
426-4469.  (C) 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
j paint  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
T o  donate  contact  John  at  426-4469.  (c) 

RESORTS 

j  PROVINCETOWN 

If  you’ve  never  tried  it  in  Sept  and  Oct, 

.  treat  yourself!  For  the  gay  male  visiting 

•  P’town,  inexpensive  rooms  and  student 

*  dorm.  Carl’s  Guest  House,  68  Bradford 

1  st_-  Provincetown,  MA  (617)  487-1650  (141 

i- - - 

MISCELLANEOUS 

To  rent  to  a  GWF,  living  room-bedroom 
combination,  with  kitchen  privileges.  1  hr 
jwest  of  Boston,  30  minutes  south  of 
Worcester.  Country  living.  Call  (617) 

1 476-7007  after  7PM. 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 

Advertising  Mgr. 

1  p.CA/  is  •ooking  for  an  Advertising 
Manager.  We  need  dedication  and  inno¬ 
vation!  Job  includes  working  with  staff  of 
ad  reps.  Base  salary  plus  commission. 
Contact  Richard  at  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston  02108  or  call  426-4469.  Please 
-(include  resume. 

WANTED  TO  HIRE 

experienced  woman  captain  and  mate  for 
all-women  cruises  in  the  Virgin  Islands 
on  a  51 '  ke,ch  Coast  Guard  licenses  and 
certified  scuba  Instructor  preferred 
References  required.  Call  or  write:  Ceil 
OBnen  (305)  771-7948,  5900  NE  22nd  j 
Way,  Apt  822,  Ft  Lauderdale,  FL  33308. 

Housekeeper/Cook  for  bisexual  ashram 
! in  Aspen.  Room  and  board  plus  salary 

5^?°  a  mcn!h'  CaM  0r  wri,e:  f713) 
224-1396  ,  608  Fannin,  Suite  2115 

Houston,  TX  77002  (14j 

ProfessionaL  mechanical  television  and 
.electronics  person  wanted,  also  movie-tv 

fndTa  N  PeiS<ln  '0r  a  documentary  in 
l  1  'hr"Dec  15  Call  and  send 

5^  NF  £eiH°  Brien’  ,305>  7V1  7948.’ 
OUUO  NE  22nd  Wav  ADt  R99  Ft 

Lauderdale,  FL  33308  P  2>  (14| 

rrtu  “’“■"'“'-’"UN  MANAGER 
ouXaTd.s/r  time  dynamo  to  handle 

£n ^ransSSr  Sh°U'd  ^ 

ss  °.rnSkr,er 

Richard  OrJohn^^L^030  631  Ca" 


Gay  Community  News,  October  21,  1978 


Page  19 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


U.l  POSTAL  SERVICE 

STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP,  MANAGEMENT  AND  CIRCULATION 

(Hrnurrd  by  39  V SC  *685 J 


1.  TITLE  or  PUIUCOTION 

Say  Community  News 

1.  mtsutNcv  or  issue 


weekly  (except  last  wk  in  Aug.&Dec.) 


50 


2.  DATE  or  FILING 

jSept.20.1978 


SI  7. "50"'°' 


4.  LOCATION  or  KNOWN  orriCE  or  PUBLICATION  (Sire et.  City.  County,  Stair  and  ZIP  Cod#/  I Not  print!**) 

22  Bromfield  Street , Boston, MA  02108 


*-  LOCATION  or  THE  HCAOOUANTENS  ON  GENERAL  BUSINESS  OFFICCI  OF  THE  PUBLISHERS  (Not  printer!) 

22  Bromfield  Street , Boston ,MA  02108 


NAMES  AND  COMPLETE  AOORESSES  OP  PUBLISHER,  EDITOR.  ANT 


PUBLISHER  (Seme  end  Addrttt) 

Big  hard  Rums  ,  Puhlt  eher  M«neflnS  Ertltnr-^  Bronflel4_St._Boston  021 08 


EOITOR  I  Net 


James  Marko,News  Editor 

EOITOR  (Name  and  Adder 


22  Bronfleld  St.  Bos ton. HA  02108 


F.tlr  Rnf««  F.Hitnr  ZZ  Bromfield  St.  Boston, HA  02108 


7.  OWNER  (If  owned  By  a  corporal. . 
ho  kirn  owning  or  holding  I  percent  oi 
ownert  meet  he  given  If  owned  by  i 


odd  leu  mutt  be  tinted  end  alto  Immediately  thereunder  the  namet  and  odder  net  of  tloch- 
of  total  amount  of  ttock  If  not  owned  by  a  corporation,  the  namrt  end  eddrrttet  of  the  Individual 
other  unincorporated  firm,  lit  name  end  oddrrtt,  at  well  at  that  of  each  individual  mutt 


-QCH  I  nr.. 


AOORESS 


22  Bronfleld  St.  Boston, MA  02108 


KNOWN  BONDHOLDERS.  MORTGAGEES.  ANO  OTHE R  SECURITY  HOLOERS  OWNING  OR  MOLOING  1  PERCENT  OR  MORE  OF 
TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  80NDS.  MORTGAGES  OR  OTHER  SECURITIES  at  there  ere  none,  to  elate) 


Hone 


*.  FOB  COMPLETION  BY  NONPROFIT  ORGANIZATIONS  AUTHORIZED  TO  MAIL  AT  SPECIAL  RATES  (Section  132.122.  PSM) 
TheVuiwa.  function.  Hd  nonprofit  *t  etui  of  thH  ofynliiiion  and  tti#  exempt  (tones  lor  federal  income  tan  ptiipom  (Check  one) 


□: 


■f  submit  explanation  of  change 


J — - 

•-  EXTENT  ANO  NATURE  OF  CIRCULATION 

AVERAGE  NO.  CORIES  EACH 
ISSUE  OURING  PRECEDING 

12  MONTHS 

ACTUAL  NO  COPIES  OF  SINGLE 
ISSUE  PUBLISHED  NEAREST  TO 
FILING  DATE 

A.  TOTAL  NO.  COPIES  MIHTtO  IN  Cl  Prett  R  un ) 

5,550 

6000 

B.  RAID  CIRCULATION 

t.  SALES  THROUGH  DEALERS  ANO  CARRIERS.  STREET 
VENDORS  ANO  COUNTER  SALES 

?.u^o 

2,450 

L  MAIL  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

t 

2,2iOO 

C.  TOTAL  RAID  CIRCULATION  (Sum  of  IOBI  and  IOB2 ) 

1  y  O^V 

i.  r\xn 

4,850 

D.  FREE  DISTRIBUTION  BY  MAIL.  CARRIER  OR  OTHER  MEANS 
SAMRLES.  COMRLIMCNT  ARY .  ANO  OTHER  FREE  CORIES 

*♦  J  '-'J'-' 

3m 

500 

(.  TOTAL  DISTRIBUTION  (Sum  of  C  and  D) 

/,  *3rj 

5,150 

P.  CORIES  NOT  DISTRIBUTED  . 

1.  OFFICE  USE.  LEFT  OVER,  UNACCOUNTED.  SFOILEO 

AFTER  PRINTING 

^nn 

500 

2.  RETURNS  FROM  NEWS  AGENTS 

570 

350 

G.  TOTAL  (Sum  of  K.  FI  and  2 — thould  equal  net  prett  run  thown 

In  A) 

1  SIGN  A 

5.500 

kTURE  ANO  TITLEOUEITOR.  Pt 

6,000 

fkLISH^R  - - -  1  J 

above  are  correct  and  complete. 


[Richard  RurrfsT 


inarinr  Editor 


12.  FOR  COMPLETION  BY  PUBLISHERS  MAILING  AT  THE  REGULAR  RATES  (Section  132.121.  Pottal  Service  Manual) 

39  U.  S.  C.  3626  provldas  In  p«nlnent  part:  "No  parson  who  would  have  been  entitled  to  msll  matter  under  former  section  4359  of  this  title 
shell  mall  auch  matter  et  the  rates  provided  under  th|s  subsection  unless  he  files  annually  with  the  Postal  Service  e  written  request  for  permission 
to  mall  matter  at  such  rates.  “ 

Item  1  et  the  phased  postage 


BLISHER  BUSINESS  MANAGER.  OR  OWNER 


Managing  Editor 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per 
sons  are  welcome. 

AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply 
GCN  Box  902. _ 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _ (7-10) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  fn  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
lor  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20) 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In- 
stitute  Road,  2  p.m.  Sundays.  756-0730, 


NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301.  332-4440. 
673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship  Normandy  Heights  Rd..  Mor¬ 
ristown.  NJ 1 lnfoM201)  691-0388.  

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


PUBLICATIONS 


EXOTIC  HAPPINESS  FOR  GAYS 
Avoid  mistakes  and  heartaches.  Booklet 
of  info  on  foreign  and  domestic  travel.  $3. 
Haus  Hoffman,  Ltd.  Box  354,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  Ml  49204. _ (16) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage.  Screen,  Book  & 
T  V.);  D.D.'s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  fin 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  10017. _ 

FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75c.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (c) 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone. 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
(c) 

FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica¬ 
tion.  (c) 


(See  instructions  on  reverse) 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 


ADVERTISING  SALES 
.  REPRESENTATIVE 
Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact  Tim 
or  Richard  at  426-4469. 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

SAINTS 

88  Oueensberry  St.  247-9586 

45  Essex  St. 

Call  354-8807)  Women  > 

Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 

Dancing.  Men. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St  423-7730 

Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

THE  BAR 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed.  Sunday  Brunch 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

Leather,  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  7PM.  Thurs. 

12-2PM.  . 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

JACQUES 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 

79  Broadway  338-7502 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Dancing,  Mixed. 

Mixed.  Dancing. 

Food.  Men  Saturday  Brunch  5PM. 

CHAFS 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

Movies  Mon..  3PM.  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

STYX 

Men. 

Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 

CITADEL 

PARADISE 

Disco  Dancing.  Men. 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

THE  SHED 

Dancing,  Men. 

Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 

272  Huntington  Ave.  ! 

CLUB  76 

PLAYLAND 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  4PM 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 

21  Essex  St. 

TOGETHER 

A  place  for  women  and  their  friends. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

110  Boylston  St. 

DARTS 

119  MERRIMAC 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

271  Dartmouth  St. 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

1270 

Dancing,  Men. 

Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

9-1 1PM 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  ^Mostly  Men). 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 

52  Piedmont  SI.  338-7547 

12  Carver  St. 

Men  &  Women.  "It's  Different." 

nancing  Fri..  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

Men.  j 

MONDAYS 

11:30am  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meeting  at 
Tufts  Women’s  Center,  628-5000  ext.  702. 

12  noon  —  Northeastern  U.  GSO  meeting,  Eli 
Center,  rm.  349,  369  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston. 
Everyone  welcome. 

2:30pm  —  Gay  A. A.  meeting,  Old  West  Church 
(side  door).  131  Cambridge  St. 

5:00pm  —  Non-competitive  women's  softball 
game,  Magazine  Beach  (on  Charles  River  near 
Stop  &  Shop,  10  blocks  south  of  Central  Sq.). 

5:30pm  —  Women’s  Community  Health  Center 
open  house,  137  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge. 

6- 8pm  —  Lesbian  awareness  consciousness- 
raising  group.  BU  Women’s  Center,  basement  of 
Sherman  Union  Bldg.  353-4240. 

6:30-8pm  —  Alcoholism  discussion/education 
group  for  lesbians,  20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA,  661-1316. 

6:30-8:30pm  —  Gay  Health  Services  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  267-7573. 

7pm  —  Gay  alcoholics  group,  10  Walnut  St.,  Wor¬ 
cester,  MA. 

7:30pm  —  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance  meetings, 
alternate  Mondays,  2133  Maryland  Ave. 

7- 9pm  —  Supportive  lesbian  rap,  Janus  House,  21 
Bay  St.,  Cambridge,  (617)  661-2537. 

7-9pm  —  U.  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 
656-4173. 

7-10pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438. 

7-9pm  —  Yggdrasil  Gay  Gathering  at  Yggdrasil, 
15  Gilbert  Rd„  Storrs,  CT,  (203)486-4737. 

7:30pifi  —  UMass  Amherst,  Bisexual  Women's 
Rap  Group,  Campus  Center. 

7:30pm  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Union  meeting,  55 
Eddy  St.,  Providence,  Rl. 

7:30pm  —  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
—  Drinking  problems  rap  group.  80  Boylston  St., 
Rm.  855,  Boston. 

8pm  —  Nashua  (N.H.)  Area  Gays  rap  session;  call 
(603)  654-9268.  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

8pm — Monadnock  Area  Gays,  tor  information  call 
Fitzwilliam,  NH  (603)  585-9419.  " 

8pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  Group  at  the  New  Haven 
Women's  Liberation  Center,  148  Orange  St. 
(203)  436-0645. 

8pm  —  GPC  business  meeting,  Columbia  U., 
Furnald  Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

8pm  —  Lesbian  Rap  at  Women's  Center,  148 
Orange  St.,  New  Haven,  CT. 

8pm  —  Lesbians  with  Children  Support  Group, 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  354-8807. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  A. A.  meeting.  Old  West  Church 
(side  door).  131  Cambridge  St. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  A.A.  meeting,  150  Beacon  St.,  2nd 
floor. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  Alanon  (gay  alcoholics).  Info. 
843-5300. 

8:30pm  —  Hartford  Gay  Alcoholics  Group,  (203) 
522-2646. 


8:30pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  open  meeting, 
basement  Hendrie  Hall,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven, 
436-8945;  public  welcome. 

9pm  —  Gay  discussion  group,  Columbia  U., 
Furnald  basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

TUESDAYS 

9am-2:30pm  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

6- 8pm  —  Baltimorae  Gay  Health  Clinic.  2233  St. 
Paul  St.,  downstairs.  (301)  889-8679. 

6:30-8pm  —  Women's  Gay  Collective,  Women’s 
Center,  UConn,  CT.  (203)486-4738. 

7pm  to  8pm  Rm.  841,  Intake  Group  of  the 
Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Service,  a 
program  of  HCHS.  A  place  to  come  and  find  out 
about  alcohol  and  treatment  services. 

7:30pm  —  Integrity,  gay  Episcopalians,  Emmanuel 
Church,  15  Newbury  St.,  Boston. 

8pm  —  Springfield  Gay  Alliance,  First  Unitarian 
Church,  245  Porter  Lake  Dr.,  Springfield. 

8pm  —  Martha’s  Vineyard  gay  women  and  men  rap 
group;  info  call  627-5370. 

8pm  —  DOB  women’s  rap,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA,  661-3633. 

8:30pm  —  Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA,  St. 
Stephen’s  Church  Study,  114  George  St., 
Providence,  Rl.  (401)  333-1396. 

WEDNESDAYS 

6:30-8pm  —  HATA:  Homophile  Alcoholic 

Treatment  Service;  drop-in  center.  80  Boylston 
St.,  Boston,  Rm.  842. 

6:30-8:30pm  —  Gay  Health  Services,  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston, 
267-7573. 

7pm  —  MCC/Providence  Potluck  at  Parsonage, 
rap  during  and  after  dinner.  Bring  and 
share.  (401)  272-9247. 

7pm  —  Lesbian  Support  Group,  UNH  Women's 
Center,  Durham,  NH 

7pm  —  Liberation  Rap  Group,  (617)  756-0730. 

7pm  —  Framingham  Unicorn  Society  meets  2nd 
and  4th  Wednesday;  Box  163,  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

7- 10pm  —  Gay  Women’s  Collective  meeting. 
Storrs,  CT.  Info:  (203)  486-4738. 

7-10pm  —  Gay  Women's  Collective,  UConn  Wo¬ 
men’s  Center,  (203)  486-4738. 

7-10pm  —  Gay  Women's  Collective  meeting, 
Storrs,  CT.  Info.  (203)  486-4738. 

7- 9pm  —  University  of  Vermont  Gay  Switchboard, 
(802)  656-4173. 

7:30pm  —  MCC  midweek  service,  11  Amity  St., 
Hartford,  CT. 

8pm  —  Discussion  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  Christ  Church,  20  Carroll  St.,  Poughkeep¬ 
sie,  NY. 

8pm  —  HUM  meets,  Box  262,  Fitchburg,  MA 
01420. 

8pm  —  Yalesbians  meeting,  rm.  B-8,  Hendrie 
Hall,  165  Elm  St.,  New  Haven,  CT,  436-8945. 

8- 10pm  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assoc, 
meeting.  2nd  floor,  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Har- 
ve«l-Yard.  498-2014. 


8- 10pm  —  URI  Gay  Social  Club,  4th  floor  Group 
Room,  Roosevelt  Hall.  (401)  792-5954  or  Carl 
789-8360. 

8:30pm  —  GayA  Meeting,  men  and  women.  Old 
West  Church  (Aide  door),  131  Cambridge  St., 
Boston. 

8:30pm  —  Gay-straight  Rap,  UConn,  Mental  Health 
Clinic,  (203)  486-4705. 

9- 12pm  —  Gay  Social,  Columbia  U.,  Furnald 
Basement,  Broadway  at  115th  St. 

10:15pm  —  “Gaybreak  Radio”  on  WMUA-FM  (91.1) 
(1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays). 

10:15pm  —  “Gay  News"  radio  on  WHUS-FM,  (91.7), 
Storrs,  CT. 

THURSDAYS 

9am-2:30pm  —  Brown  U.  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Providence,  Rl,  863-3062. 

5pm  —  Brandeis  Gay  Alliance,  Usdan  Student 
Ctr.,  Conf.  Rm.  C,  Brandeis  U.,  Waltham,  MA. 

6:30-8pm  —  Drop-In  Center.  All  are  welcome  to  meet 
members  of  Gay  A.A. 

7pm  —  Gay  Alcoholics,  St.  Vincents  Hospital, 
Worcester,  MA. 

7pm  —  Game  Night,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence, 
Rl,  alternate  weeks. 

7- 10pm  —  UMass  Gay  Women’s  Caucus  Hotline, 
545-3438. 

7:30pm— Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Gay  women’s  rap  at 
the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Cambridge.  For  more  information  call 
661-3633. 

7:30pm  —  UConn  Gay  Alliance  meets  in  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Union,  Rm.  218,  University  of  Connecticut, 
Storrs. 

7:30pm  —  Integrity:  Gay  Episcopalians  and  their 
Friends,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208,  546-4676. 
Meeting  every  Tuesday  at  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St. 

8pm  —  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance,  meetings  alternate 
Thursdays  at  Baltimore  Community  Center. 

8pm  —  Womenspace  coffeehouse  and  workshop, 
11  Amity  St.,  Hartford,  CT. 

8pm  —  Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council,  332 
Hudson  Ave.,  Albany,  NY  12210. 

8pm  —  Dykes  &  Tykes,  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleas¬ 
ant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA,  third  floor,  care  fo( 
young  people,  354-8807. 

8pm  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  informal  rap  group 
Woman's  Center,  *6  Pleasant  St.  Cambridge, 
MA 

8- 9pm  —  Lesbian  Mother  rap  group,  21  Bay  St., 
Cambridge,  MA,  661-2537. 

8:15pm  —  Drinking  problems  rap  group,  HCHS, 
80  Boylston  St.,  Rm.  855,  Boston. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  Women's  Caucus,  UMass/Am- 
herst,  8th  floor  of  Campus  Center. 

8:30pm  —  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Hendrie  Hall  base¬ 
ment,  436-8945,  New  Haven,  CT. 

FRIDAYS 

6:30-8pm  —  Homophile  Alcoholic  Treatment 
Services  drop-in  center.  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 
Rm.  842. 


7- 9pm  —  GRAC  men’s  basketball,  Lindemann 
Center,  Hurley  Bldg.,  Staniford  St.,  Boston. 

7:30pm  —  Am  Tikva  service,  social  at  Frost 
Lounge,  Ell  Center,  Northeastern  Univ.,  300 
Huntington  Ave.,  Boston. 

7:30pm  —  Rap  group  for  men  and  women,  MGTF, 
193  Middle  St.,  Portland,  ME. 

7:30pm  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Workshop,  21  Bay 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA;  info  call  783-9415. 

7:30pm  —  Gay  get-together,  downstairs  round- 
room,  Billings  Center,  U  of  VT,  Burlington. 

8:30pm  —  Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition 
meets  at  175  Wendell  Ave.,  Pittsfield,  MA. 
Call  (617)  442-9450,  M-Th  eves. 

SATURDAYS  _ 

8pm-12  —  Brown  U,  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce  House, 
Providence,  Rl;  863-3062. 

10pm-3am  —  Worcester  Hotline,  791-6562. 

SUNDAYS 

9am  —  Closet  Space  740AM  with  Muffy  Wheeler 
and  Joe  Martin.  (Boston) 

11am  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St.,  NYC. 

1-2:30pm  —  GRAC  swimming,  Lindemann  Cntr, 
Staniford  St.,  across  from  Longfellow  Towers. 

2pm  —  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St.,  NYC. 

2pm  —  MCC/Worcester  service.  Central  Cong. 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.,  Worcester. 

2:30pm  —  “Gay  A’s”  Alcoholics  Rap,  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

4-6pm  —  Gay  Women’s  Group  of  Providence  rap. 
(401)831-5184. 

5pm  —  Dignity/Integrity  Mass,  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
17  S.  Fltzhugh  St.,  Rochester,  NY. 

5pm  —  MCC/Boston  Bible  study  group,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.,  523-7664. 

5:30pm  —  Exodus  Mass,  St.  Clement’s  Church, 
1105  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 

5:30pm  —  Dignity  service,  Arlington  St.  Church, 
Boylston  St.  entrance,  Boston. 

6:30pm  —  Gay  Church  services,  23  Franklin  St., 
Bangor,  ME. 

7pm  —  Gay  Student  Union,  U.  of  Vermont,  1st  and 

3rd  Sundays  of  every  month.  Billings  Student 

Center,  Burlington,  VT. 

7pm  —  Church  .of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
West  14th  St.,  NYC. 

7pm  —  MCC  services,  South  Church,  292  State 
St.,  Portsmouth,  NH  (first  Sunday  of  month). 

7pm  —  MCC/Providence,  134  Mathewson  St.  (401) 
272-9247. 

7pm  —  MCC/NY  worship,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner 
of  7th  Ave.). 

7pm  —  MCC/Boston,  worship  and  fellowship,  Old 
West  Church,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

7:30pm  —  MCC  worship,  425  College  St.,  New 
Haven,  CT. 

7:30pm  —  MCC/Hartford,  11  Amity  St.,  Hartford, 
CT. 

8- 12pm  —  NH  Lambda  for  lesbians;  phone  (603) 
332-4440. 


_ CALENDAR _ 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue . 


14  sat 

Boston  —  Clearspace  presents  a  men’s 
bike  outing  and  picnic.  Meet  at  10am  at 
the  Hatch  Shell  in  the  Esplanade.  For 
more  information  call  227-4327. 

15  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  Welsh-born  author  David  Wat- 
mough  is  interviewed  by  Tom  Reeves  and 
John  Mitzel.  Co-host  Muffy  Wheeler 
makes  her  debut.  9am. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "We  Two,"  a  theatrical 
collage  of  the  works  of  Wilde,  Lessing, 
Feitter,  Glaspell,  Ullman  and  others  is 
showing  at  the  People's  Theatre  In  Inman 
Sq.,  At  2:30  and  7:30pm.  Tickets  are  $3,  or 
$2  fir  students  and  senior  citizens.  For 
more  information  call  457-5621  or 
194-8797 

aoston  —  Boston  Unitarian  Gays  and 
Lesbians  will  hold  a  discussion  on  "  Being 
Gay  and  Aging"  355  Boylston  St.  7pm. 

Boston  —  Karen  Lindsay  will  speak  on 
“Freedom  of  Speech  and  the  Survival  of 
the  Oppressed"  at  the  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  Morse  Auditorium.  602 
Commonwealth  Ave.  at  11am.  Childcare 
provided:  music  by  Jeff  Wilkenson. 

16  mon 

Boston  —  Meeting  of  the  planning  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Anti-Briggs  Fund  Raiser  to 
be  held  10/28.  7pm  upstairs  at  Some¬ 
where,  295  Franklin  St.  All  are  welcome. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Boston  Area  Rape 
Crisis  Center  announces  an  eight-week 
training  session  beginning  Oct.  16  at 
7pm.  If  you  are  a  woman  interested  in 
helping  the  center  leave  a  message  at 
492-RAPE. 

17  tues 

Boston  —  Integrity  will  present  a  special 
program  with  Parents  and  Families  of 
Gays,  planned  to  coincide  with  the 
NGTF's  “Week  of  Dialogue  with  Ameri¬ 
can  Families."  Gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
are  out  to  their  families  are  urged  to  at¬ 
tend  with  a  supportive  family  member  and 
participate  in  this  dialogue.  15  Newbury 
St.,  7:30pm. 

18  wed 

Boston  —  The  U.  of  Massachusetts 
Women's  Center  is  holding  a  Woman  in 
Art  slide  lecture  series.  Guest  lecturer 
Lucienne  Bartfield  will  speak  on  20th  cen¬ 
tury  women's  artists.  Bldg.  1,  4th  floor,  U. 
of  Mass.  12:30pm. 


20  fri 

Boston  —  The  Bessie  Smith  Memorial 
Collective  presents  An  Evening  of  words 
and  Music  with  Linda  Tillery,  Mary  Wat¬ 
kins,  Gwen  Avery  and  Pat  Parker  —  the 
varied  voices  of  black  women.  Morse 
Auditorium,  602  Commonwealth  Ave., 
8pm.  Child  care  provided.  Tickets  $4.50  at 
New  Words,  Women's  Community  of  Lit¬ 
tleton  and  Nubian  Notion.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call  Beverly  at  661-4104. 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  services,  7:30pm,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  discussion  of  legal  aspects  of 
gay  lifestyle.  For  more  Information  call 
353-1821  or  524-1890. 

Randolph,  MA  —  Dignity/Boston  holds 
their  Outrageous  Halloween  Party  at  the 
Randolph  Country  Club.  9-1am.  Tickets  $6 
in  advance,  $7  at  the  door.  For  rpore  infor¬ 
mation  call  536-6518.1 

21  sat 

Boston  —  Clearspace  presents  apple 
picking,  picnic  and  hayrlde  at  3pm.  Open 
to  women  and  children.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  646-8598. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  At  Amaranth,  the 
Women's  Restaurant:  "Rapid  Transit" 
about  a  young  woman  and  her  adventures 
in  boarding  school  and  in  the  Combat 
Zone  —  A  Novel  Preview  by  Maryann 
Sullivan,  8pm. 

New  Haven,  CT  —  The  New  Haven 
Women's  Liberation  Center  is  holding  the 
Feminist  Union  Convention.  Help  is 
needed  for  the  project.  148  Orange  St.  For 
more  information  all  (203)  865-0792  or 
(203)  389-4752. 

22  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  slide  tape  show, 
Straight  Talk  About  Lesbians,  will  be  back 
by  popular  demand  at  Amaranth.  134 
Hampshire  St.  8pm.  $2. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folkdancing, 
3:30-6:30.  Phillips  Brooks  House, _  near 
Harvard  Yard,  3rd  floor. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  "From  Snu/t  to  the  Skokie  Nazi 
March"  —  Feminist  poet  and  journalist 
Karen  Lindsay  takes  a  look  at  censorship 
and  Its  effects  on  minorities.  9am. 

Washington,  DC  —  Grace  Jones  Disco 
Theatre  Party  Benefit  for  Gay  Community 
Center  of  DC.  8pm  at  the  Sheraton  Park 
Hotel.  Tickets  $10  in  advance  at  all  Tick- 
etron  outlets  or  at  the  door. 
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23  mon 

Boston  —  All  persons  Interested  in  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  formation  of  a  Lesbian 
Gay  Task  Force  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Social  Workers  call  566-6505  for 
the  location  of  the  meeting. 

Providence,  Rl  —  The  Lesbian  Feminist 
Union  will  hold  a  general  meeting,  at  the 
Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center,  185  Meet¬ 
ing  St.  7:30pm.  Call  (401.)  863-2189  for 
confirmation  and  information. 


24  tues 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Night  of  Women's 
Music  at  the  Red  Book  Store.  Featuring 
Sherli  Sherwood,  Pat  Ouelette  and  Katie 
Tolies.  Suggested  donation  $2.  136  River 
St.,  8pm. 

NYC  —  Spaghetti  Dinner  to  benefit  the 
GAA.  Camp  David  II,  1007  Lexington  Ave., 
$3.  7pm-9pm.  Tickets  available  at  the  bar 
or  from  GAA.  For  more  information  call 
(212)  677-0237  eves. 


Boston  —  Clearspace  presents:  Support 
group  for  Lesbians  over  55  years.  Intro¬ 
ductory  meeting  at  8pm.  For  more 
information  call  646-8598. 

25  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  NOW  presents 
Selma  R.  Williams  in  a  benefit  program 
about  her  book.  "Riding  the  Nightmare." 
8pm  at  the  Cambridge  Community  Serv¬ 
ices  Bldg.,  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Central 
Sq.  Donation  $1.50.  For  more  information 
call  661-6015. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Dignity  liturgy  and  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  with  social  hour.  All  are  wel¬ 
come.  7:30pm.  McAuley  House,  163 
Niagra  St. 


*7tri 

Washington,  DC  —  Vaudeville  show  fea¬ 
turing  Red  Shoes  Walking.  Disco  danc¬ 
ing.  Halloween  party.  9pm,  first  floor  cafe¬ 
teria.  Marvin  Center,  800  21st  St.  NW.  $3. 
Sponsored  by  G.W.U.  Gay  Students. 

28  sat 

Boston  —  Clearspace  is  holding  its  Hallo¬ 
ween  Parly.  For  men  and  women.  8pm. 
For  more  information  call  646-8598. 


Boston  —  Women  and  Sports,  an  all-day 
conference  with  panel  discussion,  work¬ 
shops  and  films  will  be  held  at  the  George 
Sherman  Union  of  Boston  U.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  contact  Peggy  Sarasy,  Boston 
U.  Women's  Center,  775  Commonwealth 
Ave. 

29  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  There  will  be  an  open 
meeting  of  the  Jewish  Lesbian  Group 
from  4-6pm  at  the  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

30  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folkdancing.  6:30- 
9:30pm.  Philips  Brooks  House,  near  Har¬ 
vard  Yard.  3rd  floor. 

Waltham,  MA  -  The  film  Word  Is  Out  will 
be  shown  at  Bentley  College  (Beever  and 
Forest  Sts.),  In  Lindsay  Hall  Auditorium  at 
7:30pm.  Free,  all  are  invited. 

31  tues 

Waltham,  MA  -  The  film  Word  Is  Out  will 
be  shown  at  11:30am  and  4pm  in  Lindsay 
Hall  Auditorium,  Bentley  College.  All  are 
invited.  Free. 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  The  Gay  Community 
Services  Center  will  observe  Halloween 
with  a  lecture,  "Witches  and  Witchhunts" 
by  Mickey  Weinstein.  8pm.  $2  donation. 
326  Kater  St. ' 

NYC  —  The  Women's  West  Side  Dis¬ 
cussion  Group  will  hold  a  “Halloween 
Dance"  In  cooperation  with  MCC.  Cos¬ 
tumes  invited  but  not  essential.  For 
women  only.  Donation  $3.  26  Ninth  Ave. 

4  sat 

Hartford,  CT  —  The  Hill  Center  will 
sponsor  the  Third  Annual  “Beyond  the 
Male  Myth  Conference  for  Men."  Work¬ 
shops  on  Men  and  Rape  Culture,  On 
Being  a  Father,  Beyond  Masculinity/ 
Femininity  and  others.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (203)  249-7691. 

5  sun 

Haverhill,  MA  —  The  Christian  Commun¬ 
ity  Church  will  meet  at  112  Emerson  St., 
Apt.  1  A.  Help  open  a  new  location.  All  are 
welcome.  7:30pm. 

Boston  —  Massachusetts  Bay 
Counseling  Associates  is  sponsoring  an 
"Encounter  for  Gay  Couples"  at  Camp 
Aldersgate.  Rl.  For  more  informatior 
contact  Frank  Ring  at  965-1311. 
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